Mrs Wolfe's Weekly Update
24t November 2023
A week of making a difference and shining brightly; let's take a look at what
our wonderful pupils have been getting up to this week at Burton Leonard
Primary School...

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in
the world.
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

This week has been ‘Make a Difference Week’, which we have also
combined with Road Safety week. We started our Collective Worship Rhythm
on Monday with reflections about all the ways we can make a difference, be
it big or small. We thought about courageous advocacy, how every pupil at
Burton Leonard is the voice of the future and how we can really make a
difference in what we say and do. Our focus shifted to Road Safety — we
thought about how amazing Burton Leonard is, but that we sfill need to be
safe and aware when using the roads in our village and beyond. Our goal is
for every pupil fo understand and raise awareness of road safety, ensuring
that their voice is listened to regarding road safety and any other issues they
feel passionate about. What a difference they have made...

Our thinking culminated in our Make a Difference Day yesterday. Organised
by the School Council, pupils enjoyed a day of thinking of others and making
a difference in our school, local, wider and global communities.

The School Council came up with four ideas, litter-picking (tfo make a
difference in the local community), clear-ups (to make a difference for our
school), creating motivational images, words and quotes on pebbles to
place around Burton Leonard (making a difference to the local community
and those who visit it) and finally raising awareness, thinking about current
issues around the world and making posters and peace chains to make our
voices heard (making a difference locally, nationally and globally). We will
be photographing our peace chain and the total length of our chain will be
added with other schools in a challenge to make a peace chain as long as
the distance from John O’'Groats to Lands End! We will keep you all
updated...

It was a fantastic day and an opportunity for our pupils to live out our vision to
the full. It was also lovely to hear of how so many pupils had gone away and
thought about making a difference throughout the week...Pippa made
some super posters about litter-picking and Nola had even spotted
Paddington Bear making a difference! Great examples of how we live out
our reflections beyond our Collective Worship sessions!



We most certainly managed to answer our Big Question of the week..."How
can we make a difference?’

A big thank you to the FOBLS who procured a kind donation of gardening
gloves and pebbles to help us with our day!

Music Concert Rehearsal

Some of our Kestrel Class pupils enjoyed an exciting rehearsal in advance of
their forthcoming music concert in Harrogate on the 2nd December. They
fravelled to Aspin Park to meet pupils from other schools and practice
together. It was a great opportunity to meet new people and get ready for
their performance. The children will be part of The Harrogate Christmas
Concert, a tfraditional festive concert with over 300 local school children, the
Harrogate Symphony Orchestra and Choral

Society. Visit https://www.harrogatetheatre.co.uk/events/the-harrogate-
christmas-concert-2023/ to book tickets.

Book Talk

As a school that is dedicated to learning to read and reading for pleasure we
have been busy this ferm thinking of lots of exciting ways to improve reading
opportunities for our pupils. As well as infroducing new reading ambassador
roles in school, Roll Up and Read week and developing our reading areas in
school, we have also been busy developing ideas for weekly Book Talk
sessions. Over the next few weeks we will be introducing some fantastic
reading activities, including today’s revisiting of Skylar’'s Book Swap and our
forthcoming Secret Storyteller, a visit from Little Ripon Book Shop and a
Christmas Story session. Our ambassadors are already bursting with amazing
ideas to promote reading in school and Mrs Heys is looking forward to
working with them next term to put their ideas into fruition. We are also
looking to infroduce a new Book Club younger year groups following a
request from Isla S and Alice in Kite Class. Watch this space...

Happy Thanksgiving!

A very Happy Thanksgiving to Jackory, who will be celebrating thanksgiving
with his family this weekend. We have loved hearing all about Jackory’s
traditions.

Visit from Miss Newell
Owl Class had a lovely time meeting their new teacher, Miss Newell
today. Miss Newell spent the day with Owl Class and Mrs Leader. It was
fantastic to see Miss Newell at Church and in school and we are looking
forward to her joining the Burton Leonard family in January.

Headteacher Shine Award
This week | have awarded two certificates! My Headteacher ‘Shine’
certificates are awarded to awarded to Sebastian and Henry this week - for
demonstrating our school values and living out our school vision every day!
Sebastian and Henry will now receive an invitation to my Headteacher


https://www.harrogatetheatre.co.uk/events/the-harrogate-christmas-concert-2023/
https://www.harrogatetheatre.co.uk/events/the-harrogate-christmas-concert-2023/

‘Shine’ freat at the end of this half term and their names will be proudly
displayed on our ‘Shine’ tree in the entrance hall.

Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week's teacher
updates — well done to those who have shone in their learning and are
working hard to be the best they can be and beyond!

Dojo Winners
are the winners of this week's Dojo Team Point Cup. Well
done, your ribbons will be on this week’s cup and your name on out shining
team star!

Spotlight on School Vision
Each week | will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at
home, maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s
discussion topic is...

‘Why choose kind?’

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average attendance so farin the yearis 97.3%. This week's winners of our
aftendance cup are Reception and Years 4, 5 gnd 6! Well done everyone!

For children to take full advantage of the educational opportunities at school
it is vital that they are at school (on time) every day that school is open unless
the reason for the absence is unavoidable. The routines children develop
around attendance and punctuality at school are the same as the
expectations of any future employer in the world of work. High attainment,
confidence with peers and staff, and future aspirations depend on good
aftendance.

