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English  
This term children in Reception will learn to recognise and begin 
to write the letters of the alphabet. Children will learn both the 
sounds and names of the letters. The sounds letters make are 
referred to as phonemes and their written representation as 
graphemes. They will learn to blend phonemes together to read simple words 
and phrases and begin to use their developing knowledge in emergent writing. 
They will also enjoy listening to and learning nursery rhymes and think about 
words that rhyme. 
This term the Year 1 children will be learning how words combine to make 
sentences and will begin to sequence sentences to form short narratives. They 
will learn to use a capital letter at the start of a sentence and full stop at the end 
and will learn to separate words with spaces. They will learn to use capital letters 
for names of people and places and for the personal pronoun ‘I’. Our English 
writing will be based around the text ‘The Snail and the Whale’ by Julia 
Donaldson this half term and ‘Once There Were Giants’ by Penny Dale next half 
term. 
We will all enjoy listening to and talking about lots of stories and non-fiction 
texts. 

Maths  
This term the children in Reception will learn representing, 
comparing and the composition of numbers 1 to 5. They will learn to 
find 1 more and 1 less than a number. They will also learn positional 
language, comparing mass, size and capacity and explore circles, 
triangles and shapes with 4 sides.  
This term the Year 1 children will be consolidating skills in counting forwards and 
backwards, finding 1 more and 1 less, comparing and ordering numbers first to 10 and 
then to 20 and beyond. They will learn the place value of numbers from 11 to 20 and 
develop an understanding of tens and ones. They will also learn to recognise, name, 
describe and explore the properties of 2D and 3D shapes and explore making patterns 
with them. They will learn addition and subtraction within 10, working towards 
confidently recalling number bonds. They will learn to confidently use the language of 
addition and subtraction and corresponding mathematical symbols. 

Science – Humans  
The children will learn to identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the 
human body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense.  They 
will learn to describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types of food, and hygiene and find out about and describe 
the basic need of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air). 
They will learn that humans (like animals) have offspring which grow into adults. 
The children will also observe seasonal changes and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length varies. 

 History  
In History the children will think about changes within living memory and will 
interview family members about their childhood. With your help at home, the 
children will also explore the question ‘What can I find out about my family and my 
cultural heritage?’ 
Geography  
In Geography they will learn to name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans and the location of hot and cold areas of the world. We will relate this to the 
story ‘The Snail and the Whale’. 
 

Art and Design and Technology 
This term the children will enjoy exploring colour and how to mix 
colours to create new colours and shades of colour. They will use 
the work of artists such as Piet Mondrian, Jackson Pollock and 

RE and PSHE     
This half term in RE the children will be thinking about ‘Why is the 
word of God so important to Christians?’ Towards Christmas they will 
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Wassily Kandinsky as inspiration. After half term the children will explore creating 
self -portraits using a variety of materials and techniques. 
In Design and Technology they will explore using sliding mechanisms, pivots and 
pop ups to make cards and decorations for Christmas. 

be thinking about answers to the following question: ‘Why do Christians perform 
nativity plays at Christmas?’                
In PSHE our themes are ‘Me and My Relationships’ and ‘Becoming An Active Citizen’. 

 Music   
This term we will be playing musical games to help us find the beat, singing 
nursery rhymes and learning new songs. We will listen to different types  
of music, focussing on Christmas music later in the term. 
 

Computing  
Reception children will learn how to handle and use school ipads 
carefully. They will use simple programmes and play simple games which 
enhance their learning across the curriculum.  They will learn how to access 
Purple Mash using their pictorial username and password.                                                                                                                                        
This term the Year 1 children are learning about how they can keep safe online and 
will be exploring Purple Mash. They will use 2Go within Purple Mash to use direction 
keys to move forwards, backwards, left and right to create simple algorithms. They 
will also learn how to debug a programme. Using 2Question, they will then learn how 
to use and create pictograms and simple binary trees. 
 

PE                                                                                                                                         
This term the children will be learning personal skills and how to 
develop and practise movement skills they can use in a variety of 
games. After half term they will perform and create simple dances 
in response to music using simple movement patterns. In 
gymnastics they will explore and develop balance, agility and co-
ordination to create simple gymnastic sequences.  
 

Notes    
A very warm welcome to all our children and families to the new school year! It has 
been so lovely catching up with you all this week. Please may we remind you to 
provide your child with named school uniform and PE kits. Please could this include 
black pumps for indoor PE. Black pumps can be left in the drawstring bag your child 
leaves in school with their spare clothes. Thank you for providing both Reception and 
Year 1 children with a pair of croc type shoes to keep in school. Your child will also 
need a water bottle and their reading folder at school every day. Please may we ask 
that reading books, plastic phoneme/word wallets and their reading record books are 
left in their reading folders, therefore coming to school each day. We have an “Our 
Special People” display in school. If you have not done so already, please could you 
email me a picture of your child with their special people to include on the display. 
The children may also bring a ‘show and tell’ object, picture etc. of interest to share 
with their friends at school on a Tuesday. The Reception children have all settled in so 
incredibly well this week and we are all looking forward to a very exciting term playing 
and learning together! Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there is something we 
can help you with. Thank you for all your support as always. 
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