
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

Monday 
Y2/3 Swimming 

Y3/Y4 Times Table Club with Mr Doohan 
After-School Club 

Tuesday 
Sporting Influence PM 

Miss Pullan  Peripaatetic Music 
 Y6 SATS Club with Mr Doohan  

After-school Club 
Multi-skills with Miss M 
After-school Club 

Wednesday

Lunchtime Library with our Library Grannies
KS2 Knitting with Granny Lesley 

After-school  Club
Thursday

Forest School with Madeleine 
(Outdoor Adventures) AM

Yoga with Karen PM
Mandarin with Mrs Cummings 

After-school Club
Friday  

Mr Timmis Peripatetic Guitar 

Before School Provision from 
8am Mon-Fri

After-school Provision from 
3:30-6pm Mon-Fri

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine
and make a difference in the world.
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

Big Question of the Week: 
‘What does it mean to remember?’

Remembrance is a time to pause, reflect and honour those who
showed extraordinary courage and gave their lives so that
others could live in peace. Their sacrifice encourages us to
think deeply about the kind of world we want to help create. In
our school, we are guided by the vision to love your neighbour
as yourself, and remembrance challenges us to live this out
every day—showing compassion, kindness, and respect to all.
When we remember the past, we are reminded of our
responsibility to help everyone shine, using our gifts,
strengths, and voices to make a meaningful difference in the
world. Our values of love, courage, and service inspire us to
stand up for what is right, support those in need, and work
together for a more peaceful future. Through remembrance,
we commit ourselves once again to being peacemakers in our
school, our communities, and our world.

Our children have demonstrated our school
values this week by showing... 

Love, Courage and Service

Shining Together everyday!
Love: 

our school community’s love of helping others 

Courage:
Ava’s incredible determination in swimming!  We are so
proud of you for receiving your first swimming
certificate, Ava!

Service: 
School Council and their brilliant contribution to
Children in Need - they organised a fantastic day of
activities and we look forward to hearing the grand
total next week. 

Our Values 

Our Vision Upcoming Events
 
19  Nov - Kite Class Theatre Trip to see
‘A Christmas Carol’

th

21  Nov - Flu Immunisations st

23  Nov - Toy Service @ St Leonards Church rd

6  Dec - Church Christmas Fair th

10  Dec - Christmas Lunch th

11  Dec - Owl Class Nativityth

16th Dec - Owl & Merlin Theatre Trip to see
‘Stick Man’ 
18  Dec - End of Term Christmas Serviceth

 

 
 

Clubs & Enrichment 

14th November 2025



What’s Been Happening in School This Week? 

Remembrance

On Tuesday, we came together to share a meaningful act of remembrance. We gathered to hear the church
bells and then joined in a respectful two-minute silence. Afterwards, each class shared their thoughtful
contributions: Owls delivered a beautiful poem alongside a poppy created from their own handprints; Merlins
presented a stunning poppy wreath, with each poppy individually crafted using pastels, textiles, and paint;
Kite Class shared deeply moving poetry. We then took time to reflect on peace, discussing why remembering is
so important and how each of us can help make a difference by working together to care for and support one
another in our world. We also shared our contributions today in Church.

Children in Need
Our School Council did a fantastic job organising this year’s Children in Need activities, bringing the whole
school together in support of an important cause. For a £1 donation, pupils enjoyed a cosy day in their PJs
or comfies, creating a fun and relaxed atmosphere across the school. The councillors also prepared a range
of exciting activities linked to this year’s Challenge 25 theme, inviting pupils to bring in 10p coins to take part.
For every 10p donated, children earned a Pudsey token for their class, and everyone is eagerly awaiting the
results to see which class will achieve the highest average and win the special Pudsey mascot next week! We
even attempted to fill a giant Pudsey face with coins in the hall, and thanks to the enthusiasm and generosity
of our pupils, we made wonderful progress. A huge thank you goes to our dedicated School Council for their
creativity, leadership, and hard work in making the day such a success.

Parent Consultations
Thank you to all our parents who joined us for parent consultations this week and for the thoughtful
contributions you shared. We truly value the time taken to talk about your child’s progress and celebrate
their achievements. Working together makes a powerful difference—support from home and school combined
helps children grow socially, emotionally, and academically. We are grateful for your partnership and for
everything you do to support your children’s learning and wellbeing.

SENDIASS
SENDIASS North Yorkshire is a service for parents and carers of young people aged 0-25 with
SEND as well as young people themselves. SENDIASS is a free confidential and impartial information,
advice and support service that can support with many things.  There is a new information pack
available for parents, carers and young people - please let me know if you would like me to send this
to you. 

