
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

1st March 2024 

Another busy week of learning has passed us by and we have been so impressed with 

the children’s enthusiasm for learning. They have been living out our vision… 

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the world. 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Love, Courage & Service 

Our Big Question this week is ‘How should we react and respond to others?’ We have 

been considering the way we should treat others – appreciating the worries and troubles 

others have in their lives and showing tolerance. Sometimes we can react and respond 

without thought and consideration and we have been sharing strategies for how we 

can get better at this. 

Choir with Mr Stace 

Mr Stace started our brand new Choir this week! They began by practising duets and it 

sounded amazing! We are very excited about developing a choir and have been 

looking to do this for a while now. A huge thank you to Mr Stace for taking this on - he is 

a star! 

Using our Space 

We continue to think carefully about playtimes and how we can improve this time for 

our pupils. We are still in a period of challenging weather conditions, but are determined 

to welcome spring! We have fantastic space on our grounds, but in wet weather 

conditions the field can only be used when wearing wellies. If not, pupils’ shoes and 

clothes can become quite messy and in turn this causes issues in the internal buildings, as 

well as at home! Please do encourage your child to bring their wellies in, so that they 

can access the field more. We also have a fantastic den-building and mud kitchen area 

on the main grounds, which at this time of year is again very muddy. If children have 

waterproofs in school, they are in a position to access this in all weathers! Miss Newell has 

been encouraging use of waterproofs for Owls and this would definitely enable more 

access for all pupils to these great areas on days when the ground is just a bit too 

muddy! If your child wishes to access these areas more please do send in a set of 

waterproofs for them to use in school. 

World Book Day 

Every day is World Book Day at Burton Leonard, as we have such a passion for 

reading! This year our theme is ‘Picture Books’. Mrs Heys, our English Lead, has sent out 

information regarding this and it looks set to be an exciting day. We are looking forward 

to dedicating a whole day to reading! Families are invited to join us for our 'Read and 

Roll Out' at the end of the day - please join us from 3pm to enjoy a book with your child 

in their class. 



Mother’s Day Shop 

Mum’s may need to stop reading as spoilers coming up! 

Next week we have two activities in school that we will be supporting the children with in 

preparation for Mothering Sunday. Mrs Wainwright (Rev Robb’s wife) has kindly 

organised some beautiful card-making kits for the pupils to make, which will be ready in 

time for next weekend. 

FOBLS are also organising a Mother’s Day Shop in school on Friday afternoon. Pupils can 

pay £5.00 to purchase a gift that they can personalise, as well as some lovely 

homemade treats. If they wish to do this there is an option to bring a small photo (no 

bigger than 5cm x 5cm) of either themselves, their mum or carer, which can then be 

attached to the homemade gift. The photo will need to be brought in to school no later 

than Friday. Please ensure that payment is made to Mrs Drake no later than Thursday, 

thank you. 

Parent Consultations 

A gentle reminder to book your slot – Kestrel Parent Consultations are next week and 

other classes the week after. Miss Dunster has also organised some drop in sessions for 

Kestrel parents – please see dates below. 

Potato Competition 

We had an unexpected visitor in Church today – Sophie from Bishop Monkton came 

along to our celebration to share news of an exciting Potato Competition that Rev Robb 

has been telling us all about! School will be participating in this challenge and will soon 

each class will receive a seed potato and a bucket to grow it in, along with the rules 

and instructions. Classes will then have to look after their potato bucket to get as big a 

harvest as they can! There will then be a grand weigh-in date and prizes awarded for 

the heaviest overall crop. 

School Council 

I had a very productive meeting with the school council today, who are pulling together 

plans for our next Make a Difference Day on the 14th March. We also spent time thinking 

about other ways we can live out our school vision. We have many exciting activities 

planned, such as a dance competition, wheelie day and ‘Be Who You Are & Show Your 

True Colours’ Day…watch this space. 

Headteacher Shine Award 

This week’s Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate is awarded to Orchid in Y6 - for 

demonstrating our school values and living out our school vision every day! Orchid will 

now receive an invitation to my Headteacher ‘Shine’ treat next week and her name will 

be proudly displayed on our ‘Shine’ tree in the entrance hall. 

Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week’s teacher updates, 

which are also shared with parents each Friday – well done to those who have shone in 

their learning and are working hard to be the best they can be and beyond! 

Dojo Winners 



Turing Reds are once again the winners of this week’s Dojo Team Point Cup. Well done, 

your ribbons will be on this week’s cup and your name on our shining team star! 

Spotlight on School Vision 

Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at home, 

maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s discussion topic is… 

‘How can we react and respond with consideration?’ 

Attendance & Punctuality 

Our average attendance so far this year is 97.2%. This week’s winners of our attendance 

cup are Reception and Year 6. Well done! 

Another reminder that the school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive 

from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready to start their day! All 

pupils should be registered by 8:55 and ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky 

start to the day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your support in 

encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality with the children. Every minute 

counts! 

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates 

Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child 

would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class teacher know. 

