
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

15th December 2023 

As the end of the autumn term draws to a near I have been so impressed with the way 

the children have been living out our school vision… 

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the world. 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan 

This week we thought about light and the importance of light for the Jewish festival of 

Hannukah. We thought about how light is important in many religious and non-religious 

faiths and how it is important to us, leading us to our big question...What does light mean 

to you? 

This is my final weekly update of the term, as next week we will send out our Half-Term 

Round-Up. 

Children-led Service 

Well done to all of our pupils who contributed to the service at Church las Sunday. You 

were, as always, amazing! You represented our community brilliantly! 

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 

We raised £83 for Save the Children; a huge thank you to everyone who donated a 

pound to wear their Christmas jumper for the day. 

Fundraising Update 

We’ve completed lots of fundraising this term. We raised £126.17 for the Royal British 

Legion Poppy Appeal and £76.00 for Children in Need. We are waiting to hear how 

much was raised for the Children’s Society with our cardboard candles. 

Christmas Lunch 

We had a fantastic Christmas lunch on Wednesday, which was delicious! A really big 

thank you to Tracey for all her hard work and for cooking us such an amazing meal – 

what a treat! It was great fun sitting together, pulling crackers and listening to Christmas 

songs. 

Performance Poetry 

What amazing effort from the children for Performance Poetry day this week. I am 

always so impressed with the time that is taken by them to choose their poems and how 

they are going to perform them. We have lots of budding poets amongst us! 

Well done to everyone who took part and to the children who received a £5 token for 

The Little Ripon Book Shop. 



Owl Class – Mati 

Merlin Class – Ben 

Kite Class – Joshua 

Kestrel Class – Sebastian 

Book Club 

This week in school our Book Club has been ‘Reading Influencers’. Our pupils have been 

learning about the importance of reading and how being a reading influencer is really 

exciting. 

Merlin Bake Sale 

Thank you to our Merlin families for baking and providing cakes for our bake sale 

today. Thank you to the FOBLS for organising. 

Christmas Parties 

Our EYFS & KS1 children had a fantastic party this afternoon – there was lots of music, fun 

and laughter coming from the hall. 

Kestrels and Kites will be having their party next Monday afternoon. Mr Doohan will be 

sending out more information regarding this. 

Headteacher Shine Award 

This week my final Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate of the half term is awarded to Nola - 

for demonstrating our school values and living out our school vision every day! Nola will 

now receive an invitation to my Headteacher ‘Shine’ treat next Monday afternoon and 

her name will be proudly displayed on our ‘Shine’ tree in the entrance hall. 

Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week’s teacher updates – 

well done to those who have shone in their learning and are working hard to be the best 

they can be and beyond! 

Dojo Winners 

Stephenson Greens are the winners of this week’s Dojo Team Point Cup. Well done, your 

ribbons will be on this week’s cup and your name on our shining team star! 

Spotlight on School Vision 

Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at home, 

maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s discussion topic is… 

‘How can we make our own light shine?’ 

Attendance & Punctuality 



Our average attendance so far in the year is 97.3%. This week’s winners of our 

attendance cup are Reception. Well done! 

We are so proud of our children and their attendance at Burton Leonard Primary School. 

If you haven’t heard yet, class teachers will be in touch with parents next week to discuss 

your child’s attendance if it has fallen below 95% this term. If it has fallen below 90% you 

may also receive a letter. These conversations are to strengthen support and dialogue 

between home and school to ensure our children and families are well supported. For 

further information regarding our attendance procedures please visit our policies 

page https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/policies/ 

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates 

Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child 

would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class teacher know. 

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any 

concerns or worries involving a child. 

We have been reviewing our invacuation and evacuation procedures in school and are 

sharing these with the children, ensuring that the children are well prepared for this 

through discussion and PSHE sessions appropriate to their key stage. Following the 

Christmas break we have planned a practice for this. We will notify parents before this 

occurs, so that pupils are prepared at home and at school. 

