
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

NO CLUBS NEXT WEEK!
After-school club running as usual. 

Before School Provision from 
8am Mon-Fri

After-school Provision from 
3:30-6pm Mon-Fri

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine and
make a difference in the world.

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

Big Question of the Week: 
‘What does getting ready for Christmas look like?’

As Christmas approaches, the excitement is building as we
get ready for all the festive joys ahead. In school, we’ve
already celebrated in so many wonderful ways—from
Christmas crafts and nativity performances to Christmas
lunch, a cosy movie night, and singing for our community.
Next week brings the Owl & Merlin Christmas theatre trip,
class parties and the End of Term Service. With one week to
go, we’re looking forward to precious time with friends and
family and to celebrating the true spirit of Christmas
together. As this is my final update of 2025, I wish everyone
a very happy and restful Christmas, and I look forward to
an exciting spring term ahead! In all we do, these moments
reflect our vision...to love your neighbour as yourself, shine,
and make a difference in the world.

Our children have demonstrated our school values
this week by showing... 

Love, Courage and Service
Shining Together everyday!

Love: 
Nola’s love of dance!  Nola and her trio group have officially
secured a spot to represent Team England in the Dance World
Cup 2026, taking place in Dublin. This is such amazing news and
we are so proud of her!  Well done, Nola!

Courage:
Our wonderful Reception and Year 1 pupils for performing their
Nativity this week - you were all so amazing and I am bursting
with pride! Incredible singing, acting and dancing!

Service:
A huge thank you to the pupils that sang at the Church
fair last Saturday - you were just fabulous!
Our Kite Class volunteers who sang at Dementia
Forwards this week - you showed great service to the
community.

Our Values 

Our Vision Upcoming Events
  
16th Dec - Owl & Merlin Theatre
Trip to see ‘Stick Man’ 
16  Dec - Kites Christmas Party th

17  Dec - Merlins Christmas
Party 

th

18  - Y6 Forest School th

18  Dec - Headteacher Shine
Treat 

th

18  Dec - Owls Christmas Partyth

19  Dec - 2pm End of Term
Christmas Service & Recognition
Certificates

th

5th Jan - Staff CPD Day
6th Jan - Children Return to
School

 

 
 

Clubs & Enrichment 

12th December 2025



What’s Been Happening in School This Week?

Wednesday’s Festive Activities!
Now that our big day of Christmas activity has been and gone, we can look back on it with real joy and appreciation. The school was full of
colour and excitement as children proudly wore their Christmas jumpers, raising money for Save the Children while still looking smart in their
uniforms. Each class enjoyed a wonderfully creative Christmas Craft session, thanks to the generous support of FOBLS, and the children loved
making special treasures to share at home. A highlight of the morning was the visit to Dementia Forward, where singers from Mr Doohan’s class
joined together to bring festive cheer to the community through song. At lunchtime, Tracy and the team treated us to a delicious Festive
Feast that brought everyone together in true Christmas spirit. The day rounded off perfectly with FOBLS Christmas Movie Night! It was a
truly memorable day that captured the warmth and magic of the season. Lots to be thankful for. 

Whoops-A-Daisy Angel!
Our Owl Class nativity, Whoops-a-Daisy Angel!, was truly magical, and we couldn’t be prouder of our Reception and Year 1 children. They
learned their lines so beautifully, acted with confidence, danced with enthusiasm, and brought such joy to everyone watching. The performance
was incredibly special—full of warmth, wonder, and those unforgettable moments that remind us why the nativity is such a treasured tradition.
It brought our whole school community together and filled us all with the magic that only children can create at Christmas.

More Christmas Activities to Come Next Week!

16  December - Owl & Merlin Christmas Theatre trip to see Stickman at Leeds Playhouse.th

Christmas Parties:
Kite Class 16  December th

Merlins 17  Decemberth

Owls 18  December th

19  December - Our end of term Christmas Service will be held at St Leonards Church at 2pm. Please join us to hear lots of Christmas stories, singing
and celebration from the final half term of 2025! We will return to school after the service has finished. 

th

Christmas Post
Our Christmas post box is positioned next to our Christmas tree in the entrance of school. Children are welcome to post their cards daily. Our Year 6s
will then deliver the cards to classes before the end of each week. 

