
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 
13th October 2023 

Our shining stars have been brighter than ever this week… living out our vision 
To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the 

world. 
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Our worship focus this week has been on prayer. This week’s ‘Big Question’ is ‘Is there 

a right or wrong way to pray?’ We have explored different types of prayer, where 

you can pray, how you can pray and how personal prayer is. Our worship is not just 

something that is thought about in our Collective Worship sessions, it is something 

that we take into our day, week, month, year, life…it has been amazing to hear the 

pupils share with staff the way worship makes them feel and how it is having an 

impact. 
Hopefully our children have been sharing some of the new developments we have 

been making to our behaviour systems and procedures. Our children have been 

working hard on our new 3Rs – Ready, Respectful and Responsible. It is fantastic to 

see the recognition boards filling up in classrooms – our children are really shining 

brightly. Whilst introducing our recognition boards we have taken a pause on team 

points and are now in the process of moving to a new Class Dojo reward strategy 

that links to our recognition boards and will revive our team point system – watch this 

space… 

World Mental Health Day 
This Tuesday was World Mental Health day. We consider mental health every day at 

Burton Leonard Primary School. It has been so lovely to see the children learn about 

ways to support their own mental health. We are passionate about ensuring that this 

is a priority in school. 

School Council 
After a successful election this year’s School Council are well on their way to 

planning a year full of exciting and purposeful activities and projects. They are 

working on their aims and goals and have some amazing ideas to improve school 

life. 
The council have plans to improve our outdoor Reflection Area this year. We are 

thinking of growing sensory plants, adding a gate and adding lots of features to 

support quiet reflection. If you have any plants, garden items or are able to help us 

fit a gate please do let me know – any donations would be greatly appreciated! 
We will be developing the area as part of our first ‘Make a Difference Day’ of the 

year next half term. 

Website Plea 
We are really keen to update the school website to a more user-friendly tool for 

communication between home and school. Our goal is for it to become a one-stop 

shop for parents and children to keep you all updated on the fantastic things 

happening at our school. We are keen to develop class pages and have a website 

that really shows how much we shine and make a difference. Unfortunately, funding 

is a barrier for investing in this at present. If anyone is able to dedicate any time (or 

knows anyone involved in website creation) to developing a new website for us and 

supporting school in maintaining it, please do let me know. 
Parent Vision Presentation 

If you are wondering why we have been developing and updating our school 

vision recently, then please join staff and governors next Wednesday 



18th October at either 15:45 or 18:00 to learn more about the thinking behind our 

new updated vision, values and curriculum aims. 

The presentations will be held in the school. If you are unable to attend a copy of 

the presentation will be available to view on the website following the meetings. 

If you require the use of After School Club please book ASAP (due to limited 

spaces), alerting Mrs Drake that you will be attending the meeting. 

Christmas Cards 

This week your child will have received a 'Christmas Card Design Sheet' to be 

completed at home and returned to school by Friday 20th October. You will 

have the opportunity to purchase many items including Christmas cards and 

mugs which make fantastic presents for loved ones. It is a really beautiful 

memory to treasure for years to come. £1 from every purchase will go to school 

and we can use this money to organise many more exciting enrichment 

opportunities for all. 

Forthcoming Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Our first parent/teacher consultations of the academic year will take place the 

week beginning the 6th November (the first week back after half term). Teachers 

are looking forward to meeting with you to share how your child is settling in and 

progressing in their new year group. Teachers will inform you of the days they will 

be holding their consultations in their class updates. Bookings for this will be sent 

out via Arbor before we break up for the half-term holiday. 

FOBLS 

FOBLs will be holding a second hand uniform sale at the forthcoming bake sale on 

the 20th October, should anyone require anything. 
A quick reminder to sign up to easyfundraising to help raise extra funds for school – 

every little helps. 
Just letting you know that Friends of Burton Leonard School are now registered with 

easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you 

shop online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to 

shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! 

