
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

Mondays
Choir

with Mrs Hawkes (KS2)
Tuesdays

Sports Club (Hockey) 
with Mr Irving (Y1-6)

Art Club 
with Mrs Lapidge 

(Reception)
Wednesdays
Knitting Club 

with Granny Lesley (Y3-6)
Thursdays 

Seasonal Crafts Club 
with Mrs Heys (Y3-6)

Mandarin Club 
with Mrs Cummings 

(Book with Mrs Cummings)
Before School Provision from 8am Mon-Fri

After-school Provision from 3:30-6pm
Mon-Fri

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine
and make a difference in the world.

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

Big Question of the Week: 
‘What can we learn from music?‘

We’ve been following our love of music in school this week.
Following a ten-year campaign, music exam boards have
announced they will now be including Sikh sacred music, also
known as Kirtan, on their syllabus. It will be examined
alongside violin and percussion instruments.  Music is
powerful and can have a huge impact on us. It has the power
to affect our emotions and how we feel. At Burton Leonard
we value the joy that music brings us, along with the things
we can learn to help us shine.  It has been amazing to watch
so many of our pupils share their musical talents this week
and shine like the stars that they are!  Our CCWC are now
organising for pupils to perform their talents each week in
worship, which is just fantastic!

 

We have demonstrated our school values by
showing... 

Love - our love of music and pumpkin decorating -
thank you to everyone who has performed their
musical talents and thank you to all the pupils who
entered the pumpkin competition, they all look
amazing and we appreciate the effort made by all
of the children. You are so creative and such
shining stars!

Courage - having the courage to perform and be
the best we can be 

Service - our school council for serving their
school community so well; please visit the school
council page on our website to find out what
they’ve been doing this week!

Shining Together everyday!

Our Values 

Our Vision 
Upcoming Events

 
 

28th-1st Nov - Half term 
4th Nov - Staff Training Day
5th Nov - Return to School
7th Nov - Ministry of Maths Day 
11th Nov-15th Nov - Anti-bullying Week

12th Nov - Odd Socks Day  
12th Nov - Police Liaison Officer visiting Kites
12th Nov - Michael Rosen Day
13th Nov - World Kindness Day  
13th Nov - Maths Curriculum Presentation for
Parents 
14th Nov - Tom Vaughan (author) visiting school
with The Little Ripon Bookshop 
15th Nov - Children in Need 
15th Nov - Children in Need special lunch 
For more term dates please visit our

diary page. Please visit
https://burtonleonard.n-

yorks.sch.uk/News/Diary/

After Half Term...
Forest School

8th & 15th Nov - Y3
22nd Nov-20th Dec - Y6

Yoga - KS2
Enrichment & Clubs  

25th October 2024

   Love, Courage & Service



What’s Been Happening in School This Week? 
Please visit our Events page on the website to see what we’ve been getting up to!

Ofsted Inspection 
This week we received an inspection visit from Ofsted, who completed a one-day inspection.  We will circulate the report to our families,
once received.  For parents who were unable to attend parent consultations, or who re-organised meetings, these will be held after the
half term break.  Appointments are available to book on Arbor.  Many thanks for your support with this, it is greatly appreciated by the
teaching staff. 

Yorkshire Air Ambulance & Police Sergeant Visiting Owls
Owls have continued their ‘People Who Help Us’ visits this week from services and parents.  They have learnt so much and it was very
exciting to see a Police car on the playground! Another huge thank you to parents and family members, who have given up their time to
support this topic. 

Fire & Rescue Team delivering Dark Nights Safety talk to Kestrels 
The Fire and Rescue Service delivered a very important safety talk to our Upper Key Stage 2 Class this week.  They learnt all about how to stay safe
during Halloween, Bonfire Night and how to be seen and safe now that the dark nights have set in.

Y2-Y6 BBC 500 Words Day 
Our Y2-Y6 writers were busy composing their entries for this year’s BBC 500 Words competition.  They spent the morning planning and preparing a story
of no more than 500 words that will be submitted after the half term.  A fantastic purpose for writing opportunity that inspired the children to write
creatively. 

FOBLS Decorate a Pumpkin Competition
There were some amazing competition entries in school this week - thank you to everyone for entering.  The entry fee for the
competition was £1, in order to raise funds for our school.  It was not an easy job for our judges, however they chose 3 winners:

Claudia, Lucy & Thomas P
Well done! 
 Notices 

Please visit our News page on the website for more information about what’s happening in school
Poppy Collection

On Tuesday 5th November 2024 (the first week after half term) we will be collecting for the Royal British Legion in support of our Armed
Forces community. Children will be asked to bring any donations into school in an envelope with their name on. As well as poppies, there will
be other poppy items for the children to choose from, ranging from 50p to £2.00.  

Save the Date! Maths Curriculum Parent Presentation - 13th November 
Please join us on the 13th November - 3:45-5:00 to learn more about our exciting maths curriculum.  Our curriculum has undergone
significant development over the last year and following on from last year’s curriculum meeting in the summer term, we would like to share
these developments with parents and carers. Mrs Whild, our maths lead, will be leading the meeting alongside teaching staff, who will give
you a glimpse of what maths looks like in each class and more information around our exciting and innovative curriculum.  