As Mrs Leader is retiring next week, Mrs Drake will become our new Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. Mrs Drake has received statutory training and will be responsible for 

any safeguarding issues, in my absence. We will be sharing this with children following 

the Christmas break and will update our signposts around school, along with the school 

website. If you have any safeguarding concerns over the Christmas break, please visit 

our safeguarding page on the school website, https://burtonleonard.n-

yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct you to how you can make a 

referral directly. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake 

Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland 

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Mullender 

Health & Safety 

Accident Returns 

As mentioned last week, if you receive an accident report letter for your child please 

ensure that the slip below is completed and returned asap, thank you. If a member of 

staff is unable to hand the letter to you in person, you will receive an email, which we 

request you confirm receipt of by email return. 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/policies/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/


Preparing for the Snow, Cold & Wet Weather 

We will always endeavour to notify parents of any school closures due to snow at the 

earliest opportunity. This will be via Arbor. 

Please ensure your child comes to school with a jumper/cardigan, wellingtons and 

a raincoat daily. Now that the winter months are drawing near we do still want the 

children to utilise their playing space, so wellingtons and suitable outdoor clothing will 

allow this if the field is wet. 

Road Safety 

Another polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the 

day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the paths 

and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. 

On-line Safety 

This year new filtering and monitoring procedures have been introduced into schools to 

ensure that pupils are kept safe whilst online. We have systems in place to monitor our 

pupils’ online searches, so that we can intervene and support swiftly and this is regularly 

monitored. 

To support parents with keeping children safe online at home please 

visit https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ 

Mental Health & Well Being 

Christmas is a lovely time, but can also be a very tricky time for some 

families. https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/tips-and-support-

for-the-holidays/ gives lots of practical advice to families in order to support during the 

holidays. 

FOBLS News 

Christmas Movie Night – 18th December 

Christmas Raffle – 22nd December @ our End of Term Service, 2pm at St Leonards Church 

If you are interested in joining the FOBLS team please catch up with Lorraine Hanson. 

What’s happening this weekend and the next few weeks? 

Monday 18th December 

- Kites & Kestrels Christmas Party (Children to come to school in party clothes) 

- Headteacher Shine Treat 

- FOBLS Movie Night (please see poster attached) 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/tips-and-support-for-the-holidays/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/tips-and-support-for-the-holidays/


Wednesday 20th December – Owl & Merlin Class Nativity @ The Village Hall 2pm & 

6:30pm performances 

Friday 22nd December 

- End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

- FOBLS Raffle will be drawn at the service 

- School closes for Christmas break 

Enrichment & Clubs 

Tuesdays – Sports Club & Homework Club 

Wednesdays – Books & Buns, Library Grannies, Dance Club & Mandarin Club 

Thursdays – Yoga 

Fridays – Forest School with Outdoor Adventures 

School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and guitar. 

Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries. 

Dates for your diary! 

8.1.24 – Staff Training Day 

9.1.24 – School re-opens 

14.1.24 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

18.1.24 – FOBLS Chocolate Bingo 

9.2.24 – FOBLS Disco 

9.2.24 – School closes for half term 

11.2.24 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

19.2.24 – School re-opens 

23.2.24 – FOBLS After-school Tuck Shop 

8.3.24 – FOBLS Mother’s Day Shop 

10.3.24 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

Wb 11.3.24 – Parent/teacher Consultations 

15.3.24 – Kite Bake Sale 



18.3.24 – 22.2.23 Kestrel Class East Barnby Residential 

18.3.24 – Easter Fun & Games 

22.3.24 – End of Term service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

22.3.24 – School closes for Easter Break 

8.4.24 – School re-opens 

14.4.24 – Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church 

6.5.24 – May Bank Holiday 

13.5.24 – 16.5.23 – Y6 SATs Week 

23.5.24 – School closes for Half Term 

24.5.24 Staff Training Day 

3.6.24 – School re-opens 

5.6.24 – BL Fest 

13.6.24 – Summer Fayre 

13.6.24 – Summer Raffle 

10.7.24 – KS2 Summer Performance 

18.7.24 – Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – School closes for Summer Break 

Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any changes 

occur. 

 

Rebecca Wolfe 

Head Teacher 
 


