
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

19th April 2024 

Another fabulous week in school…where our children have been living out our 

school vision every day with energy and excitement. 

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the 

world. 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Love, Courage & Service 

This week’s worship focus theme was friendship. We have been reflecting on what 

makes a good friend and how friendships are often full of joy, but that they can also 

sometimes be challenging. Our children have a very good understanding of what it 

means to be a good friend and how to always show love, courage and service 

when friendships change. 

This week’s safeguarding worship, led by our wonderful CCWC, opened up lots of 

opportunities to talk about staying safe in the classroom. Pupils considered physical 

and emotional safety, thinking carefully about the importance of listening carefully 

and always respecting others. 

Ralph’s Amazing Fundraiser 

A big thank you to Ralph’s mum, who shared some lovely words with us in Church 

today. We are so proud of Ralph and the fundraising he has done for Alopecia UK, 

raising awareness, as well as inspiring those around us and truly living out our school 

vision. Ralph’s mum confirmed that a total of over £160 was raised, which is just 

amazing! All money raised will go to Alopecia UK, a charity that is very important to 

Burton Leonard School. Well done Ralph – you are amazing! 

Sports News 

There are lots of exciting sports events planned for the summer term. Class teachers 

will send information out to parents regarding any activities planned for their year 

groups. We have also planned the potential date of for Sports Day, which we are 

planning to hold on 2nd July. Please be aware that this may change, subject to 

weather conditions. 
Cathedral Chorister Auditions 

Dr Krippner, the Director of Music at Ripon Cathedral, will be visiting our school on to 

talk to the children during an assembly about the Choristers of Ripon Cathedral and 

how to become a Cathedral Chorister. All interested KS2 children are invited to see 

Dr Krippner after the assembly for an informal audition. Being a chorister is a fantastic 

opportunity, so it is very much worth considering! Dr Krippner will visit us 

on 29th April. Meanwhile, do have a look at the Cathedral’s chorister recruitment 

video: 



https://youtu.be/9li3sNhDfFA 

Parent & Carer Questionnaire 

Thank you again for completing the parent questionnaire. We have listened to your 

feedback and have plans in place to cover any areas of uncertainty. Thank you to 

those of you who also gave additional feedback when responding to the 

questionnaire. We received some extremely positive and constructive feedback, 

which is greatly welcomed. For those of you who chose disagree or strongly 

disagree, we would really appreciate further feedback from you to help us improve. 

The work that we have undertaken developing the curriculum is one of the first areas 

we would like to share with you. Parents and carers are invited to attend a 

curriculum information session on Thursday 23rd May. We welcome the opportunity to 

share all our exciting developments with you. 

Feedback also indicated that you would like to know more about behaviour, our 

recognition system and personal development. Please click hereto read our 

behaviour policy and click here to view our Behaviour Blueprint. We will also be 

holding a follow up vision and values meeting following the half term break. We are 

committed to delivering a strong personal development offer, which runs through 

our curriculum in a myriad of ways – collective worship, PSHE, RSE, and enrichment 

are all a part of this, encompassed by our vision and values. We are looking forward 

to sharing more information about this with you. If you were unable to attend our 

vision and values curriculum meeting in the autumn term, please click here for 

information shared. 

We are also very excited to share that our new website is coming soon! We are 

converting to a much more user-friendly website, which will be a hub of information 

for parents and pupils, including more ‘in the moment’ updates and information. Mr 

Stace and I have been working with the design team and are very excited about 

how things are moving forward with this. All being well, we are hoping to launch 

before the end of May. 

Lunchtimes 

We have been evaluating lunchtimes in school and will be launching a new and 

exciting system to enable pupils to get the best out of their lunchtime break; 

championing personal development. We will be trialling this next week and will 

review at the end of half term. 

 

‘For children, eating in school should be a pleasurable experience, a time spent 

sharing good food with peers and teachers. It is the one time in the day when a 

school comes together in an informal, relaxed environment. It helps set the tone of a 

school and it helps provide a model for the relationship with food that children will 

carry outside school… There are many hidden benefits to a good food culture. 

When children sit down to eat with friends and teachers in a civilised environment, it 

cements relationships, helps them to develop social skills and reinforces positive 

https://youtu.be/9li3sNhDfFA
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Behaviour-Policy-23-24.pdf
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Behaviour-Blueprint.pdf
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Burton-Leonard-Vision-2023.pdf


behaviour throughout the day. Lunch is an integral part of the school day, and 

should be one of the most enjoyable.’ (GOV.UK) 

 

Just a quick reminder that sweets and chocolate bars (such as Mars Bars, Curly 

Wurlys etc.) are discouraged in packed lunches. We are keen to promote balanced 

eating habits to our pupils and would suggest just one ‘sweet snack type’ treat, such 

as a cake or biscuit, is included in children’s lunchboxes (proportionate to a school 

dinner option). We are aware that as pupils gain independence they begin to make 

their own packed lunches, to support them with this they can 

visit https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/ for lots of 

healthy alternatives. 

Growing Up in North Yorkshire Survey 

This year we are participating n the North Yorkshire ‘Growing Up in North Yorkshire’ 

survey. This survey is completed by pupils across North Yorkshire to gather useful data 

that helps inform improvement. 

