
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

Monday 
Y2/3 Swimming 

Y3/Y4 Times Table Club with Mr Doohan 
After-School Club 

Tuesday 
Sporting Influence PM 

Miss Pullan  Peripaatetic Music 
 Y6 SATS Club with Mr Doohan  

After-school Club 
Multi-skills with Miss M 
After-school Club 

Wednesday

Lunchtime Library with our Library Grannies
KS2 Knitting with Granny Lesley 

After-school  Club
Thursday

Forest School with Madeleine 
(Outdoor Adventures) AM

Yoga with Karen PM
Mandarin with Mrs Cummings 

After-school Club
Friday  

Y6 Decider Life Skills Training PM
Mr Timmis Peripatetic Guitar 

Before School Provision from 
8am Mon-Fri

After-school Provision from 
3:30-6pm Mon-Fri

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine
and make a difference in the world.
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

Big Question of the Week: 
‘How can we demonstrate responsibility in our

daily lives?’
Another fabulous week at Burton Leonard!  The children
have, as always, done us proud with their exceptional
attitudes to our vision, values and expectations.  We have
been focusing on one of our 3Rs - RESPONSIBLE this week.
The children have shared thoughtful suggestions in our
worship sessions.  We began the week thinking about how the
Good Samaritan showed responsibility through his actions
and how he demonstrated love, courage and service through
his choices and actions. Our CCWC team challenged us to
think about how we can show responsibility in school, at home
and in the world - encouraging us to consider how we really
can make a difference.  We concluded that we can show
responsibility in many ways and that many of these are
often small, but with big impact. 

Our children have demonstrated our school
values this week by showing... 

Love, Courage and Service

Shining Together everyday!
Love: 

Phoebe, Theo & James’ love for reading - our
new Y4 & Y3 reading ambassadors!

Courage:
taking responsibility for our learning and our
actions.

Service: 
Elllie & Erin for leading the way with a new KS1
tag rugby team at playtimes!

  

Our Values 

Our Vision 
Upcoming Events

22nd Sept - FOBLS AGM 7:30pm @ St
Leonards Hall 
23  Sept - Individual School Photos rd

26  Sept - Harvest Service 9:15@ St
Leonards

th

3rd Oct - FOBLS Bingo & Auction of Promises
7:30pm
7th Oct - Y6 Helping at Burton Leonard
Harvest Lunch 
8  Oct - Y5/6 Girls Netball @ Outwood
Academy

th

22  Oct - Make a Difference Afternoon nd

27  - 31  Oct - Half term th st

3  Nov - Teacher CPD Day rd

4  Nov - Children return to school th

Autumn 2 Dates for Your Diary

5  Nov - Y3/4 Football @ Outwood Academy th

wb 10  Nov - Parent Consultation Meetings th

21  Nov - Flu Immunisations st

10  Dec - Christmas Lunch th

11  Dec - Owl Class Nativityth

 

 
 

Clubs & Enrichment 

19  September 2025th



What’s Been Happening in School This Week? 
Mr Stace also regularly updates our Events page with lots of exciting pictures of our adventures.  Please visit Burton

Leonard Primary School Website

Class Teacher Communication 
Class teachers will upload information for the week ahead on their class pages every Friday. 

Merlin Class Teacher

We are pleased to announce that we successfully appointed following our interview process, which took place

during the summer break and last week in school. Mrs Corrin will be joining us next half term and will be our new

Merlin Class Y2/3 teacher. We look forward to Mrs Corrin joining us on the 3rd November 2025.  We will be

sharing more news regarding the transition with our Merlin pupils and their families over the next few weeks.

Homework

We’ve received lots of positive feedback regarding the updates to our new homework progression plan; thank

you to families for supporting home learning in school.  For further information regarding our homework

rationale, please visit the school website.

Permissions 
Thankyou for submitting your permissions to Mr Stace, who is busy organising login only access to non-public

area on the website.  This is being created following our response to families who would like their children to be

have their photographs at events taken by school, but not shared publicly.  If you haven’t yet completed your

permissions, please return as soon as possible, thankyou. 