FOBLS Christmas Wishing Tree 
We have been so appreciative of your ongoing generosity towards the wishing tree - the wishes have been flying off the branches this week. There are
still some left, so if you would like to donate a gift to one of our classes, please see the flyer below. We already have some gifts wrapped and ready
under the tree! 

Nutcracker spotted by Mrs Wolfe!
I was so happy to see Josephine’s nutcracker in York last weekend and felt very proud.  It certainly brightens up even the rainiest of days! As a
reminder, Josephine’s nutcracker design was chosen (when she was 4 years old) and then turned into a real structure as part of the York Bid
Nutcracker Trail! 

 
  

                                 

  

 



Class News!

Owl Class
Owl Class have been very busy this week getting ready for our Nativity! We have
been perfecting our lines, learning sign language and trying out our dance moves!
We have really enjoyed recreating this special event and we hope you enjoyed it!

Owls have also been busy crafting this week! We made some gorgeous snow globes
and decorated some photo frames, we hope you love them as much as we do!

Merlin Class!
Bonjour! 
Last Friday we had our French Day! We came into school dressed in red, white and
blue. These are the colours of the French flag. 
We learned the vocabulary for colours. Rouge is red. Bleu is blue. Vert is green.
Jaune is yellow. Orange is orange. Violet is violet. 
We also learned vocabulary for shapes. Un cercle is a circle. Un rectangle is a
rectangle. Un triangle is a triangle. Un carre is a square. 
Finally, we learned how to say big – grand – and little – petit. 
We looked at the work of the French artist Henri Matisse. He used shapes and
collage to create animal pictures. We created our own animal collages and used
our new French vocabulary to add labels. 
We had a really good day and enjoyed learning a new language! 

Kite Class!
This week in church the Kites have shared their history learning from last week.
They have been studying the life of Elizabeth I and how she used royal progresses
to connect with her people. Bea, Alice and Sophie shared a piece of writing that
they had done which reflected the thoughts and feelings of villagers who were
about to be visited by the Queen.
The Kites then also gave us a demonstration of their latest D.T. Work - Doodlers!
They explained what a motor is, what a counterweight is and how they attached
them to a structure to create an automatic doodling machine!



House Cup

This week’s team with the most
house points is Seacole Yellows 

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 96.2%
A reminder that there are now new attendance procedures in
place nationally and laws have changed. Please consider if your
child is well enough to be in school - missing school has a significant
impact on learning and well being. Visit our attendance page for
more information.  

Well done Year 2  for achieving 100% this week!

We are very proud of our attendance, which last academic year
was above national.
We were in decile 1 for overall attendance, the top 0-10% of
schools (out of 1672).  We were also ranked 13  out of 292 LA
schools for overall attendance.  Thank you everyone for
supporting our children with their attendance - your commitment
and dedication to this is just amazing!

th

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL!
Our school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive
from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready
to start their day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and
ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky start to the
day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your support
in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality with the
children. Every minute counts! Holidays should NOT be booked
during term time. 

Please visit the school website to access our  Attendance Page
and  Attendance Policy

This week’s Headteacher Shine Award is awarded
to
Ben 

for consistently demonstrating our school
values and

living out our school vision and making a difference.
You are a shining star!

 

Out of School Achievements
We are always so excited to hear about our
children’s achievements out of school and are
constantly in awe of the talents our children have.
We love to see the children celebrate together in
school and  Church with our community.   

If your child has an out-of-school achievement
they would like to share in class, or in Church,
please let your child’s class teacher know and we
will make arrangements for this. This can be an
individual achievement, or a group achievement,
please just let us know.  

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Attendance/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/


Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates
Our Safeguarding Team

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are Mrs Drake & Mr Doohan

Our Early Years Lead is Mrs Heys
Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt

Mrs Bland is available to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland, or your child’s class teacher know.