Church Christmas Fair
On Saturday 6  December the children are invited to sing at the Church Christmas Fair, which will
take place at Burton Leonard Village Hall, 2-4pm. We will be performing a number of songs to those in
attendance and I am sure we will all start feeling very Christmassy! 

th

Children can attend free of charge and are also welcome to run their own stalls to raise funds that
will be shared between the Church and school. Please speak to Granny Lesley if you are interested in
doing this. 

https://sendiassnorthyorkshire.co.uk/


House Cup

This week’s team with the most
house points is Pankhurst Blues 

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 96.8%
A reminder that there are now new attendance procedures in
place nationally and laws have changed. Please consider if your
child is well enough to be in school - missing school has a significant
impact on learning and well being. Visit our attendance page for
more information.  
Well done to Owl Class for achieving 100% this week!

We are very proud of our attendance, which last academic year
was above national.
We were in decile 1 for overall attendance, the top 0-10% of
schools (out of 1672).  We were also ranked 13  out of 292 LA
schools for overall attendance.  Thank you everyone for
supporting our children with their attendance - your commitment
and dedication to this is just amazing!

th

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL!
Our school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive
from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready
to start their day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and
ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky start to the
day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your support
in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality with the
children. Every minute counts! Holidays should NOT be booked
during term time. 

Please visit the school website to access our  Attendance Page
and  Attendance Policy

This week’s Headteacher Shine Award is awarded
to
Erin

for consistently demonstrating our school
values and

living out our school vision and making a difference.
You are a shining star!

 

Out of School Achievements
We are always so excited to hear about our
children’s achievements out of school and are
constantly in awe of the talents our children have.
We love to see the children celebrate together in
school and  Church with our community.   

If your child has an out-of-school achievement
they would like to share in class, or in Church,
please let your child’s class teacher know and we
will make arrangements for this. This can be an
individual achievement, or a group achievement,
please just let us know.  

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Attendance/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/


Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates
Our Safeguarding Team

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are Mrs Drake & Mr Doohan

Our Early Years Lead is Mrs Heys
Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt

Mrs Bland is available to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland, or your child’s class teacher know.

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any concerns or worries involving a child.

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to contact myself or Mrs Drake, please visit our safeguarding page on the school website,
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct you to how you can make a referral directly.

Playground Safety 
A polite health and safety reminder that children, including siblings, should not ride their bikes/scooters on the playground before or after school. We are keen to promote
pupils travelling to and from school on their bicycles, and request that they dismount before entering and leaving the school grounds, thank you. We also kindly request
that pupils and siblings do not play on the climbing frame/adventure equipment at these times.  Thank you for support.

Healthy Schools
We are working hard to improve healthy eating at school and as much as we know treats are OK every now and again, we are on a mission to champion healthy eating
choices throughout the day.  Fruit is available at Breakfast Club, lunch times & After-school Club daily, as well as provided free to our reception and KS1 (Y1&Y2) children
during their snack-time.  All classes have a dedicated snack-time, where pupils eat their snack calmly whilst enjoying story time.  KS2 children (Y3-Y6) are encouraged to
bring a healthy snack every day, so that they can enjoy a snack during this session too. 

As a reminder, chocolate bars and sweets should not be included in packed lunches. For further information on healthy packed lunches, please visit the school website for
some fantastic ideas! Parent Healthy Packed Lunch Guidance

Allergens in School & Food Safety 
We have members of our school who have severe allergies to nuts and peanuts. Please support us to keep our children safe by ensuring these products do not come into
school and are not included in your child’s packed lunch or any snacks. 

In addition, please can we request that all grapes, blueberries, cherries, sausages and popcorn need to be cut up, or avoided, as they pose a significant choking risk to
children. 

Hair, Nails & Jewellery 
Hair should be tied up with discreet hair accessories in school colours (this can include house team colours); earrings must be small studs, which will need to be removed for
PE. No make-up, nail varnish, false nails or other jewellery should be worn to school, thank you. 

Jewellery & PE
Further to communication regarding PE, a reminder that earrings are no longer allowed for PE (North Yorkshire Council and The Association for Physical Education
(afPE)). Schools have a higher duty of care; this is dictated by national guidance and schools must comply. Earrings pose a significant risk to children participating in
contact sports at school.

If earrings get caught in another child's clothes or skin, injury can occur both to the child wearing the earrings and the child in contact with the earrings. Contact in PE
can also cause damage to the area of the ear behind the earring.

