
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

Mondays

Choir

with Mrs Hawkes (KS2)
Tuesdays

Dance Club 
with Sporting Influence (Y5/6)

Sports Club 
with Mr Doohan (Y1-6)

Art Club 
with Mrs Lapidge 
(Reception)

Wednesdays

Knitting Club 
with Granny Lesley (Y3-6)

Thursdays 
Seasonal Crafts Club 
with Mrs Heys (Y3-6)
Mandarin Club 

with Mrs Cummings 
(Book with Mrs Cummings)

Before School Provision from 8am Mon-Fri

After-school Provision from 3:30-6pm Mon-Fri

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine
and make a difference in the world.

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

Big Question of the Week: 
‘What does advent mean to you?‘

This week we have been thinking about Advent.  In our worship
sessions we explored the meaning of Advent - that it means
'arrival' and that it is the period before Christmas which
celebrates the birth of Jesus.

Pupils know that Advent started last Sunday and shared their
excitement about this special time of the year.  We thought about
how important it is to take time to pause and reflect during this
busy time - we thought about ways to be mindful, to relax and think
about what this time of year really means to us. 

Our amazing CCWC then went on to explore the meaning of the four
weeks of advent in more detail, exploring the concepts of hope,
peace, joy and love.  We thought what other values were special to
us and how our school values of courage and service are all
relevant too. 

 
We have demonstrated our school values by showing... 

Love - Nola’s love for her dancing!  It was great to
hear how well Nola has done in her recent dance exams!
Well done, Nola! Our love for the theatre! Y4, 5 & 6
really enjoyed their visit to Leeds Playhouse
yesterday to watch a sterling performance of  The
Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe.

Courage - Our Owl and Merlin pupils for the courage,
commitment and perseverance they are finding whilst
preparing for their Nativity next week!

Service - Our Y5 pupils for stepping up and showing
great buddy skills to our Reception pupils on Fridays,
whilst Y6 are at Forest School!

Shining Together everyday!

Our Values 

Our Vision 
Upcoming Events

 
 
 

8th Dec - Children-led Service 9:30am @ St
Leonard’s Church, Burton Leonard
11th Dec - Owl & Merlin Nativity (2pm & 5:30pm)
12th Dec - YR, Y1, Y2 & Y3 ‘Mr Snow’-Leeds
Playhouse 
13th Dec - Christingle Day (2:30pm Christingle
Service @ St Leonard’s Church)
13th Dec - Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
13th Dec - Christmas Dinner 
13th Dec - FOBLS After-school Tuck Shop  
14th Dec - FOBLS Carols on the Green
18th Dec - Owls Christmas Crafts with Parents 
18th Dec - Roll Out & Read 
19th Dec - FOBLS Christmas Movie Night 
20th Dec - 2:30pm End of Term Service @St
Leonards Church 

Forest School - Y6 
Yoga - KS2

Enrichment & Clubs  

6th December 2024

   Love, Courage & Service



What’s Been Happening in School This Week? 
Please visit our Events page on the website to see what we’ve been getting up to!

Christmas has begun!
School is currently hosting the arrival of four elves, who have been getting up to all sorts of adventures in our classrooms! We are also enjoying a
real tree this year, which is making the corridor smell beautiful.  The tree was donated to school and was bought from The Walled Garden, so all
proceeds go to Ripon Community Link.   We are looking forward to replanting the tree after Christmas in our school grounds! A big thank you to Year
6, who have done a wonderful job of decorating the tree with Mrs Thomas - it looks beautiful!

The Lion the Witch & the Wardrobe 
We had a fantastic time at the theatre this week; the performance was incredible - the costumes, puppetry, staging, music, singing,
acting and so much more was amazing! Our children behaved beautifully and and we are very proud of them.  A huge thank you to FOBLS
for donating the cost of the tickets to school and to our families for supporting the FOBLS’ fundraising efforts and contributing
towards the cost of transport.  

Notices 
Please visit our News page on the website for more information about what’s happening in school

Mrs Hewson 
We are very sad to share the news that Mrs Hewson will be leaving us at the end of term.  Mrs Hewson has been a huge part of Burton
Leonard School for over 11 years and has contributed to the journey of so many of our pupils - she is very loved by pupils, staff and
parents and will be very missed.  We do know that Mrs Hewson has many exciting new adventures planned and we wish her every
happiness in what lies ahead.  We will be saying farewell to Mrs Hewson at our Christmas Service on Friday 20th December. 

Singing at the Village Christmas Fayre 
Please join us tomorrow (Saturday 7th December) at Burton Leonard Village Hall for the Village Christmas Fayre.  Our children have
been asked to start the fayre by singing and we hope that they will be able to join us tomorrow (just before 2pm) to sing ‘Come and
Join the Celebration’; Mr Stace and I will be there to meet the children.  As a reminder, children need to be accompanied and supervised
by an adult.

Nativity - 11th December 
Next Wednesday our Owl & Merlin pupils will be performing two showings of their Nativity at the Village Hall.  Kites and Kestrels will be
enjoying a dress rehearsal on Tuesday.  Owl and Merlin parents will have received information regarding the performances and we look
forward to seeing you there - get ready for a star studded show!  FOBLS will be serving refreshments and donations will be gratefully
received. 

Mr Snow - Leeds Playhouse - 12th December 
Reception, Y1, 2 & 3 are due to visit Leeds Playhouse next Thursday to watch ‘Mr Snow’. Pupils will require a packed lunch if they are
not a school dinner. Tracy has organised an early lunch for children who are a school dinner. We request that pupils wear their school
uniform and bring a warm coat, as well as two snacks and a water bottle. School will also provide an interval snack. As per my previous
email we will return to school at approximately 4:15pm ; Mrs Drake will keep parents updated on our ETA. Pupils should arrive at school
as normal. Travel sickness tablets must be administered before school. 

