
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

10th November 2023 

We have been shining together during our first week back after the half term 

break… 

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in 

the world. 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan 

A warm welcome back to the final part of the autumn term. We hope that 

the children enjoyed their break and it has been fantastic to see them back 

in school and ready for their learning and fun. 

Parents will have received a letter this week regarding our forthcoming SIAMS 

inspection next Tuesday. We are looking forward to inviting them in to school 

to see how we live out our vision at Burton Leonard Primary School. 

Our worship focus this week has been ‘Remembrance’. This week’s ‘Big 

Question’ is ‘How does the poppy help us remember and what does it mean 

to you?’ 

We spent some time at the beginning of the week looking at the history of 

the poppy and then went on to extend our learning beyond our Collective 

Worship session. It has been an honour hearing the children share their 

family’s histories throughout the week and we want to say a big thank you to 

Mr Webley for coming into school to speak to Merlin Class about his 

experiences. 

Today’s visit to Church was thoughtful and reflective. The children shared 

some stunning poems and prayers, along with some beautiful artwork, crafts 

and reads they have completed this week. A big thank you to Rev Robb, 

who led our Act of Remembrance, to Mrs Cummings who read beautifully 

and to Mr Stace, who played The Last Post and Revielle with such talent. 

Reading for Pleasure 

It was amazing to see so many of you join us for our Roll Up & Read sessions 

this week. The children really loved having you in school to share their stories 

and books with them. Moving forwards, this will become a regular half term 

event. Mrs Heys is completing some very exciting reading CPD and has lots of 

exciting plans for improving reading for pleasure this year. 

At the end of half term we also appointed our very first Reading 

Ambassadors. Orchid, Harry D, Harry H, Grace A, Skylar, Joshua, Sophie and 

Jackory will be working closely with Mrs Heys to champion reading in 

school. They already have lots of exciting ideas! Watch this space… 

School Council 

I met with the School Council today, who met to finalise their Make a 

Difference Day plans, as well as thinking about the next steps for their other 

amazing ideas. More information to follow on rewilding, recycling, online 

safety awareness, sports and dance competitions! 

A big thank you to the School Council for selling poppies at break times and 

after school in order to raise funds for The British Legion. 

Parent/Teacher Consultations 



It was lovely to see so many of you attend our parent/teacher consultations 

this week, either in person or on Teams. It was a fantastic opportunity for 

teachers to share how your child is settling into their new year group and how 

they are making progress in their learning. 

Behaviour Policy 

We have been revising our behaviour policy for the forthcoming year and 

you will have heard us introducing lots of exciting new ways to recognise and 

celebrate our children’s achievements. We have also been researching the 

best way to support our children on their educational journey. Please see our 

revised policy and Behaviour Blueprint attached. We introduced our thinking 

around this at our Parent Vision meeting last half term (please visit our Vision & 

Values page on the website https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/our-

school/as-a-church-school/vision-and-values/ for more information). 

FOBLs 

Thank you FOBLs for our first two exciting fundraisers – Tuck Shop & Second 

Hand Uniform Sale. Thank you for supporting these stalls today – all money 

goes towards enrichment opportunities for our children. 

Headteacher Shine Award 

My Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate is awarded to Amira this week - for 

demonstrating our school values and living out our school vision every day! 

Amira will now receive an invitation to my Headteacher ‘Shine’ treat at the 

end of this half term and her name will be proudly displayed on our ‘Shine’ 

tree in the entrance hall. 

Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week’s teacher 

updates – well done to those who have shone in their learning and are 

working hard to be the best they can be and beyond! 

Spotlight on School Vision 

Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at 

home, maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s 

discussion topic is… 

‘How do we show love to our neighbours around the world during the time of 

Remembrance?’ 

Attendance & Punctuality 

Our average attendance so far in the year is 97.4%. This week’s winners of our 

attendance cup are…Y2! Well done Merlin Class! 

Research has proven that there is a high correlation between school 

attendance and academic performance and success. 

Why is it so important to attend every day? 

- Learning is a progressive activity; each day’s lessons build upon those of 

the previous day(s) 
- Reading the material and completing work independently does not 

compensate for direct interaction with the teacher 
- Many classes use discussions, demonstrations, experiments and 

participation as part of the daily learning activities and these cannot 

be made up by those who are absent 

Are there other benefits to my child? 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/our-school/as-a-church-school/vision-and-values/
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- Pupils with good attendance records generally achieve higher grades 

and enjoy school more 

- Having a good education will help to give your child the best possible 

start in life 

- Regular school attendance patterns encourage the development of 

other patterns of responsible behaviour 

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates 

Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel 

your child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class 

teacher know. 

A quick reminder that next week we will be delivering our NSPCC ‘Speak Out, 

Stay Safe’ programme and workshops. These will be delivered in school 

during Anti-Bullying Week next week. A letter was sent out last half term - 

please note there was a reply slip attached to this for KS2 parents to 

complete. If you do not want your child to take part in the survey, please sign 

the slip and return it to your child’s class teacher. If you are happy for your 

child to take part in the survey but your child changes their mind on the day, 

that is also okay. 

