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English 
‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’  by  J. K. Rowling 
Diary extracts 
Newspaper reports 
Non-chronological reports 
Biographies  
Letters 
Poetry analysis 
Poetry recital 
 

Maths  
See the Maths tab for aspects of learning in our Year 4, 5 and 6 
Maths curriculum for the year. 
 

History      
We will inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more 
about the past as we explore a non-European 
society that provides contrasts with British 
history –early Islamic civilization, including a 
study of Baghdad c. AD 900. We will equip pupils 

to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps us 
to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, 
the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, 
as well as our own identity and the challenges of our time.       

 We will be exploring our learning through question based enquiry. In 
its Golden Age, ten times more people lived in Baghdad than in 
London. Just how amazing was daily life for the rich in Baghdad? So 
what was so special about it? Which of the early Islamic 
achievements has had the most effect on our lives today – 
mathematics, science, geography, medicine, astronomy, art, 
literature?   

Geography  
We are on a fact-finding mission for knowledge about human 
geography – should we choose to accept this mission…? What does 
human geography mean? 
 
We will be exploring trade between UK 
and Europe and UK and the rest of world. 
How do we see distribution of resources? 
What do we know about fair and unfair 
distribution of resources and the concept 
of fair trade? 
 
We will be looking at the distribution of the world’s natural 
resources such as energy; for example coal mining and eco power, 
food, water and minerals 
 
We will be comparing land use maps of the UK from past with the 
present; focusing on land use over time.  
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Art and Design 
This term we are focusing on the link between art and maths using 
geometry and MC Esher and Wassily Kandinsky as our inspiration. We 
will be perfecting our use of rulers and compasses. We will learn how 
to tesselate using nature, 3d drawing using isometric projection, 
pursuit curves and parabolic curves, designing Easter biscuits using 
ratios, exploring Pascal’s patterns, creating cardioids and creating 
fractal bubble art.   
 
  

Computing 
This term we will be learning how to search safely and effectively 
online, send attachments using the school app 2Email and blog 
about school events on the Class 3 blog.  In addition, we will be 
thinking about how we can successfully collect and record data 
using our iPads whilst participating in the Big Garden Birdwatch 
2020.  Safer Internet Day this year will be on Tuesday 11th February 
and Tim Pinto our local e-Safety Officer will be visiting school again 
in February to help us celebrate the event. 

 Science                                         
Properties and changes of materials 

 Compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of 
their properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets 

 Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a 
solution, and describe how to recover a substance from a solution 

 Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures 
might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating 

 Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, 
for the particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, 
wood and plastic 

 Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are 
reversible changes 

 
Sound and Waves 

 Recognise that sounds can be high or low (pitched) 

 Describe how sounds are made when objects vibrate 

Design and Technology with Ripon Grammar School  
 
This half term we will be working with the DT team at Ripon Grammar 
School designing and making our own clocks with working 
mechanisms. We will be learning about choosing the right tooling and 
scale for what we have in mind in terms of design. We will be taught 
to use lasers safely so that they work with accuracy and delicacy. We 
will be further developing our designing, cutting, shaping, joining and 
finishing of MDF and acrylic.  We are learning the creative, technical 
and practical expertise needed to solve problems and work with others 
to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world. We 
are building and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and 
skills to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a 
wide range of users. We are developing our confidence to critique, 
evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others 
whilst having fun!   Tick Tock!                                   
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 Recognise that not all objects can be seen to vibrate 

 Recognise that vibrations can travel at different speeds through 
different mediums.                                     

Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning 
This curriculum aims to develop the underpinning qualities and skills 
that help promote positive behaviour and effective learning. It 
focuses on five social and emotional aspects of learning: self-
awareness, managing feelings, motivation, empathy and social skills. 
The theme this term is ‘Getting On.’ Children focus again on the value 
of diversity and cooperation in continuing to build a positive 
classroom ethos. They consider the different types of relationships 
that they have and explore what expectations and behaviours might 
be appropriate to each. They go on to consider how perceived 
differences between people can lead to wrong assumptions and 
missed friendship opportunities. Common friendship problems and 
solutions are explored through a group-work challenge in which 
children produce a ‘friends’ magazine’. Work on managing conflict 
continues, with children generating a list of behaviours or words that 
are likely to ‘hot up’ or ‘cool down’ a difficult situation, and producing 
a poster to remind them. They are introduced to a new conflict 
management skill – using ‘I messages’ instead of blaming and 
accusing. Children deepen and extend their understanding of anger, 
and the need to take responsibility for our behaviour when we are 
angry. They are introduced to the idea of reframing a situation 
(looking at it in a different way) and encouraged to get an accurate 
picture so that they do not act impulsively. 
There is a focus on the role of the leader in groups and on giving and 
receiving constructive criticism when we are working together. 
 

Wir feiern! (Celebrations) 
 
In this unit children learn language relating to celebrations of special 
occasions and of their achievements in activities and games. They 
also learn to say the month of their birthday. 
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Religious Education 
What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today? 
 
Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday?’ 

Music 
This is a six-week Unit of Work that builds on previous learning.  All 
the learning is focused around one song from Benjamin Britten’s 
‘Friday Afternoons: A New Year Carol.’ 

Physical Education 
Gymnastics 
Net and wall games - Tennis 

Class Notes 
 

• All children will need a named art apron/old shirt please 
• All children need a named apron for food technology 
• A named PE kit is needed for PE on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays. 
• Mrs Heys teaches German on Wednesday afternoons 
• Be ready for the Daily Mile! 
• Homework is due in every Monday 
• Maths and spelling homework can be found on foldr – 

you know the pathway! 
• Enjoy Class 3 and make the most of every opportunity 

that comes your way. 

Performance Poetry dates and themes 
• Thursday 13th February 2020 ‘Dr Seuss’  
• Friday 3rd April 2020 ‘Barbara Ireson’ 
• Thursday 21st May 2020 ‘Michael Rosen’ 
• Thursday 2nd July 2020 ‘Roald Dahl’ 

Big Spell 

 Thursday 23rd January 2020 

 Monday 23rd March 2020 

 Thursday 7th May 2020 

 Monday 15th June 2020 
 