Christmas Jumper Day - Save the Children - 13th December  
Next Friday 13th December pupils are invited to wear their Christmas jumper to school for a £1 donation.  All money raised will go to
Save the Children.  Pupils may also wear non-school uniform with their Christmas jumpers.  As it is also our Christmas dinner day we will
be feeling very festive!

Christingle Service - 13th December
We have a Christingle service on the 13th December at 2;30pm in St Leonards Church.  Rev Robb will be leading the service,
In the morning, children will be learning all about the meaning and symbolism of Christingle and making their own, which they
will take to the service.  Families are invited to join us at Church at 2:30pm. 

Christingle and The Children’s Society - A message from Rev Robb
Today your child will have returned home with an envelope from Rev Robb.  Please see the message below from Rev Robb:
‘On Friday 13th December we shall be making Christingles in School and having made them, hold a Christingle Service in the Church
at 2.30pm in aid of the Children’s Society. Each child has been given an envelope to bring home and I have asked them to ask your
permission to do a little work either for you, grandparents or a neighbour and to donate the proceeds they receive for that work by
putting the money in the envelope and bringing it back to school on the 13th. I have briefly explained the work of the Children’s
Society to them and this way they understand that the work they do will help other children who are in need.
Many thanks, Rev’d Robb’
 



Congratulations to
Grace  in Y3 and William in Y1

who have been awarded this week’s
Headteacher Shine Award!

Grace and William have been incredible role-models
around school and

have consistently demonstrated our school vision and
values - we wish them every success at their new

school!

House Cup

This week’s team with the most
house points is Pankhurst Blues

Spotlight on School Vision
Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at
home, maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s

discussion topic is…

‘How will you take time to pause and reflect during the festive season?’

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 97% -
let’s work together to improve this! 
A reminder that there are now new attendance procedures in
place nationally and laws have changed. Please consider if your
child is well enough to be in school - missing school has a significant
impact on learning and well being. Visit our attendance page for
more information.  
Well done Reception, Y2 and Y5 for achieving 100% attendance

this week!

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL!
Our school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive
from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready
to start their day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and
ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky start to the
day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your
support in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality
with the children. Every minute counts! Holidays should NOT be
booked during term time. 



Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates

Our Safeguarding Team
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake
Our Pastoral Support Officers  are Mrs Bland & Mrs Hewson

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt

Mrs Bland and Mrs Hewson are available to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child would benefit from
this, please let Mrs Bland, Mrs Hewson or your child’s class teacher know.

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any concerns or worries involving a
child.

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to contact myself or Mrs Drake,
please visit our safeguarding page on the school website, https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-
us/safeguarding/ which will direct you to how you can make a referral directly.

Staying Safe in the Village 
We have been asked to talk to the children about staying safe when visiting the Church.  It is not safe to go into the
church building without an adult and the churchyard is not a place to play, as the gravestones can be dangerous.
Please do support us and the Church by educating the children about this and discourage them to do this if playing
out in the village.  

Smart Watches 
Pupils are no longer permitted to wear smart watches in school.  Please ensure your child does not bring one into
school.  If a child is wearing one, the class teacher will ask for it to be removed and will be returned to parents at the
end of the school day. 

Allergens in School & Food Safety 
We have members of our school who have severe allergies to nuts and peanuts.  Please support us to keep our
children safe by ensuring these products do not come into school and are not included in your child’s packed lunch or
any snacks. 

In addition, please can we request that all grapes, blueberries, cherries, sausages and popcorn need to be cut up, or
avoided as they pose a significant choking risk to children. 

Online Safety
Please check out our brand new online safety newsletter that can be found here https://burtonleonard.n-
yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/ 

Bicycle & Scooter Safety 
Now that the dark nights and mornings are here we are reminding children to stay safe on their bicycles, wearing
helmets and hi-vis clothing to make sure they are seen and safe. 

Medication & Treatments 
A gentle reminder that school cannot administer any non-prescribed medications or treatments. If your child has
been prescribed medication, including creams/sprays a medication form must be completed in the school office and
medication/treatments can only be accepted with a named, prescribed sticker. 
Pupils can self-administer any prescribed medication/treatments following this process, but this must then be
observed and recorded with adult supervision. Children must not carry any medications/treatments independently. A
copy of our updated medical policy can be found here: https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/

 Road Safety
Our on-going polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the day. Drop-offs are a busy
time and we have many children and families using the paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our
children safe, thank you. Please also be mindful if you use the driveway up towards school as this is use by
pedestrians throughout the day, including our children walking to and from school with their families. We also remind
you to not park across driveways and entrances to properties, thank you. 



Words for Life is a UK-based independent charity
working with schools and communities to give  
children the literacy skills to succeed in life.  It has
lots of great links to reads and other literacy
links.  Visit Wordsforlife for more information. 
 

Click here for Raring2Go link 

A gorgeous Christmas picture book that's destined to become a festive classic.
A little fir tree is too small and too imperfect to be chosen at Christmas time.
But being left alone in the forest brings more rewards than the tree could ever
have hoped for . . .
This is a charming and classic-feeling Christmas picture book with a heartfelt
message about love and embracing what makes us different. Families will love
sharing the story and talking about kindness, generosity, and the true meaning
of Christmas.

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/reading/autumn2024/