Y6 Decider Skills Training 
Y6 pupils began their first week of their Life Skills Project today. ‘The Decider’ life skills are winning strategies

for mental health. They had a fantastic session, which was informative and useful for Y6 and the years ahead. 

Church News

It was lovely to see so many of you at the Children-led service on Sunday - I was so proud of the children’s
contributions, who spoke so well and with such confidence.  Later in the day, the church held their Potato

Challenge weigh-in, which was well attended by the local communities of Burton Leonard and Bishop Monkton. It
was fantastic to see so many of their pupils coming along to weigh their potatoes - well done to all who took

part!

Kite Class 
We are very happy with the start to the year and new class structure. Movement in class structures in small

schools is well-known, due to changes in cohort numbers and funding. As always, we are making this an effective

change for our pupils, ensuring the highest quality teaching and learning for all. The school is returning to a
structure that has been in place in previous years and it is always possible that we have to revisit structures as

the school evolves. We are always eager to share successes in school and would like to invite Kite parents in to

see how well our new Y4,5 & 6 class is working.  Please come and meet the Kite team the week beginning the 13
October to see our exciting learning environment in action.  Mr Doohan will share further detail nearer the time.  

th

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Parents/Healthy-Eating/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Parents/Healthy-Eating/


Let’s hear what the children have to say about their learning this week...

Owl Class (R/Y1)
This week in Owl Class, Reception have been exploring the book "Owl Babies" in Drawing Club. We have been
exploring the character, setting and then answering some 'I wonder...' questions. We have been writing some
magic codes using the letters we have learnt to write 's, a, t & p' and making marks to make our magic codes
work! On Thursday we were thinking about what Mummy Owl might have brought back to the nest. Our ideas
included worms, spiders, crabs and even lobsters! Our magic codes made these items appear in Miss Newton's lunch
box!! Sorry Miss Newton, they wrote them so well that the magic worked! 

Year 1 have been busy learning all about the Creation story. We watched a video all about creation and then made
up some actions for each day. We loved acting out the story and learning how God creating the world. 

Another proud week for me Owl Class. You are all amazing! 

Merlin Class
It’s been a another busy, fun week in Merlins! Mrs Wolfe says we are all superstars and are shining very brightly!

In French we have learnt how to say hello at different times of the day. We learnt that ‘bonjour’ is for the
daytime and that ‘bonsoir’ is for the evening. 

We have been learning all about rhythm and rhyme in our guided reading – we looked at sounds the poet chose to
create repetition. We sorted the sounds into a Venn diagram. We loved using maths in our reading session. 

James wrote a fantastic speech, which he shared in Church about our circus-themed acrobat writing this week.
Mati, Zara and Esme went on to share their wonderful review writing, demonstrating how they had built in all the
devices James told us about!

In geography this week we have been looking at how and where mountains are formed. We learned that there are
15 tectonic plates and that these move very, very slowly, all the time. We used drama to learn how sometimes
when the plates bump into each other mountains are formed. We learnt that there are 7 continents that make up
our land and looked at some of the mountain ranges that have occurred in these places. We then shared a song
that we have learnt to help us remember the continents in size order!

Kite Class (Y4/Y5/Y6)
In Guided Reading we're loving our book 'Mythologica' which explores the characters of Greek mythology. Alice
shared her favourite story which was on the hero 'Achilles'! The story was told of him being dipped in the River
Styx to make him invincible - the only part of his body that was left out of the water, was the heel his mum was
holding! Aoife told us about our most recent case study - Aphrodite. The most beautiful of the goddesses. We
learnt that she was born out of the waves of the sea! She was also one of the main reasons the Trojan War
happened!

George shared his PSHE writing that he completed on who and what he respects. This was a stunning piece of
writing where he explained why he respects his family, work partner, friends and most importantly himself!



House Cup

This week’s team with the most
house points is Stevenson

Greens 

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 97.6%!
We have dropped slightly this week - please remember that good
attendance is crucial!
A reminder that there are now new attendance procedures in
place nationally and laws have changed. Please consider if your
child is well enough to be in school - missing school has a significant
impact on learning and well being. Visit our attendance page for
more information.  

