Mrs Wolfe's Weekly Update

16th January 2026

Coming Soon!
Letters about these events that require additional information
for parents will be sent prior to the date via Arbor and also
uploaded onto the Letters page of the website

22™ Jan - Y5 Girls Play2EmpowHer session with Miss M (1 of 3)
2)7+h Jan - Y5 Girls Play2EmpowHer session with Miss M (2 of
3

5™ Feb - Y5 Girls Play2EmpowHer session with Miss M (3 of 3)
10™ Feb - Owl Class Police Visit

10™ Feb - Kite Class Young Voices

wb 16™ Feb - Half Term

23" Feb - Return to school

10™ Mar - Kite Class Bethel Church Workshop

wb 16™ Mar - Kite Class East Barnby Residential

25" Mar - Whole-school Cross Country

27™ Mar - Our final Celebration with Rev Robb

27" Mar - Finish for Easter Break

Merlin Class Spring Performance Date TBC

Summer Term

13th Apr - Return to school

13" Apr - Box2BFit (TBC)

22" Apr - Striking Games Festival

4™ Mo{ - Bank Holiday

wb 25" May - Half Term

wb 11" May - Y6 SATS Week

1** Jun - Staff CPD Day (School Closed)

10™ Jun - EYFS/KS1 Multi Skills Festival (TBC)
2" July - Kite Class Production

7* July - Y6 Ripon Cathedral Leavers Service (children only
event)

17* July - Finish for Summer Breok

Weekly Enrichment

Mondays
Y2/3 Swimming
Y3/Y4 Times Table Club with Mr Doohan

Tuesdays
Sporting Influence PM
Miss Pullan-Peripaatetic Music
Y6 SATS Club with Mr Doohan
Multi-skills Club with Miss M

Wednesdays
Lunchtime Library with our Library Grannies
Knitting Club with Granny Lesley

Thursdays
Forest School with Madeleine (Outdoor Adventures) AM
Yoga with Karen PM
Mandarin Club with Mrs Cummings

Fridays
Mr Timmis Peripatetic Guitar

Before School Provision from
8am Mon-Fri
After-school Provision from
3:30-6pm Mon-Fri

Vision & Values

To love our neighbour. enabling everyone to shine and make a difference in the world.
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

Big Question of the Week
How can celebrating our differences help us become a kinder. stronger school
community?

Our big question has been at the heart of our learning so far this term. By recognising that it's OK to be

different, we are learning to understand and appreciate the beauty of diversity within our school. The

School Council, Reading Ambassadors, and CCWC have worked together to plon and lead a series of
worships based around this question, helping us reflect on kindness, understanding, and respect. These
worships have linked closely to our Moke a Difference theme for the term, reminding us that when our

different minds, talents, and ways of thinking come together, we can make our school — and the world - a

more wonderful place.



This week's News
Whole-School
This week in school we have been celebrating Neurodiversity Week, and it all began with the ideas of one young
person in our school who wanted to maoke a difference. = Jackory! He wanted to help our school community
understand neurodiversity better. He shared information, started conversations, and most importantly, he
talked proudly about himself. He spoke about his strengths, the things he finds tricky, and the ways he
overcomes them, He doesn’t really see them as challenges ot all - just part of who he is. Because of his ideas
and bravery, Neurodiversity Week grew into something even bigger and became 'It’s OK to Be Different’ Week
- a time to celebrote understanding, kindness and tolerance. We have learned this week that thinking
differently can be a real strength. Some people are great ot problem-solving, some are creative thinkers,
some notice details others might miss, and some see the world in a completely new woy. When we work
together, our different strengths help us all to shine, This week has reminded us that being different is not
something to hide - it's something to celebrate, By supporting one another, we can make a real difference in
our school and in our world.
Owl Class
Reception have been exploring the story ‘The Gingerbread Man'. Inspired by the text, the children enjoyed
baking their own gingerbread people. They carefully mixed ingredients including flour, sugar, egg. ginger,
cinnamon, bicarbonate of soda, butter and golden syrup, before kneading and rolling out the dough. Using
cookie cutters, they shaped their gingerbread people and boked them, before decorating them with currants
and icing. This activity also linked to learning about diversity, uniqueness and celebroting how everyone is
different.
In Year 1, the children have been learning about the artist Andy Warhol and his work in Pop Art, They
discovered that Pop Art uses repeated images and bright colours, and learned thot Andy Warhol was autistic,
which was celebrated as his superpower. The children took photos of themselves and created their own Pop
Art-style portraits, using bright colours and colouring carefully in one direction, because ‘that’s what makes
it beautifull’. We are extremely proud of their artwork and look forward to displaying it.

