
Early Literacy in EYFS 

 

In this section, you will find information regarding the implementation of 

Greg Bottrill’s approach to ‘Drawing Club’ and also Shanoette Bason-Wood’s 

approach to ‘Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle’ and ‘Dough Disco’.  

 

In Reception, we have introduced Drawing Club to form 

the basis of our Literacy lessons. Drawing Club 

incorporates story sharing, speaking and listening, 

drawing, writing, vocabulary, mathematics, imagination 

and collaboration.  

Drawing club is a daily 10-minute whole class session, 

followed by ‘Drawing Club’ itself. It incorporates story 

sharing, speaking and listening, drawing, writing, 

vocabulary, mathematics, imagination and collaboration. 

Drawing Club is an approach that immerses the children 

into a world full of imagination. It is through Drawing 

Club that we are able to open up the magic world of tales 

and story to children whilst at the same time enriching 

their language skills, developing their fine motor skills 

and building upon their application of phonics. It is based 

around three key aims; supporting children’s progress 

with making conversation, mark making and mathematical 

language.  



Making Conversation – Throughout Drawing Club we will 

model and support children with developing their 

conversational skills. Each session incorporates 

collaboration – we ensure children are provided with 

opportunities to talk confidently, listen to and respect 

the ideas of others and provide time for them to 

collaborate. Each week new vocabulary is introduced to 

the children and we will support them in using this within 

and beyond Drawing Club. 

Mark Making- Throughout children’s time in Drawing 

Club, they will increase their fine motor skills with 

purpose. Staff will support children with their unique 

next steps, whether this be developing a stronger pencil 

grip, applying their phonic knowledge to writing or 

sequencing sentences to form short narratives.  

Mathematics- Drawing is full of many mathematical 

opportunities. It may be counting, comparing, writing 

numerals or using mathematical language. These 

concepts will be modelled by staff leading Drawing Club 

so that children will become confident in using this in 

their own drawing and writing.  

 

 

  



 

 

Dough Disco and Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle  

 

At Burton Leonard children in Reception take part in 

daily Dough Disco sessions and Squiggle Whilst You 

Wiggle and will explore the programme for as long as is 

needed.  

 

Dough Disco  

With daily Dough Disco a child’s brain learns to control 

the fingers a lot quicker. Dough Disco is a fine muscle 

exercise that supports children to begin their writing 

journey. It involves moulding play dough in time to music 

and performing different actions such as rolling it into a 

ball, flattening it, putting each individual finger into the 

dough, rolling it into a sausage and squeezing it. 

If you want to have a go at home, here are some videos 

on YouTube you can try, or simply put on your favourite 

music and dough dance away! Here are some moves: 

- Squeeze  

- Pat 

- Squash into a pancake 



- Twist 

- Tear 

- Roll into a ball or roll into a sausage  

- Pinch 

- Use tools to make patterns – these can be forks, cookie 

cutters etc 

 

https://youtu.be/o9D5lfqZF3o 

 

https://youtu.be/DrBsNhwxzgc 

 

Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle 

Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle is an early writing 

programme, created by Shonette Bason-Wood. Squiggle 

Whilst You Wiggle uses neurological and physiological 

movement to create marks. We use this programme as a 

way to support the beginning of our children’s writing 

journey. We incorporate dance, music and large 

movements to help children develop the fine muscle 

control they need for writing. We start by developing 

our gross motor skills by holding ‘flappers’ (bits of 

fabric) in each hand whilst dancing along to music and 

https://youtu.be/o9D5lfqZF3o
https://youtu.be/DrBsNhwxzgc


following the teacher’s instructions. The children then 

sap their ‘flappers’ for writing tools (crayons, pens etc) 

to make marks. This could be in foam, on paper or in the 

sand. This approach is all about developing children’s 

writing in a fun and exciting and extremely active way. 

All the children access the programme at the beginning 

of the year in preparation for writing and will continue 

to explore the programme for as long as is needed. 

 

For Parents – Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle Part 1.  

Shonette demonstrates the first three moves in the 

Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle teaching method for writing. 

 

https://youtu.be/ptFAL-eSvxU 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ptFAL-eSvxU

