Mrs Wolfe's Weekly Update
1st December 2023
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas at Burton Leonard C of E Primary
School. School already has a lovely, festive feel to it. Our Yé pupils and Mrs
Thomas did a wonderful job of putting up the tree with its beautiful
decorations. Advent calendars have also arrived in our classes. A big thank you
to Rev Robb for the calendars he kindly gifted the children. Throughout the
festive season we will be living out our school vision and are excited to come
together as a community at this special time of the year, thinking of others and
valuing what is special in our lives.
To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the
world.
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan
Our big question for the week has been ‘What is important to me?2’ We began
our week of worship thinking about St Andrew, which led us to thinking about
important journeys in our own life, including what is important to us. As always,
we have taken this intfo our day and week and want to continue nurturing the
things that are important to us in our lives.
Further evidence of our pupils living out our vision and showing our values was
the fantastic report | received of our pupils at last week's Children’s Church
Service at Bishop Monkton Church. | was so proud to hear of how individual
children had found the courage and determination to read aloud such
challenging Bible texts, as well as hearing about the support that others were
giving to each other. These acts of kindness, encouragement and perseverance
are exactly what Burton Leonard School is all about.
SIAMS Success
We were pleased to receive our SIAMS report this week, which was sent to
families via Arbor. We are incredibly proud of our pupils, who make our school
the very special place that it is. A huge thank you to the pupils, our families, the
staff team and wider community for all the support and care that is shown to
ensure that our vision is lived out every day. The report can now be accessed on
the school website. Thank you for all the wonderful messages and
encouragement that we have received this week regarding this, it is
appreciated.
Harrogate Christmas Concert Rehearsal
Some of our Kestrel Class pupils enjoyed another exciting rehearsal in advance
of their forthcoming music concert in Harrogate tomorrow. An organiser of the
concert came to do a last minute rehearsal with us and it sounded
fantastic! Myself, Mrs Hawkes, Mr Stace and Mr Doohan are really looking
forward to accompanying our children at the concert tomorrow.
Simeon Wood
We had a very special visit from the very talented musician, Simeon Wood this
week. He performed some amazing pieces of music using some very interesting
musical instruments! The children had a fantastic time and were very engaged
and enthused with his performance. After the whole-school workshop, Simeon
spent fime in classes, so that the children could ask questions.
Please see the flyer attached for details of Simeon’s forthcoming concert at St
Leonards Church next Friday evening — children go free!



Book Talk
We had a very special and exciting day of Secret Storytelling in school today,
including a very special appearance from a dinosaur! A huge thank you to all
the volunteers that gave up their time to share their favourite stories with the
children; we really appreciate this. Next week we are looking forward to Jill
visiting us from The Little Ripon Book Shop. Mrs Leader will be sharing further
information regarding the opportunity for families to purchase books following
Jill's visit.
Christingle
Rev Robb and Lesley have been busy preparing for our Christingle making,
which we will complete in school next Thursday. A huge thank you to St Leonards
for organising this for us.
Your child will have brought home a cardboard Christingle collection candle this
week. If you would like to support this very good cause, for The Children’s
Society, please fill the candle with any spare small change. Children can return
their candle to school and take down to church for our Christingle Service next
week.
Skip 2 B Fit
We are excited to welcome Skip 2 B Fit to our school on Monday. Skip 2 B Fit are
Youth Sport Trust National Recognition Award Winners and will be completing
Skip 2 B Fit workshops in every class, with all children taking part in the 2 minute
Skip 2 B Fit Challenge. Skip 2 B Fit motivates and challenges pupils, as well as
promoting an active and healthy lifestyle. Thanks to a very kind and generous
donation to school we are able to fund these exciting workshops for our pupils
and we are very grateful for the kindness that has been shown towards our pupils
and their ongoing enrichment.
Mr Doohan, our PE Lead, will be sending out information to families sharing more
details about our Skip 2 B Fit day.

Headteacher Shine Award
This week | have awarded two certificates! My Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate is
awarded to Theo this week - for demonstrating our school values and living out
our school vision every day! Theo will now receive an invitation to my
Headteacher ‘Shine’ tfreat at the end of this half term and his name will be
proudly displayed on our ‘Shine’ tree in the enfrance hall.
Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week's teacher
updates — well done to those who have shone in their learning and are working
hard to be the best they can be and beyond!

Dojo Winners

Pankhurst Blues are the winners of this week’s Dojo Team Point Cup. Well done,
your ribbons will be on this week’s cup and your name on out shining team star!

Spotlight on School Vision
Each week | will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at
home, maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s
discussion topic is...

‘What makes something important to us?’

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average attendance so farin the yearis 97.5%. This week's winners of our
aftendance cup are Reception and Year 6! Well done everyone!