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any concerns or worries involving a child.

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to contact myself or Mrs Drake, please visit our safeguarding page on the school website,
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct you to how you can make a referral directly.

Playground Safety 
A polite health and safety reminder that children, including siblings, should not ride their bikes/scooters on the playground before or after school. We are keen to promote
pupils travelling to and from school on their bicycles, and request that they dismount before entering and leaving the school grounds, thank you. We also kindly request
that pupils and siblings do not play on the climbing frame/adventure equipment at these times.  Thank you for support.

Healthy Schools
We are working hard to improve healthy eating at school and as much as we know treats are OK every now and again, we are on a mission to champion healthy eating
choices throughout the day.  Fruit is available at Breakfast Club, lunch times & After-school Club daily, as well as provided free to our reception and KS1 (Y1&Y2) children
during their snack-time.  All classes have a dedicated snack-time, where pupils eat their snack calmly whilst enjoying story time.  KS2 children (Y3-Y6) are encouraged to
bring a healthy snack every day, so that they can enjoy a snack during this session too. 

As a reminder, chocolate bars and sweets should not be included in packed lunches. For further information on healthy packed lunches, please visit the school website for
some fantastic ideas! Parent Healthy Packed Lunch Guidance

Allergens in School & Food Safety 
We have members of our school who have severe allergies to nuts and peanuts. Please support us to keep our children safe by ensuring these products do not come into
school and are not included in your child’s packed lunch or any snacks. 

In addition, please can we request that all grapes, blueberries, cherries, sausages and popcorn need to be cut up, or avoided, as they pose a significant choking risk to
children. 

Hair, Nails & Jewellery 
Hair should be tied up with discreet hair accessories in school colours (this can include house team colours); earrings must be small studs, which will need to be removed for
PE. No make-up, nail varnish, false nails or other jewellery should be worn to school, thank you. 

Jewellery & PE
Further to communication regarding PE, a reminder that earrings are no longer allowed for PE (North Yorkshire Council and The Association for Physical Education
(afPE)). Schools have a higher duty of care; this is dictated by national guidance and schools must comply. Earrings pose a significant risk to children participating in
contact sports at school.

If earrings get caught in another child's clothes or skin, injury can occur both to the child wearing the earrings and the child in contact with the earrings. Contact in PE
can also cause damage to the area of the ear behind the earring.

Children are not permitted to wear jewellery, including pierced earrings, during PE lessons and swimming lessons.
Teachers are not allowed to take out or replace children’s earrings if they are unable to do so themselves. It would therefore be helpful if earrings could be taken out
at home on PE days.
If a child has recently had their ears pierced and are unable to remove their earrings they may not be able to take part in some elements of the PE lesson, but sessions
will be adapted for them to participate.
Staff are not permitted to tape earrings for children - the taping of earrings ‘creates a perception of safety and is not recommended’. There have been several
incidents nationally where children’s ears have been injured from earrings being pulled out from under the tape, or the earring stud has pierced the back of the head.
During swimming lessons children wearing earrings must remove them - swimming sessions cannot be adapted and children unable to remove earrings will need to
spectate, rather than participate.

Smart Watches 
Pupils are no longer permitted to wear smart watches in school.  Please ensure your child does not bring one into school.  If a child is wearing one, the class teacher will ask
for it to be removed and will be returned to parents at the end of the school day. 

Online Safety
Please check out our online safety newsletter that can be found here Online Safety Newsletter 

Medication & Treatments 
A gentle reminder that school cannot administer any non-prescribed medications or treatments. If your child has been prescribed medication, including creams/sprays a
medication form must be completed in the school office and medication/treatments can only be accepted with a named, prescribed sticker. 