Tom Vaughan
Exciting news! Author Tom Vaughan will be visiting school on Thursday 14th November with The Little Ripon Bookshop. He will be talking to years 3, 4, 5
and 6 about his Hercules books… and Greek mythology in general! Tom is a lot of fun and I’m sure he will entertain and inspire the children.
The hero of the stories is Hercules Braver who feels he should live up to his Greek god name. He wants to be strong, tanned and popular. He is, in fact,
weak, pale and unpopular – more like Greek yoghurt than a Greek hero. He is determined to prove himself.
The books are funny, warm-hearted and have lots of illustrations. They are available via the link below – if you order them before the event, Gill, from
The Little Ripon Bookshop, will bring them with her on the day and Tom will be able to sign them for your child. They are £7.00 each – the orange one came
first but you can read them in any order. Here’s the link …littleriponbookshop.co.uk/tomvaughan

Morning Arrival & Collection Arrangements & Walking Home 
If your child is in KS2 and arrives at school independently we will phone home immediately if they do not arrive for Breakfast Club or the start of the
day.  
Please inform admin@ AND your class teacher via email with any changes to pick-up arrangements.  Alternatively, please inform myself or Mrs Drake on
the school gate or via phone.  If your child has permission to walk home please do talk to them about leaving the school premises sensibly and to make
their way straight home.  

Attendance
Please do read the information sent earlier in the term regarding attendance. The Department for Education (DfE) have introduced new attendance
guidance for schools for managing and supporting school attendance. They have also introduced a new national framework for penalty notices and
amended the law. These changes came into effect from the 19 August 2024 and all schools across the country are expected to follow the new
statutory guidance. We now have to report attendance to the local authority and the DfE on a more regular basis and share information regarding
persistent absenteeism.  We encourage parents to really consider whether their child should be in school or not - we will always contact you if your child
is unwell and we do not feel they should be in school. Teachers will discuss your child’s attendance with you at parents evening. 

Y6 Parent Message - DEADLINE COMING UP!
Y6 admissions for secondary school reminder that the deadline for applying is the 31st October.

Starting Primary School 2025 Admissions
 The key dates to note are:
15 January 2025 - the deadline to apply for a primary school place.
16 April 2025 - National Offer Day, primary school places are allocated on this day. No information on allocated places should be shared with parents
before 16 April 2025.If you have any queries, please contact Clare Anderson, Business Support Manager 01609 536203 or email
schooladmissions@northyorks.gov.uk

mailto:schooladmissions@northyorks.gov.uk


Congratulations to all our pupils who made it on to all four
quadrants of the recognition board this half term, by
showing love, courage, service and shining together!

House Cup

This week’s team with the most
house points is Seacole Yellows 

Spotlight on School Vision
Each week I will share an aspect of our vision for you to share and discuss at
home, maybe over breakfast, tea, or out and about for a walk. This week’s

discussion topic is…

‘What music brings you joy?’

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 97% -
let’s work together to improve this! 
A reminder that there are now new attendance procedures in
place nationally and laws have changed. Please consider if your
child is well enough to be in school - missing school has a significant
impact on learning and well being. Visit our attendance page for
more information.  

Well done Y2 for 100% attendance this week!

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL!
Our school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive
from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready
to start their day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and
ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky start to the
day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your
support in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality
with the children. Every minute counts! Holidays should NOT be
booked during term time. 

Congratulations to all our pupils who received the
Headteacher Shine Award this half term; we enjoyed a
lovely afternoon tea and enjoyed chatting about the

wonderful half term we have had. 



Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates

Our Safeguarding Team
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake
Our Pastoral Support Officers  are Mrs Bland & Mrs Hewson

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt

Mrs Bland and Mrs Hewson are available to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child would
benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland, Mrs Hewson or your child’s class teacher know.

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any concerns or worries
involving a child.

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to contact myself or Mrs
Drake, please visit our safeguarding page on the school website, https://burtonleonard.n-
yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct you to how you can make a referral directly.

Staying Safe in the Village 
We have been asked to talk to the children about staying safe when visiting the Church.  It is not safe to go
into the church building without an adult and the churchyard is not a place to play, as the gravestones can
be dangerous. Please do support us and the Church by educating the children about this and discourage them
to do this if playing out in the village.  

Smart Watches 
Pupils are no longer permitted to wear smart watches in school.  Please ensure your child does not bring one
into school.  If a child is wearing one, the class teacher will ask for ot to be removed and will be returned to
parents at the end of the school day. 

Allergens in School & Food Safety 
We have members of our school who have severe allergies to nuts and peanuts.  Please support us to keep
our children safe by ensuring these products do not come into school and are not included in your child’s
packed lunch or any snacks. 

In addition, please can we request that all grapes, blueberries, cherries, sausages and popcorn need to be cut
up, or avoided as they pose a significant choking risk to children. 

Online Safety
Please check out our brand new online safety newsletter that can be found here https://burtonleonard.n-
yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/ 

Bicycle & Scooter Safety 
Now that the dark nights and mornings are drawing in we are reminding children to stay safe on their
bicycles, wearing helmets and hi-vis clothing to make sure they are seen and safe. 

Medication & Treatments 
A gentle reminder that school cannot administer any non-prescribed medications or treatments. If your child has been
prescribed medication, including creams/sprays a medication form must be completed in the school office and
medication/treatments can only be accepted with a named, prescribed sticker. 
Pupils can self-administer any prescribed medication/treatments following this process, but this must then be observed
and recorded with adult supervision. Children must not carry any medications/treatments independently. A copy of our
updated medical policy can be found here: https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/

 Road Safety
Our on-going polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the day. Drop-offs are a busy
time and we have many children and families using the paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children
safe, thank you.



Words for Life is a UK-based independent charity
working with schools and communities to give  
children the literacy skills to succeed in life.  It has
lots of great links to reads and other literacy
links.  Visit Wordsforlife for more information. 
 

Click here for Raring2Go link 

See how the English language evolved in this
extraordinary etymological exploration. From
eponyms and toponyms to verbs and the
frequentative suffix, this book helps us learnt that
even the most ordinary-sounding word can have the
most surprising story behind it!

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/reading/autumn2024/