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really 

appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely 

FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-

of-burton-leonard-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1 

Thank you so much! 
Please take a minute to visit the website and sign up…it really will make such a 

difference. 

Headteacher Shine Award 
My Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate is awarded to Joey this week - for demonstrating 

our school values and living out our school vision every day! Joey will now receive an 

invitation to my Headteacher ‘Shine’ treat at the end of this half term and his name 

will be proudly displayed on our ‘Shine’ tree in the entrance hall. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-burton-leonard-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-burton-leonard-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1


Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week’s teacher updates 

– well done to those who have shone in their learning! 

Spotlight on School Vision 
Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at home, 

maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s discussion topic 

is… 
‘Why is it important for us to be willing to help others?’ 

Attendance & Punctuality 
Our average attendance for the last five weeks is 97.8%. This week’s winners of our 

attendance cup are…Reception and Year 3! Amazing! 
Attendance is very important to us at Burton Leonard Primary School and we pride 

ourselves on maintaining above national percentages – our pupils enjoy school and 

this is seen in the fantastic attendance statistics that we continue to maintain. It is 

proven that good attendance results in better outcomes for pupils both 

academically and for their wellbeing. 

We also understand that genuine illness and health issues can occur and that pupils 

are unable to attend school because of this. We also understand that in some cases 

there are exceptional absences for pupils. 
Please see our attendance policy on the school website for further information 

regarding our attendance policy and procedures. As the half term draws to a close 

your child’s class teacher may contact you regarding your child’s attendance, so 

we can look at ways to work together to ensure the best outcomes for your child. 
How does attendance affect outcomes for pupils? 

‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing, and wider 

development. Evidence shows that the pupils with the highest attendance throughout 

their time in school gain the best GCSE and A Level results. 

Department of Education research found that pupils who performed better both at 

the end of primary and secondary school missed fewer days than those who didn’t 

perform as well. 

The data also shows that in 2019, primary school children in Key Stage 2 who didn’t 

achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths missed on average 

four more days per school year than those whose performance exceeded the 

expected standard. 

Similarly, in the same year, secondary school pupils who didn’t achieve grade 9 to 4 

in English and maths missed 10 more days on average over the key stage than those 

who achieved grade 9 to 5 in both English and maths.’ 

Department of Education; The Education Hub; 18 May 2023 

New Foundation Governor 

We are delighted to share that Mrs Earl is the new Foundation Governor for Burton 

Leonard Primary School and look forward to working with her. 

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates 



A reminder that Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-

ins. Many pupils utilise this support in school. If you feel your child would benefit from 

this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class teacher know. 
Please see attached to this week’s update a letter outlining our forthcoming NSPCC 

‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’ programme and workshops that we will be delivering in 

school during Anti-Bullying Week. Please note there is a reply slip attached to this. 

School have worked closely with the NSPCC to deliver these programmes for many 

years at Burton Leonard and it is crucial that our children receive the important 

messages and information so that they know how to stay safe. 

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. 
Our Safeguarding Team 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Leader 
Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland 
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Mullender 

Health & Safety 
Preparing for the Cold Weather 

Please ensure your child comes to school with a jumper/cardigan, wellingtons and 

a raincoat daily. 
On-line Safety 

Visit https://www.internetmatters.org/ to find great support for parents and a wealth 

of practical tips, from age-specific online safety checklists to comprehensive guides 

on setting parental controls. 
Mental Health & Well Being 
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/self-help/guides-tools-and-activities/five-steps-to-

mental-wellbeing/ 
Evidence suggests there are 5 steps you can take to improve your mental health 

and wellbeing. Take a look at things you can try out to help you feel more positive 

and able to get the most out of life. 
What’s happening this weekend and next week? 