Children are not permitted to wear jewellery, including pierced earrings, during PE lessons and swimming lessons.
Teachers are not allowed to take out or replace children’s earrings if they are unable to do so themselves. It would therefore be helpful if earrings could be taken out
at home on PE days.
If a child has recently had their ears pierced and are unable to remove their earrings they may not be able to take part in some elements of the PE lesson, but sessions
will be adapted for them to participate.
Staff are not permitted to tape earrings for children - the taping of earrings ‘creates a perception of safety and is not recommended’. There have been several
incidents nationally where children’s ears have been injured from earrings being pulled out from under the tape, or the earring stud has pierced the back of the head.
During swimming lessons children wearing earrings must remove them - swimming sessions cannot be adapted and children unable to remove earrings will need to
spectate, rather than participate.

Smart Watches 
Pupils are no longer permitted to wear smart watches in school.  Please ensure your child does not bring one into school.  If a child is wearing one, the class teacher will ask
for it to be removed and will be returned to parents at the end of the school day. 

Online Safety
Please check out our online safety newsletter that can be found here Online Safety Newsletter  Please  also be aware of the information sent our this week about the
Spy Dogs/Spy Dogs, Spy Cats, and Spy Pups series. I have also sent an attachment regarding important Robloix information parents need to know. 

Medication & Treatments 
A gentle reminder that school cannot administer any non-prescribed medications or treatments. If your child has been prescribed medication, including creams/sprays a
medication form must be completed in the school office and medication/treatments can only be accepted with a named, prescribed sticker. 

Pupils can self-administer any prescribed medication/treatments following this process, but this must then be observed and recorded with adult supervision. Children must
not carry any medications/treatments independently. A copy of our updated medical policy can be found here: https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/

 Road Safety
Our on-going polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the
paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. Please also be mindful if you use the driveway up towards school as this is use by
pedestrians throughout the day, including our children walking to and from school with their families. We also remind you to not park across driveways and entrances to
properties at any time, thank you. 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Parents/Healthy-Eating/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/


Reading at Burton Leonard

We are passionate about reading at Burton Leonard and as well as teaching our pupils to ‘Learn to Read’ we also prioritise the
importance of ‘Reading for Pleasure’.

We aim for every class library in school, alongside our whole-school library, to be stocked with exciting current reads, alongside
well-loved classics. 

Previous research by The National Literacy Trust shows that reading for pleasure can support reading, and wider literacy, skills,
wellbeing, empathy, confidence and aptitude for learning. In fact, 2024 research showed that twice as many children and young
people who enjoy reading in their free time had above average reading skills than children who don’t enjoy it (34.2% vs 15.7%).

Therefore, reading for pleasure is an important mechanism to encourage reading frequency which in turn is more likely to foster and
improve a child's reading skills - something which is of fundamental importance at a time when children and young people’s reading
skills are cause for concern.

There are many benefits to nurturing a love of reading in a child's free time. It is a tangible way to equip children with the reading
skills they need to thrive in school and beyond, as well as empower them with the chance to discover new things, both about the
world around them and people and cultures they may not yet know and explore their sense of self.

Please prioritise reading at home with your child, this can be them reading to you, you reading to your child, or both reading
together. 

We have an incredible group of Reading Ambassadors in school, who will be in touch later in the term about how you can support
reading at Burton Leonard Primary School. 

Together, we can play our part to grow a generation of readers and make sure no child is left behind.

Please visit our Reading Webpage for more information about the importance of reading.

Recommended
read of the

week...

Mrs Wolfe’s 

Recommended
reads of the 
MONTH...

Mrs Wolfe’s 

This is one of my favourite
stories and there is a version
for both younger (ages 6-9)
and older (Age 11+) children to
share! It tells of an enduring
friendship between a boy and
his horse, which is touching and
will appeal to animal lovers, but
this book also helps children to
understand the history and
deadly chaos of the First World
War in an appropriate way. 

Nominated for a number of prestigious awards, this poetic new book brings the
memories associated with World War I to a level suitable for younger children.
Perfect for use around Remembrance Day, Where the Poppies Now Grow tells the
story of best friends Ben and Ray, who swap their simple lives on countryside
farms for the raging battlefields of France. You may also like Flo of the Somme and
The Christmas Truce by the same authors.

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Learning/Reading/


Spotlight on School Vision
Each week I share a Take Home activity for families to share together at home
and discuss together. The themes within are closely linked to our school vision
and values and give children the opportunity to share their thoughts and
wonders, as they would in our worship sessions in school. Please enjoy!



Community News‌ ‌

Click here for link to raring to go! 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/harrogateandyork/winter2025/

