
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

 

26th April 2024 

 

What a very busy week it has been; there has been a lovely buzz in school and the 

children have been championing our vision in so many ways. 

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the 

world. 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan 

 

Love, Courage & Service 

This week’s worship focus theme has been lunchtimes! We have been thinking about 

what a special time of the day this is and how many important values and skills can 

be gained during this time. Instead of taking turns to go into lunch and eating at 

separate times over lunchtime, we now go into our respective lunch spaces and 

start lunch time together. After giving thanks for our food and those who have 

provided it, we begin eating together in a calm environment, where everyone is 

ready. We are sitting in ‘families’, with peers from our classes, as well as children from 

other year groups – our older pupils are fulfilling their leadership roles brilliantly! Pupils 

are then all in a position to play together following their lunch and are having a 

much more valuable playtime. We have been developing and assessing our new 

procedures throughout the week and it has had a tremendous impact in a very 

short amount of time. Eating carefully and valuing the social time of lunch (whilst 

socialising and playing) is incredibly important to us and it has been a joy to see 

things improve so quickly! 

 

This week’s safeguarding worship, led by our wonderful CCWC, opened up lots of 

opportunities to talk about staying safe when ‘playing out’. Pupils shared lots of very 

sensible ideas about how to stay safe whilst having fun. 

 

Vision & Values Positive Behaviour Recognition System 

In response to your contributions to our parent and carer questionnaire we have 

developed our recognition system to further engage parents with and support 

understanding of our reward system. At Burton Leonard we value both recognition 



and rewards and have developed a system that enables pupils to shine every 

day. To drive our vision forwards we recognise the demonstration of our values 

through the recognition boards we have in each class. The quadrants on our boards 

represent our values of love, courage, service and ‘shining together’. When a child is 

spotted living out one of these their picture is placed on the according quadrant. 

 

To share these messages of recognition at home, we have now created some 

special values stickers that the children will receive when they are placed on one of 

the quadrants. The goal is to continually demonstrate our values at all times, so even 

though their photo is placed on the recognition board the first time, further 

recognition for the same value is recognised through Class Dojo (our team point 

system), with children earning 10 points every time they are recognised for their 

team – valuing the efforts of working together. 

 

We have developed this further by creating a ‘values collection card’ which your 

child will bring home on Monday. Stickers that they have received over the half term 

can be placed on the card at home with the goal being to cover all four quadrants 

each half term. 

If a child collects all four stickers before the end of half term they can return their 

card to school, additional recognition will be celebrated in the last celebration 

service of each half term. 

 

A new card will be issued each half term, so that the recognition journey continues! 

 

Our hope is that this will keep our values alive, as well as open up communication at 

home. 

 

To confirm, teacher and headteacher ‘Shine’ certificates will continue. 

 

Communication 

It is incredibly important to us that parents and carers feel that they can always 

approach school if they have any worries or concerns. We will always listen and are 

committed to working with you to alleviate whatever these worries or concerns may 

be. 

 



We will always discuss things in a professional, reasonable, calm and respectful 

manner and expect this in return. 

 

In the first instance, if you need to communicate anything regarding your child you 

should always meet with, email or telephone your child’s class teacher. Teachers send 

regular weekly emails, which include their email contacts. Teachers will answer emails 

between 8am and 5:30pm Monday to Friday. 

 

If you do not feel that your concern or worry has been heard, or are dissatisfied with 

the outcome of your communication, parents and carers are advised to contact me 

directly. 

 

Myself, Mrs Drake and Mrs Bland are available to speak to on the gate daily to hand 

over any pertinent information you may need to share at drop-off. If you require a 

more extended conversation, we will be happy to organise a meeting to discuss 

further. 

 

Teachers are available to speak to at the end of each day and if necessary, will 

arrange a further meeting if additional time is required. 

If you have an administrative query, please contact the School Business Manager, Mrs 

Drake. 

 

For any safeguarding concerns please contact the Designated Safeguarding Leads, 

myself and Mrs Drake. Our safeguarding governor is Mrs Hewitt. 

 

We are always here to listen, help and support – we will always ask, ‘How can we 

help?’ 

 

We will soon be distributing a Code of Conduct to support appropriate 

communication in advance of the end of term. 

 



We also have lots of events coming up this term to communicate developments in 

school – please keep checking the diary for our ‘Book Look’ sessions, ‘Roll Up & Reads’ 

and curriculum evenings. 

 

Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 Growing Up in North Yorkshire Survey 

I mentioned last week that this year we are participating in the North Yorkshire 

‘Growing Up in North Yorkshire’ survey. This survey is completed by pupils across 

North Yorkshire to gather useful data that helps inform improvement. 

Parents of the above year groups will soon receive a letter with more information 

regarding this and if parents wish to view a copy of the questionnaire, you are 

welcome to look at one in school, please just make your child’s class teacher aware. 

 

Community News 

A coffee morning is being held on Saturday 27th April 10am until noon at St Leonard’s 

Hall, to support and grow the Burton Leonard Flower Show. Plants and cakes will be 

on sale, along with a tombola! Admission is £2 with food and drink and children go 

free! 