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Leader 

Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland 

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Mullender 

Health & Safety 

Road Safety 

Road Safety Week is the 19th - 25th November. We are very proud that so 

many of our pupils cycle and walk to school and we want to ensure that they 

do so safely. We continually revisit road safety in our PSHE curriculum, but will 

be having a particular focus during Road Safety Week on ensuring that our 

children use their roads safely. Watch this space... 

 

Preparing for the Cold & Wet Weather 

Please ensure your child comes to school with 

a jumper/cardigan, wellingtons and a raincoat daily. Now that the winter 

months are drawing near we do still want the children to utilise their playing 

space, so wellingtons will allow this if the field is wet. 

On-line Safety 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-

mobile-safety/staying-safe-online/ is a great site for you to visit with your child 

to know what’s safe online and what’s not. There is lots of advice to help 

children keep safe and to know what to do when things go wrong. 

Mental Health & Well Being 

Mind has a great website for adults, which offers lots of help to support with 

your mental wellbeing https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-

everyday-living/wellbeing/ 

What’s happening this weekend and the next few weeks? 
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Saturday 11th November – Lychgate Memorial Service for Remembrance at 

St Leonards Church 

Sunday 12th November – Remembrance Service 10:30 @ St Leonards Church 

Anti-Bullying Week 

Celebrating Diversity & Inclusion 

Monday 13th November 

- Odd Socks & World Kindness Day (children are invited to wear odd socks to 

school to mark the start of Anti-Bullying Week) 

- Teachers will deliver NSPCC assemblies and PANTS talks relevant to age groups 

in school. 

Tuesday 14th November – SIAMS visit 

Thursday 16th November 

- NSPCC Speak Out & Stay Safe Workshops in school for Y2, Y5 & Y6 pupils 

(delivered by NSPCC Volunteers). 

- Rev Robb in school for Collective Worship 

Friday 17th November 

- Friendship Friday (activities in school) 

- Children In Need (Children are invited to wear anything spotty for £1.00 to 

fundraise for this year's Children in Need campaign) 

Enrichment & Clubs 

Tuesdays – Sports Club & Homework Club 

Wednesdays – Books & Buns, Library Grannies, Dance Club & Mandarin Club 

Thursdays – Chess Club & Yoga 

Fridays – Forest School with Outdoor Adventures 

School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and 

guitar. Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries. 

Dates for your diary! 

20.11.23 – Flu Immunisations 

20.11.23 – FOBLS Christmas Jumper Swap Shop (After-school) 

23.11.23 – Make a Difference Day 

30.11.23 – Musician/Composer/Performer Simeon Wood Assembly and 

Workshops 

1.12.23 – FOBLs Non-school Uniform Day 

2.12.23 – KS2 Music Concert (more details to follow from Mrs Hawkes) 

2.12.23 – FOBLs Shopping Night 

4.12.23 – Skip 2 B Fit 



7.12.23 – Christmas Pantomime @ Harrogate Theatre 

8.12.23 – Christingle Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 

10.12.23 – Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

13.12.23 – Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 

13.12.23 – Christmas Lunch 

18.12.23 – FOBLS Christmas Movie Night 

20.12.23 – Owl & Merlin Class Nativity 

22.12.23 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

22.12.23 – FOBLS Raffle 

22.12.23 – School closes for Christmas break 

8.1.24 – Staff Training Day 

9.1.24 – School re-opens 

14.1.24 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

18.1.24 – FOBLS Chocolate Bingo (please note, this is replacing the disco on 

the 19th) 

9.2.24 – FOBLS Disco 

9.2.24 – School closes for half term 

11.2.24 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

19.2.24 – School re-opens 

23.2.24 – FOBLS After-school Tuck Shop 

8.3.24 – FOBLS Mother’s Day Shop 

10.3.24 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

Wb 11.3.24 – Parent/teacher Consultations 

15.3.24 – Kite Bake Sale 

18.3.24 – 22.2.23 Kestrel Class East Barnby Residential 

18.3.24 – Easter Fun & Games 

22.3.24 – End of Term service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

22.3.24 – School closes for Easter Break 

8.4.24 – School re-opens 

14.4.24 – Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

6.5.24 – May Bank Holiday 

13.5.24 – 16.5.23 – Y6 SATs Week 

23.5.24 – School closes for Half Term 

24.5.24 Staff Training Day 

3.6.24 – School re-opens 

5.6.24 – BL Fest 

13.6.24 – Summer Fayre 

13.6.24 – Summer Raffle 

10.7.24 – KS2 Summer Performance 

18.7.24 – Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – School closes for Summer Break 

* Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any 

changes occur. 

 

Rebecca Wolfe 

Head Teacher 