Pupils can self-administer any prescribed medication/treatments following this process, but this must then be observed and recorded with adult supervision. Children must
not carry any medications/treatments independently. A copy of our updated medical policy can be found here: https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/

 Road Safety
Our on-going polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the
paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. Please also be mindful if you use the driveway up towards school as this is use by
pedestrians throughout the day, including our children walking to and from school with their families. We also remind you to not park across driveways and entrances to
properties at any time, thank you. 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Parents/Healthy-Eating/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/


Reading at Burton Leonard

We are passionate about reading at Burton Leonard and as well as teaching our pupils to ‘Learn to Read’ we also prioritise the importance of
‘Reading for Pleasure’.

We aim for every class library in school, alongside our whole-school library, to be stocked with exciting current reads, alongside well-loved classics. 

Previous research by The National Literacy Trust shows that reading for pleasure can support reading, and wider literacy, skills, wellbeing,
empathy, confidence and aptitude for learning. In fact, 2024 research showed that twice as many children and young people who enjoy reading in
their free time had above average reading skills than children who don’t enjoy it (34.2% vs 15.7%).

Therefore, reading for pleasure is an important mechanism to encourage reading frequency which in turn is more likely to foster and improve a
child's reading skills - something which is of fundamental importance at a time when children and young people’s reading skills are cause for concern.

There are many benefits to nurturing a love of reading in a child's free time. It is a tangible way to equip children with the reading skills they need
to thrive in school and beyond, as well as empower them with the chance to discover new things, both about the world around them and people and
cultures they may not yet know and explore their sense of self.

Please prioritise reading at home with your child, this can be them reading to you, you reading to your child, or both reading together. 

We have an incredible group of Reading Ambassadors in school, who will be in touch later in the term about how you can support reading at Burton
Leonard Primary School. 

Together, we can play our part to grow a generation of readers and make sure no child is left behind.

Please visit our Reading Webpage for more information about the importance of reading.

Recommended
read of the

week...

Mrs Wolfe’s 

Recommended
reads of the 
MONTH...

Mrs Wolfe’s This is a gorgeous book, suitable for all ages The book is designed on the idea of an
advent calendar with a chapter to be read a day. It tells the story of Winston, a
mouse who finds a letter for Father Christmas lost by a little boy called Oliver and
has many adventures trying to deliver it.
As well as the appealing and wonderfully illustrated story there is a festive activity
for each day; from making your own wrapping paper to baking gingerbread mice -
great to deepen understanding and build vocabulary. There is a clear reminder that
Christmas isn’t just about receiving presents, being kind and thoughtful as Winston
demonstrates is very important too. The book contains several well-known Christmas
songs, the story of the Night before Christmas and even some tips for getting ready
for Christmas the following year!

Every December, an envelope bearing a stamp from the North Pole would arrive for
J.R.R. Tolkien's children. Inside would be a letter from Father Christmas for them to
enjoy, along with a drawing or sketches. These letters told magical tales of life at the
North Pole including how all the reindeer got loose and scattered presents all over the
place; and how the accident-prone Polar Bear climbed the North Pole and fell through
the roof of Father Christmas's house into the dining room. A whole book of magical
tales can be explored in the build up to Christmas. 
Sometimes characters, such as Polar Bear and Ilbereth the Elf, would scrawl or write in
elegant flowing script, adding yet more life and humour to the stories. Readers young
and old will be captivated by the magical letters and stories from the North Pole. 
A lovely collection of short stories to help keep the festive magic alive for older pupils. 

How does Santa go down the chimney?
It’s a brilliant question (and title for a book) brought to life by Mac
Barnett and Jon Klassen – the dynamic duo of fantastic, funny picture
books. With their usual panache and droll humour, they present a series
of potential scenarios as they explore and unpack precisely how this
could be done.
How Does Santa Go Down the Chimney? is a fantastic example of a
picture book that feeds children’s natural curiosity

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Learning/Reading/


Spotlight on School Vision
Each week I share a Take Home activity for families to share together at home
and discuss together. The themes within are closely linked to our school vision
and values and give children the opportunity to share their thoughts and
wonders, as they would in our worship sessions in school. Please enjoy!



Community News‌ ‌

Click here for link to raring to go! 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/harrogateandyork/winter2025/