Wednesday 18th October - ‘Vision & Values’ Parent Meeting 
Friday 20th October – Celebration @ St Leonards Church (tea and coffee available 

prior at St Leonards Hall) 

Friday 20th October - Owl Bake Sale 
Friday 20th October – FOBLs Second-hand Uniform Sale 

Enrichment & Clubs 
Tuesdays – Sports Club & Homework Club 
Wednesdays – Books & Buns, Library Grannies, Dance Club & Mandarin Club 

Thursdays – Chess Club & Yoga 
Fridays – Forest School with Outdoor Adventures 

School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and guitar. 

Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries. 

Dates for your diary! 
23.10.23 – Bishop Anna visiting school 

26.10.23 – FOBLs Spooktacular Fun & Games & Village Hall 
26.10.23 – School closes for half-term 

27.10.23 - Staff Training Day 
31.10.23 – Deadline for Y6 secondary school admissions. Please 

visit https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-

admissions/starting-secondary-school for further information 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/self-help/guides-tools-and-activities/five-steps-to-mental-wellbeing/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/self-help/guides-tools-and-activities/five-steps-to-mental-wellbeing/
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/starting-secondary-school
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/starting-secondary-school


5.11.23 – St Leonards Patronal led by Bishop Anna @ St Leonards Church + Bring & 

Share Lunch 

6.11.23 – School re-opens 
Wb 6.11.23 – Parent/teacher Consultations (Teachers releasing dates on their weekly 

updates; booking will be available before the end of term) 
WB 6.11.23 – Roll Up and Read Week 
10.11.23 – Remembrance @ St Leonards Church 

10.11.21 – FOBLs After-school Tuck Shop 
11.11.23 – Lychgate Memorial Service for Remembrance at St Leonards Church 

20.11.23 – Flu Immunisations 
20.11.23 – FOBLS Christmas Jumper Swap Shop (After-school) 
22.11.23 – Make a Difference Day 

30.11.23 – Musician/Composer/Performer Simeon Wood Assembly and Workshops 
1.12.23 – FOBLs Non-school Uniform Day 
2.12.23 – KS2 Music Concert (more details to follow from Mrs Hawkes) 

2.12.23 – FOBLs Shopping Night 
4.12.23 – Skip 2 B Fit 

7.12.23 – Christmas Pantomime @ Harrogate Theatre 
8.12.23 – Christingle Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 
10.12.23 – Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

13.12.23 – Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 
13.12.23 – Christmas Lunch 

18.12.23 – FOBLS Christmas Movie Night 
20.12.23 – Owl & Merlin Class Nativity 
22.12.23 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

22.12.23 – FOBLS Raffle 
22.12.23 – School closes for Christmas break 

8.1.24 – Staff Training Day 
9.1.23 – School re-opens 
14.1.23 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

18.1.23 – FOBLS Chocolate Bingo (please note, this is replacing the disco on the 19th) 
9.2.23 – FOBLS Disco 
9.2.23 – School closes for half term 

11.2.23 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 
19.2.23 – School re-opens 

23.2.23 – FOBLS After-school Tuck Shop 
8.3.23 – FOBLS Mother’s Day Shop 
10.3.23 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

Wb 11.3.23 – Parent/teacher Consultations 
15.3.23 – Kite Bake Sale 

18.3.23 – 22.2.23 Kestrel Class East Barnby Residential 
18.3.23 – Easter Fun & Games 
22.3.23 – End of Term service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

22.3.23 – School closes for Easter Break 
8.4.23 – School re-opens 

14.4.23 – Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church 
6.5.23 – May Bank Holiday 
13.5.23 – 16.5.23 – Y6 SATs Week 

23.5.23 – School closes for Half Term 
24.5.23 Staff Training Day 

3.6.23 – School re-opens 



5.6.23 – BL Fest 
13.6.23 – Summer Fayre 

13.6.23 – Summer Raffle 
10.7.23 – KS2 Summer Performance 

18.7.23 – Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 
19.7.23 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 
19.7.23 – School closes for Summer Break 

* Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any 

changes occur. 

 

Rebecca Wolfe 

Head Teacher 
 