Merlin Class
In Church we shared our beautiful brain pictures = each child drew pictures and wrote words that reflected
what was unique about their brain, This could have been things they were good at, things they found hard,
things they liked, and words that reflected their personalities. This helped us to think about how all brains are
unique and celebrate all our different brains. We looked ot Vincent Van Gogh who, although there was no
official diagnosis, probably had autism, We talked about the vibrance, expression and emotion in his paintings
ond worked together to create a collaborative piece of artwork inspired by The Starry Night. Each child
worked on their own piece, interpreting Van Gogh's style in their own way. We put the pieces together to
create a final artwork - the full picture was only possible with every piece as part of it, showing that we can
achieve so much when all our different unique brains come together.

Kite Class
For Make o Difference day. Kite class used purple mash and various computing programmes to design dynamic
posters, leaflets and adverts about neurodiversity and neurodivergent people. Hugo and Fletcher shared
about famous scientists and their discoveries. Thomas and Ben shared a description of their short film which
included characters with different physical characteristics and linking that with having a brain that works
differently to others. Millie and Matilda had designed a poster on the different types of neurodiversity and
the different strategies and help we can offer to others.
Phoebe and Sophie shared their codebreaking activity which was inspired by Alan Turing. Pupils had to think
outside the box and apply various ways of thinking to solve the codes!
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Attendance & Punctuality

Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 96.2%
- we've risen slightly this week - let’s work together to ensure
our children are attending every day!

Well done Year R, Y2, Y3, Y4 & Y6 for achieving 100% this

week!
- Every lesson counts and good attendance is essential for children’s
HOUSE CUP learning, wellbeing, and friendships, as every day in school helps them
grow in confidence, knowledge, and a sense of belonging. We ask
parents and carers to support and promote good attendance for

This week’'s team with the most their child. Time away from school disrupts learning and progress.
. . . Under current government regulations, schools cannot authorise
house POlnfS IS TUl"lng Reds term-time holidays, and families may receive o penalty notice if

children are absent without permission.

Mrs Wolfe’s Myrs Wolfe’s

A seriously funny book all about our brains! Award-

winning author-illustrator Elise Gravel celebrates the A great book to start the new year and any health resolutions!
many wonderful ways humans think in a comic=style non- Learn all about your body and mind in this dynamic new fact-filled
fiction book for curious kids. Though all our brains look children’s book from #1 bestselling author and global fitness

the same, every brain works differently. This Is My phenomenon Joe Wicks!

Brain! shows readers that understanding how different From Joe Wicks - fitness phenomenon and tireless advocate for the
brains feel and learn can help us connect with others ... power of strong physical and mental health - comes a breakthrough
and keep our own brains happy! Through humorous, book to get young readers moving and feeling good. Inspiring and
engaging text and brightly coloured art, readers are motivating. and fully illustrated throughout. Fitter. Healthier.
introduced to the fundamentals of how our brains work, Happier! is an accessible look at the key ingredients to a healthy,
how our unique neurology influences how we think and happy body: exercise. nutrition, sleep and a healthy mind.

act, and how the world is a better place when we
understand each other’s brains and use them
collectively.



| News

Join us for FREE family fun throughout the school holidays. Discover
creative ways to support your child’s learning both at home and in school
through a variety of exciting craft activities.
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ey CLIMBING

Our heliday climbing sessions are an ideal way for
kids to get enjoying a new sport and meeting new
people during the holidays. Activities including
climbing and bouldering, it is an action-packed day:.

Holiday Session - £62.50 (7-17 years old)
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Discover the ergonizations that can help you and y our family in Harrogats.

Speak to 40% |scal srganizations, charitiss and businesses and learn more
abeut your community,
Free games, crafts and activities for children, as well as healthy food
v ailable for your family.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17TH, 11AM - 3PM
STAIDAN'S SCHOOL, 32 OATLANDS DRIVE
FREE ENTRY
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