We are so proud of our children and their attendance at Burton Leonard Primary
School. Class teachers may be in fouch with parents over the next few weeks to
discuss your child’s attendance if it has fallen below 95% this term. These
conversations are to strengthen support and dialogue between home and
school to ensure our children and families are well supported. For further
information regarding our attendance procedures please visit our policies
page https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/policies/
Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates
Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel
your child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class
teacher know.
Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon
any concerns or worries involving a child.
We have been reviewing our invacuation and evacuation procedures in school
and will be sharing these with the children next week. We will ensure that the
children are well prepared for this through discussion and PSHE sessions
appropriate to their key stage.
Our Safeguarding Team
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Leader
Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Mullender
Health & Safety

Accident Returns
If you receive an accident report letter for you child please ensure that the slip
below is completed and returned asap, thank you. We are looking to move to a
more efficient electronic system, so please bear with us whilst we make the
transistion.
Preparing for the Snow, Cold & Wet Weather
We will always endeavour to notify parents of any school closures due to snow at
the earliest opportunity. This will be via Arbor.
Please ensure your child comes to school with
a jumper/cardigan, wellingtons and a raincoat daily. Now that the winter
months are drawing near we do still want the children to utilise their playing
space, so wellingtons will allow this if the field is wet.
Road Safety
Another polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout
the day. Drop-offs are a busy fime and we have many children and families
using the paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe,
thank you.
On-line Safety
Another useful website for children and parents to use
is https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ Visit the CEOP website to help your
children get the most out of the internet safely.
Mental Health & Well Being
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-
child-s-mental-health/ is a very helpful website that supports parents and carers.
FOBLS News
2nd December - FOBLS Christmas Shopping Night
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If anyone is interested in joining the FOBLS team please catch up with
Lorraine Hanson.

What's happening this weekend and the next few weeks?
Saturday 2nd December
- Kestrel Music Concert at Harrogate Conference Cenftre
— FOBLs Christmas Shopping Night
Monday 4'h December
— Skip 2 B Fit
Tuesday 5th December
— Owl Class Stay & Play; Merlin & Kestrel Class Celebration of Learning! Join us in
school from 8:45 — 10:30 to enjoy and share in your child’s learning from the term
— Reindeers in School!
Wednesday 6" December
— Kite Class Celebration of Learning!
Thursday 7th December
— Christmas Pantomime @ Harrogate Theatre
Friday 8th December
— Christingle Service 92:15 @ St Leonards Church
- Little Ripon Book Shop Visiting School (more details to follow from Mrs Leader)
—Simeon Wood's ‘Christmas Presence’ 7:30 @ Burton Leonard Church (tickets
available from Lesley Slater and the Village Shop)

Enrichment & Clubs

Tuesdays — Sports Club & Homework Club
Wednesdays — Books & Buns, Library Grannies, Dance Club & Mandarin Club
Thursdays — Chess Club & Yoga
Fridays — Forest School with Outdoor Adventures
School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and
guitar. Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries.

Dates for your diary!
10.12.23 — Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church
13.12.23 — Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
13.12.23 — Christmas Lunch
14.12.23 — Performance Poetry Day — Christmas theme
18.12.23 — FOBLS Christmas Movie Night
20.12.23 - Owl & Merlin Class Nativity @ The Village Hall 2pm & 6:30pm
performances
21.12.23 — Special Service 9:15am @ St Leonards Church — more details to
follow...
22.12.23 — End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church
22.12.23 — FOBLS Raffle
22.12.23 - School closes for Christmas break
8.1.24 - Staff Training Day
9.1.24 - School re-opens
14.1.24 — Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church
18.1.24 — FOBLS Chocolate Bingo (please note, this is replacing the disco on the
19th)
9.2.24 — FOBLS Disco



9.2.24 - School closes for half term

11.2.24 — Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church
19.2.24 - School re-opens

23.2.24 — FOBLS After-school Tuck Shop

8.3.24 — FOBLS Mother’s Day Shop

10.3.24 — Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church
Wb 11.3.24 — Parent/teacher Consultations

15.3.24 - Kite Bake Sale

18.3.24 — 22.2.23 Kestrel Class East Barnby Residential
18.3.24 — Easter Fun & Games

22.3.24 — End of Term service 2pm @ St Leonards Church
22.3.24 - School closes for Easter Break

8.4.24 - School re-opens

14.4.24 — Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church
6.5.24 - May Bank Holiday

13.5.24 - 16.5.23 - Y6 SATs Week

23.5.24 - School closes for Half Term

24.5.24 Staff Training Day

3.6.24 - School re-opens

5.6.24 — BL Fest

13.6.24 — Summer Fayre

13.6.24 — Summer Raffle

10.7.24 — KS2 Summer Performance

18.7.24 - Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church
19.7.24 — End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church
19.7.24 - School closes for Summer Break

* Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any
changes occur.

Rebecca Wolfe
Head Teacher