A letter will be sent out to parents with more information regarding this and if parents 

wish to view a copy of the questionnaire, you are welcome to look at one in school, 

please just let your child’s class teacher aware. 

Headteacher Shine Award 

This week’s Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate is awarded to Barnaby in Y4 - for 

demonstrating our school values and living out our school vision every day! Barnaby 

will now receive an invitation to my Headteacher ‘Shine’ treat at the end of half 

term and his name will be proudly displayed on our ‘Shine’ tree in the entrance hall. 

Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week’s teacher updates, 

which are also shared with parents each Friday – well done to those who have 

shone in their learning and are working hard to be the best they can be and 

beyond! 

Dojo Winners 

Turing Reds are the winners of this week’s Dojo Team Point Cup. Well done, your 

ribbons will be on this week’s cup and your name on our shining team star! 

Spotlight on School Vision 

Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at home, 

maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s discussion topic 

is… 

‘What do you do when your friendship is tested?’ 

Attendance & Punctuality 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/


Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 97.3%. This week’s winners 

of our attendance cup is Year 2 & Reception. Well done! 

Another reminder that the school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to 

arrive from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready to start their 

day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and ready to learn! Arriving late can 

result in a tricky start to the day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your 

support in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality with the children. 

Every minute counts! 

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates 

Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your 

child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class teacher know. 

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any 

concerns or worries involving a child. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake 

Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland 

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt 

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to 

contact Mrs Drake or I, please visit our safeguarding page on the school 

website, https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will 

direct you to how you can make a referral directly. 

Health & Safety 

It feels like the warmer weather may be starting to appear! A reminder that on sunny 

days, pupils will require a sun hat (no sunglasses, thank you) and should apply 

suncream before coming to school. 

Children should bring a coat to school every day. 

Please note – wellingtons in school allows the children to access the field/den-

building area when the ground is muddy/wet. Please ensure pupils have wellingtons 

in school to enable them to do this. 

Road Safety 

Another polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the 

day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the 

paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you.. 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/


Online Safety 
Roblox is another game that parents need to know about. 

Roblox is an online game creator system where the majority of the content is 

created by “amateur” game creators in Roblox studio. These game makers are able 

to create and publish games to the community using simple tools. And that means 

they can try ideas that wouldn’t get funded for a commercial release. 
Roblox doesn't specify a minimum age. Users of any age can create and join 

groups, chat, and interact with others. Such an open approach can pose a risk to 

children, especially younger ones. And though Roblox has some safety precautions 

in place, it remains a target for potential abuse. 

Common Sense Media recommends age 13+. 

Staying Safe 

County Lines is an ongoing issue in the Harrogate area. Please 

visit https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/county-lines/ to 

understand what County Lines is and why you need to know about it. 

Enrichment & Clubs 

Monday After-School 

- Reception/KS1 Art Club with Miss Newton 

Tuesday After-School 

- Sport Club with Mr Irving 

Wednesday Lunchtime 

- Choir with Mr Stace 

- Library with the Reading Ambassadors & Granny Lesley 

Wednesday After-School 

- KS2 Knitting Club with Granny Lesley 

- Gardening Club for All with Miss Newell 

Thursday Lunchtime 

- KS2 Book & Buns with Mr Stace 

Thursday After-School 

- Mandarin Club with Mrs Cummings (to be booked via Mrs Cummings please) 

School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and guitar. 

Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries. 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/county-lines/


 

Dates for your diary! 

29.4.24 – Chorister Auditions 

6.5.24 – May Bank Holiday 

13.5.24 – 16.5.23 – Y6 SATs Week 

17.5.24 – End of SATS Pyjama Day! (for all pupils) 

19.5.24 – BL 10K 

Wb 20.5.24 – Roll Up and Read & Pupil Book Look (Class teachers to confirm days) 

23.5.24 – Curriculum Information Session for Parents 

23.5.24 – School closes for Half Term 

24.5.24 Staff Training Day 

3.6.24 – School re-opens 

Wb 3.6.24 – After-school Book Look (Class teachers to confirm days) 

6.6.24 – Merlin Class Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

Wb 10.6.24 – Phonics Screening Week 

19.6.24 – West End in Schools Whole-school Shakespeare Drama Workshop 

Wb 24.6.24 – Y6 Bikeability 

27.6.24 – Kestrel Class Crucial Crew 

2.7.24 – Sports Day (weather dependent) 

4.7.24 – TT Rockstars/Numbots Day 

10.7.24 – KS2 Summer Performance 

13.7.24 – Summer Fayre & Raffle 

17.7.24 – BL Fest 

18.7.24 – Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – School closes for Summer Break 



* Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any 

changes occur. 

Mrs Wolfe's Book Recommendation of the Week 

The late Benjamin Zephania is one of my favourite poets…and this book (Nature 

Trail), illustrated by the talented Nila Aye, is so beautiful. ‘All around us from parks to 

gardens and flowerpots to pavements, there’s a world of wonder just waiting to be 

discovered! A must-read for all of you who love nature. 

 

Rebecca Wolfe 

Head Teacher 
 