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any 

concerns or worries involving a child. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake 

Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland 

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt 

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to 

contact Mrs Drake or I, please visit our safeguarding page on the school 

website, https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct 

you to how you can make a referral directly. 

Health & Safety 

Preparing for the Snow, Cold & Wet Weather 

We will always endeavour to notify parents of any school closures due to snow at the 

earliest opportunity. This will be via Arbor. 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/


Please ensure your child comes to school with a jumper/cardigan, wellingtons and 

a raincoat daily. Now that the winter months are drawing near we do still want the 

children to utilise their playing space, so wellingtons and suitable outdoor clothing will 

allow this if the field is wet. 

Please note – wellingtons in school allows the children to access the field/den-building 

area when the ground is muddy/wet. Please ensure pupils have wellingtons in school to 

enable them to do this. 

Road Safety 

Another polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the 

day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the paths 

and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. 

Whats App Awareness 

We have been made aware recently that some of our pupils are accessing Whats App 

as a messaging tool. Tim Pinto mentioned Whats App during his workshops with the 

children and in our parent session, as there are lots of things we need to know about this 

app. In Europe and the UK, the minimum age of use for WhatsApp is 16 years old. It had 

previously dropped to 13 years old but in April 2018 returned to 16, as a response to 

data-protection legislation. 
Like many age restrictions on social media apps, some children may choose to ignore 

this and sign up for WhatsApp when they’re younger. Parents must take actions to make 

sure accounts are safe at any age. Risks include inappropriate content or contact from 

strangers. 
Please visit https://parentzone.org.uk/article/whatsapp and you can access a useful 

Whats App safety guide here for more useful information that parents you need to know. 
In school we are revisiting internet safety and how to behave appropriately online. 

Mental Health & Well Being 

Visit https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ for information and help targeted at young 

people and parents. 

Enrichment & Clubs 

Monday – KS2 Art Club with Miss Newton 

Tuesday – Sport Club with Mr Irving 

Wednesday Lunchtime – Choir with Mr Stace 

Thursday – Mandarin Club with Mrs Cummings (to be booked via Mrs Cummings please) 

Thursday Lunchtime – KS2 Book Club with Mr Stace 

Coming soon…Lunchtime Choir with Mr Stace! 

School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and guitar. 

Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries. 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/whatsapp
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/whatsapp-safety-a-how-to-guide-for-parents/?_gl=1*1sprqvf*_up*MQ..&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6PzZxaDChAMVCZeDBx2zmwW5EAAYASAAEgIuwvD_BwE#whatsapp-safety-tips
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


Dates for your diary! 
6.3.24 – Bethel Church ‘Amazing Acts’ Workshop in Kestrel Class 
6.3.24 – Kestrel Class Parent/Teacher Consultations 
7.3.24 – World Book Day – ‘Picture Book Theme’ (more details to follow from Mrs Heys) 
- ‘Read and Roll Out’ – families are invited to join pupils in school to read together before 

the end of the day 
7.3.24 – Kestrel Class Parent/Teacher Consultations 
8.3.24 – FOBLS Mother’s Day Shop 
10.3.24 – Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church 
11.3.24 - Kestrel Drop-in with Miss Dunster 
Wb 11.3.24 – Owl, Merlin & Kestrel Class Parent/Teacher Consultations 
14.3.24 – Make a Difference Day 
14.3.24 - Kestrel Drop-in with Miss Dunster 
15.3.24 – Kite Bake Sale 
18.3.24 – 22.2.23 Kestrel Class East Barnby Residential 
19.3.24 – Animals UK Visit in Owl Class 
21.3.24 – Easter Fun & Games *please note change of date 
22.3.24 – End of Term service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 
22.3.24 – School closes for Easter Break 
8.4.24 – School re-opens 
14.4.24 – Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church 
6.5.24 – May Bank Holiday 
13.5.24 – 16.5.23 – Y6 SATs Week 
19.5.24 – BL 10K 
23.5.24 – School closes for Half Term 
24.5.24 Staff Training Day 
3.6.24 – School re-opens 
5.6.24 – BL Festival 
13.6.24 – Summer Fayre 
13.6.24 – Summer Raffle 
10.7.24 – KS2 Summer Performance 
18.7.24 – Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 
19.7.24 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 
19.7.24 – School closes for Summer Break 
Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any changes 

occur. 

 

Mrs Wolfe's Book Recommendation of the Week 

Incredible Jobs You've Probably Never Heard Of 

by 

Natalie Labarre 

I am recommending another beautiful picture book with incredible illustrations (another 

from the Waterstones Children's Book Prize Illustrated Books Shortlist), but this time a 

non-fiction book. Do you know what you want to do when you grow up? Why not work 

as a babysitter . . . for sloths? You might even grow up to be someone who gets paid to 



actually sleep on the job! From taste testers to dinosaur dusters, there are all kinds of 

incredible jobs that you've probably never heard of . . . and one of them might be just 

right for you! Discover all kinds of weird and wonderful jobs you never knew existed in 

this incredible picture book brimming with wit and wow-factor, from fresh new author-

illustrator talent, Natalie Labarre. 

 

Rebecca Wolfe 

Head Teacher 
 