Good attendance is important because:

e Statistics show a direct link between under-achievement and absence
below 95%

e Regular attenders make better progress, both socially and academically

e Regular attenders find school routines, school work and friendships easier to
cope with

e Regular attenders find learning more satisfying

e Regular attenders are more successful in fransferring between primary
school, secondary school, and higher education, employment or fraining.

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates

Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel

your child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class

teacher know.

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon

any concerns or wotries involving a child.

Visit https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/ for

lots of useful information.

Our Safeguarding Team


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Leader
Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Mullender

Health & Safety
Accident Returns
If you receive an accident report letter for you child please ensure that the
slip below is completed and returned asap, thank you. We are looking to
move to a more efficient electronic system, so please bear with us whilst we
make the fransition.
Preparing for the Cold & Wet Weather
Please ensure your child comes to school with
a jumper/cardigan, wellingtons and a raincoat daily. Now that the winter
months are drawing near we do sfill want the children to utilise their playing
space, so wellingtons will allow this if the field is wet.
Road Safety
A polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout
the day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families
using the paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children
safe, thank you.
For information about Road Safety Week visit hitps://www.brake.org.uk/road-
safety-week
On-line Safety
Another useful website for children and parents to use
is https://www.childnet.com/ Childnet gives lots of helpful information and
guidance on a range of key online topics.
Mental Health & Well Being
Click here to access a Self-kindness Kit produced by The British Red Cross.

FOBLS News

Kids Christmas jumper appeal....
Does your child’s Christmas jumper still fit?

Why not donate them to FOBLS?
We are aiming to set up a Christmas jumper swap shop, so that every year,
every child can pick a jumper to wear for Christmas jumper day then return it
for the next year.
We're keeping our fingers crossed that we get enough donations to start this
year. If you could either hand donations to Lorraine or place them in the
second hand uniform bin located outside the school by Monday 27th

November, that would be great!

1st December — FOBLS Non-Uniform Day


https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week
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https://www.childnet.com/
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2nd December - FOBLS Christmas Shopping Night

If anyone is interested in joining the FOBLS team please catch up with
Lorraine Hanson.

What's happening this weekend and the next few weeks?
Sunday 26™M November — Children’s Café and Toy Service 9:30 @ Bishop
Monkton Church — please see flyer attached
Thursday 30th November — Musician/Composer/Performer Simeon Wood
Assembly and Workshops

Friday 1stDecember
- Celebration @ St Leonards Church 9:15 — all welcomel
- FOBLS non-school Uniform Day

Enrichment & Clubs
Tuesdays — Sports Club & Homework Club
Wednesdays — Books & Buns, Library Grannies, Dance Club & Mandarin Club
Thursdays — Chess Club & Yoga
Fridays — Forest School with Outdoor Adventures
School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and
guitar. Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries.

Dates for your diary!
2.12.23 — Kestrel Music Concert
2.12.23 - FOBLs Christmas Shopping Night
4.12.23 — Skip 2 B Fit
5.12.23 — Owl Class Stay & Play; Merlin, Kite & Kestrel Class Celebration of
Learning! Join us in school from 8:45 — 10:30 to enjoy and share in your child’s
learning from the term
7.12.23 — Christmas Pantomime @ Harrogate Theatre
8.12.23 — Little Ripon Book Shop Visiting School
8.12.23 — Christingle Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church
8.12.23 — Simeon Wood'’s ‘Christmas Presence’ 7:30 @ Burton Leonard Church
(tickets available from Lesley Slater and the Village Shop)
10.12.23 — Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church
13.12.23 — Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
13.12.23 — Christmas Lunch
14.12.23 — Performance Poetry Day — Christmas theme
18.12.23 — FOBLS Christmas Movie Night
20.12.23 - Owl & Merlin Class Nativity @ The Village Hall 2pm & 6:30pm
performances
21.12.23 — Special Service 9:15am @ St Leonards Church — more details to
follow...
22.12.23 - End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church



22.12.23 — FOBLS Raffle

22.12.23 - School closes for Christmas break

8.1.24 - Staff Training Day

9.1.24 - School re-opens

14.1.24 — Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church
18.1.24 — FOBLS Chocolate Bingo (please note, this is replacing the disco on
the 191)

9.2.24 - FOBLS Disco

9.2.24 - School closes for half term

11.2.24 — Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church
19.2.24 - School re-opens

23.2.24 — FOBLS After-school Tuck Shop

8.3.24 — FOBLS Mother’s Day Shop

10.3.24 — Children’s-led Service @ St Leonards Church
Wb 11.3.24 — Parent/teacher Consultations

15.3.24 - Kite Bake Sale

18.3.24 — 22.2.23 Kestrel Class East Barnby Residential
18.3.24 — Easter Fun & Games

22.3.24 — End of Term service 2pm @ St Leonards Church
22.3.24 - School closes for Easter Break

8.4.24 - School re-opens

14.4.24 — Children-led Service @ St Leonards Church
6.5.24 - May Bank Holiday

13.5.24 - 16.5.23 - Y6 SATs Week

23.5.24 - School closes for Half Term

24.5.24 Staff Training Day

3.6.24 - School re-opens

5.6.24 — BL Fest

13.6.24 — Summer Fayre

13.6.24 — Summer Raffle

10.7.24 — KS2 Summer Performance

18.7.24 — Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church
19.7.24 — End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church
19.7.24 - School closes for Summer Break

* Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any
changes occur.

Rebecca Wolfe
Head Teacher