 

Headteacher Shine Award 

This week’s Headteacher ‘Shine’ certificate is awarded to Marin in Y6 - for 

demonstrating our school values and living out our school vision every day! Marin will 

now receive an invitation to my Headteacher ‘Shine’ treat at the end of half term 

and his name will be proudly displayed on our ‘Shine’ tree in the entrance hall. 

 

Class teacher certificates for learning will be shared on this week’s teacher updates, 

which are also shared with parents each Friday – well done to those who have 

shone in their learning and are working hard to be the best they can be and 

beyond! 

 

Dojo Winners 

Pankhurst Blues are the winners of this week’s Dojo Team Point Cup. Well done, your 

ribbons will be on this week’s cup and your name on our shining team star! 

Spotlight on School Vision 



Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at home, 

maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s discussion topic 

is… 

‘What things help make eating together special?’ 

 

Attendance & Punctuality 

Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 97.2%. This week’s winners 

of our attendance cup is Year 1. Well done! 

Another reminder that the school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to 

arrive from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready to start their 

day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and ready to learn! Arriving late can 

result in a tricky start to the day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your 

support in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality with the children. 

Every minute counts! 

 

Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates 

Mrs Bland is available every day to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your 

child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland or your child’s class teacher know. 

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any 

concerns or worries involving a child. 

 

Our Safeguarding Team 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake 

Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland 

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt 

 

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to 

contact Mrs Drake or I, please visit our safeguarding page on the school 

website, https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will 

direct you to how you can make a referral directly. 

Health & Safety 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/


It feels like the warmer weather may be starting to appear! A reminder that on sunny 

days, pupils will require a sun hat (no sunglasses, thank you) and should apply 

suncream before coming to school. 

Children should bring a coat to school every day. 

Please note – wellingtons in school allows the children to access the field/den-

building area when the ground is muddy/wet. Please ensure pupils have wellingtons 

in school to enable them to do this. 

 

Medication & Treatments 

A gentle reminder that school cannot administer any non-prescribed medications or 

treatments. If your child has been prescribed medication, including creams/sprays a 

medication form must be completed in the school office and 

medication/treatments can only be accepted with a named, prescribed sticker. 

Pupils can self-administer any prescribed medication/treatments following this 

process, but this must then be observed and recorded with adult 

supervision. Children must not carry any medications/treatments independently. 

 

Road Safety 

Another polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the 

day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the 

paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. 

 

Online Safety 

Social media continues to pose both positive and negative challenges. We are 

aware that many pupils in school have access to Whats App and other 

platforms. Please access https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-

media-guides to find out about age-restrictions and other useful information for 

parents. 

Enrichment & Clubs 

Monday After-School 

- Reception/KS1 Art Club with Miss Newton 

Tuesday After-School 

- Sport Club with Mr Irving 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides


Wednesday Lunchtime 

- Choir with Mr Stace 

- Library with the Reading Ambassadors & Granny Lesley 

Wednesday After-School 

- KS2 Knitting Club with Granny Lesley 

- Gardening Club for All with Miss Newell 

Thursday Lunchtime 

- KS2 Book & Buns with Mr Stace 

Thursday After-School 

- Mandarin Club with Mrs Cummings (to be booked via Mrs Cummings please) 

School has access to peripatetic music lessons for piano/keyboard, brass and guitar. 

Please email Mrs Drake for further enquiries. 

 

Dates for your diary! 

29.4.24 – Chorister Auditions 

1.5.24 – No knitting or gardening after-school clubs this week (these will be run during 

lunchtimes) 

6.5.24 – May Bank Holiday 

8.5.24 – Kite Class Anglo Saxon/Viking Day 

13.5.24 – 16.5.23 – Y6 SATs Week 

17.5.24 – End of SATS Pyjama Day! (for all pupils) 

19.5.24 – BL 10K 

Wb 20.5.24 – Roll Up and Read & Pupil Book Look (Class teachers to confirm days) 

23.5.24 – Curriculum Information Session for Parents 

23.5.24 – School closes for Half Term 

24.5.24 Staff Training Day 

3.6.24 – School re-opens 



Wb 3.6.24 – After-school Book Look (Class teachers to confirm days) 

6.6.24 – Merlin Class Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

Wb 10.6.24 – Phonics Screening Week 

19.6.24 – West End in Schools Whole-school Shakespeare Drama Workshop 

Wb 24.6.24 – Y6 Bikeability 

27.6.24 – Kestrel Class Crucial Crew 

2.7.24 – Sports Day (weather dependent) 

4.7.24 – TT Rockstars/Numbots Day 

10.7.24 – KS2 Summer Performance 

13.7.24 – Summer Fayre & Raffle 

17.7.24 – BL Fest 

18.7.24 – Y6 Leavers Service 9:15 @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – End of Term Service 2pm @ St Leonards Church 

19.7.24 – School closes for Summer Break 

* Please note, some dates may be subject to change; we will notify you if any 

changes occur. 

Mrs Wolfe's Book Recommendation of the Week 

 

‘How to be a Lion’ is a fantastic book and fans of ‘Winnie the Pooh’ will love this…It’s 

a book that sends the message to ignore the upsetting things we sometimes have to 

listen to and focusing more on our own, quieter thoughts. This story is warm and 

reassuring, with themes of friendship and gentleness. 

 

Rebecca Wolfe 

Head Teacher 
 


