
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

15th March 2024 

It has been a busy week in school – we have had lots of visitors, including governors, 

Cluster Headteachers and our new North Yorkshire Council Adviser, who shared that we 

are a ‘very happy school’. Our children demonstrated beautiful manners and chatted 

enthusiastically about their learning to all visitors, which made the team feel extremely 

proud! We welcomed the opportunity to share the developments we have been 

making to the curriculum, our systems and procedures which received very positive 

feedback. As our work on the curriculum continues we are keen to share developments 

with parents and will be inviting you to a parent session in the summer term. 

Parent and carer views, as always, are welcomed and I will be distributing an online 

Parent Questionnaire before the end of term. The purpose of the survey is to gather your 

thoughts on different areas of school, so that we can respond. 

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the world. 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Love, Courage & Service 

This week’s Big Question focused on our ‘Make a Difference Day’ value of service. ‘How 

can I make a difference in school, my local community and the wider world?’ Our 

school councillors organised this term’s activities, which ranged from creating thoughtful 

pieces of work for the local community to writing letters to the President of Brazil about 

deforestation. 

We received a lovely email from the Parish Council, who praised the children’s litter-

picking efforts. 

Our vision is driven towards our pupils being the voice of the present and the future and 

we are sure that yesterday inspired positive change for the world we live in. 

Lambs in School 

A huge thank you to the Heptonstall family for introducing us to their beautiful lambs in 

school today. The children were so excited to see them and asked lots of interesting 

questions to support their understanding of animals and farming. 

Parent Consultations 

Thank you for meeting with your child’s class teachers these last few weeks to engage in 

your child’s learning. The consultations were well attended and thank you for such 

positive feedback. 

Teachers fed back that there were lots of questions around homework at meetings this 

week. Our homework progression plan is thoughtfully planned using current research 

and response to our parent questionnaire last year. To see the documentation and 



Parent Meeting Power Point for this please visit…. In our drive for constant improvement 

we are reviewing our homework procedures following your feedback. Our goal with 

homework is to provide purposeful learning opportunities that will support learning in the 

classroom. Class teachers will always be happy to suggest additional learning materials 

to parents. 

East Barnby Update 

East Barnby is fast approaching and we ae looking forward to a week of outdoor activity 

and excitement! Mr Doohan and I met with Kestrel Class today, to answer any last 

minute questions and to remind pupils of expectations. If any questions arise over the 

weekend a copy of the Power Point from our information evening can be 

accessed here 

On arrival at school on Monday morning, Mrs Bland will collect in any medication 

corresponding to your medical forms. As a reminder, school can not administer any non-

prescribed medication. Thank you for your understanding. 

Children, parents and carers can arrive in school form 8:30am on Monday morning, so 

that medication and any last minute questions can be answered. 

Headteacher Shine Award 

This week’s Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate is awarded to Art in Y2 - for demonstrating 

our school values and living out our school vision every day! Art received an invitation to 

my Headteacher ‘Shine’ treat today and his name will be proudly displayed on our 

‘Shine’ tree in the entrance hall. 

Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week’s teacher updates, 

which are also shared with parents each Friday – well done to those who have shone in 

their learning and are working hard to be the best they can be and beyond! 

Dojo Winners 

Stephenson Greens are the winners of this week’s Dojo Team Point Cup. Well done, your 

ribbons will be on this week’s cup and your name on our shining team star! 

Spotlight on School Vision 

Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at home, 

maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s discussion topic is… 

‘How are other people affected when you make a difference?’ 

Attendance & Punctuality 

Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 97.2%. This week’s winners of our 

attendance cup is Year 1. Well done! 

We have seen fantastic punctuality this term, with lots of pupils arriving at school for their 

Early Bird activities. Our worship begins promptly after registration and arriving at this time 

enables pupils to follow the ‘Being ready’ of our 3Rs. Punctuality is so important for pupils 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/East-Barnby-Presentation.pdf


now and in their future lives, thank you for supporting us to help your child ‘Be Ready’ for 

their learning. 

As a reminder, the school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive from 

8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready to start their day! All pupils 

should be registered by 8:55 and ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky start to 

the day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your support in encouraging 

and sharing the importance of punctuality with the children. Every minute counts! 

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates 

It was very helpful to have our new safeguarding governor, Mrs Jennifer Hewitt, in school 

this week. Mrs Hewitt is a fantastic asset to the Governing Board and a champion of 

safeguarding and our children’s wellbeing. 

During East Barnby week, Mrs Drake our DDSL, will be the first point of contact for any 

safeguarding and will liaise daily with me whilst I am on the East Barnby residential. 

With Mrs Bland at East Barnby next week, nurture drop-ins will not be available as 

usual. Please do speak to your child’s class teacher or Mrs Drake if you have any worries 

about your child’s wellbeing. 

Miss Dunster and Mr Stace will be teaching Kite Class and are available to support with 

any social and emotional needs children may have in Mr Doohan’s absence. 

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any 

concerns or worries involving a child. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake 

Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland 

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt 

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to 

contact Mrs Drake or I, please visit our safeguarding page on the school 

website, https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct 

you to how you can make a referral directly. 

Health & Safety 

Preparing for the Snow, Cold & Wet Weather 

We will always endeavour to notify parents of any school closures due to snow at the 

earliest opportunity. This will be via Arbor. 

Please ensure your child comes to school with a jumper/cardigan, wellingtons and 

a raincoat daily. Now that the winter months are drawing near we do still want the 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/


children to utilise their playing space, so wellingtons and suitable outdoor clothing will 

allow this if the field is wet. 

Please note – wellingtons in school allows the children to access the field/den-building 

area when the ground is muddy/wet. Please ensure pupils have wellingtons in school to 

enable them to do this. 

Playtime Climbing Equipment 

We are always keen for our children to access the playtime climbing equipment in 

school, however due to wet weather, this can often be a challenge. Due to the wood 

based structure of this equipment pupils cannot access this when it is wet, as it is 

extremely slippy and could cause injury. Please be assured that we encourage use of 

this equipment at every possible opportunity. 

Road Safety 

Another polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the 

day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the paths 

and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. 

Online Safety 

Another reminder of the fantastic NSPCC website, which has great go-to pages for 

parents. https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

Mental Health & Well Being 

Visit https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ for information and help targeted at young 

people and parents. 

Enrichment & Clubs 

Monday – KS2 Art Club with Miss Newton 

Tuesday – Sport Club with Mr Irving 

Wednesday Lunchtime – Choir with Mr Stace 

Thursday – Mandarin Club with Mrs Cummings (to be booked via Mrs Cummings please) 

Thursday Lunchtime – KS2 Book Club with Mr Stace 

Coming soon…Lunchtime Choir with Mr Stace! 

School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and guitar. 

Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries. 

Dates for your diary! 
18.3.24 – 22.2.23 Kestrel Class East Barnby Residential – parents and pupils can arrive in 

school from 8:30am. 
19.3.24 – Animals UK Visit in Owl Class 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


21.3.24 – Easter Fun & Games 
22.3.24 – End of Term service 2pm @ St Leonards Church (Mrs Heys will be leading this) 
22.3.24 – School closes for Easter Break 
8.4.24 – School re-opens 
14.4.24 – Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church 
6.5.24 – May Bank Holiday 
13.5.24 – 16.5.23 – Y6 SATs Week 
19.5.24 – BL 10K 
23.5.24 – School closes for Half Term 
24.5.24 Staff Training Day 
3.6.24 – School re-opens 
5.6.24 – BL Festival 
13.6.24 – Summer Fayre 
13.6.24 – Summer Raffle 
10.7.24 – KS2 Summer Performance 
18.7.24 – Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 
19.7.24 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 
19.7.24 – School closes for Summer Break 
* Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any changes 

occur. 

Mrs Wolfe's Book Recommendation of the Week 

 

My recommended read of the week is the late Benjamin Zephaniah’s ‘People 

Need People’ – a book that I feel encapsulates the vision of Burton Leonard C of 

E Primary School. Zephaniah is one of my favourite poets and this uplifting poetry 

picture book shares the importance of connecting with others, reminding us all 

to always be kind to one another. 

 

Rebecca Wolfe 

Head Teacher 
 