Well done to Reception for achieving 100% this week!

We are very proud of our attendance, which last academic year
was above national.

We were in decile 1 for overall attendance, the top 0-10% of
schools (out of 1672).  We were also ranked 13  out of 292 LA
schools for overall attendance.  Thank you everyone for
supporting our children with their attendance - your commitment
and dedication to this is just amazing!

th

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL!
Our school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive
from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready
to start their day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and
ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky start to the
day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your support
in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality with the
children. Every minute counts! Holidays should NOT be booked
during term time. 

Please visit the school website to access our  Attendance Page
and  Attendance Policy

This week’s Headteacher Shine Award is awarded
to

George  
for consistently demonstrating our school

values and
living out our school vision and making a difference.

You are a shining star!

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Attendance/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/


Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates
Our Safeguarding Team

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Drake

Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt

Mrs Bland is available to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland, or your child’s class teacher know.

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any concerns or worries involving a child.

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to contact myself or Mrs Drake, please visit our safeguarding page on the school website,
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct you to how you can make a referral directly.

Playground Safety 
A polite health and safety reminder that children, including siblings, should not ride their bikes/scooters on the playground before or after school. We are keen to promote pupils travelling to
and from school on their bicycles, and request that they dismount before entering and leaving the school grounds, thank you. We also kindly request that pupils and siblings do not play on the
climbing frame/adventure equipment at these times.  Thank you for support.

Weather Safety
As we still lucky enough to enjoy some of the warm weather, please ensure children come to school wearing suncream and ensure they have a named hat and water bottle in school at all times.
We love to learn outside as much as possible, especially our younger children, who spend a lot of time in their outdoor learning area. If any of our children in school do not have a sunhat or
suncream on they are asked to keep to the shade at all times, whether it is learning time or play time.

We please ask that children come to school wearing their suncream – the all-day/once a day suncreams ensure they are protected for as long as possible. Whilst we are able to guide children
when putting their suncream on, we are unable to put it on for them and therefore it is best that this is done at home before coming to school. Children can bring their suncream in to apply
during the day, but this must be named. If you have any further questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Healthy Schools
We are working hard to improve healthy eating at school and as much as we know treats are OK every now and again, we are on a mission to champion healthy eating choices throughout the
day.  Fruit is available at Breakfast Club, lunch times & After-school Club daily, as well as provided free to our reception and KS1 (Y1&Y2) children during their snack-time.  All classes have a
dedicated snack-time, where pupils eat their snack calmly whilst enjoying story time.  KS2 children (Y3-Y6) are encouraged to bring a healthy snack every day, so that they can enjoy a snack
during this session too. 

As a reminder, chocolate bars and sweets should not be included in packed lunches. For further information on healthy packed lunches, please visit the school website for some fantastic ideas!
Parent Healthy Packed Lunch Guidance

Allergens in School & Food Safety 
We have members of our school who have severe allergies to nuts and peanuts. Please support us to keep our children safe by ensuring these products do not come into school and are not
included in your child’s packed lunch or any snacks. 

In addition, please can we request that all grapes, blueberries, cherries, sausages and popcorn need to be cut up, or avoided, as they pose a significant choking risk to children. 

Hair, Nails & Jewellery 
Hair should be tied up with discreet hair accessories in school colours (this can include house team colours); earrings must be small studs, which will need to be removed for PE. No make-up, nail
varnish, false nails or other jewellery should be worn to school, thank you. 

Jewellery & PE
Further to communication regarding PE, a reminder that earrings are no longer allowed for PE (North Yorkshire Council and The Association for Physical Education (afPE)). Schools have a
higher duty of care; this is dictated by national guidance and schools must comply. Earrings pose a significant risk to children participating in contact sports at school.

If earrings get caught in another child's clothes or skin, injury can occur both to the child wearing the earrings and the child in contact with the earrings. Contact in PE can also cause damage
to the area of the ear behind the earring.

Children are not permitted to wear jewellery, including pierced earrings, during PE lessons and swimming lessons.
Teachers are not allowed to take out or replace children’s earrings if they are unable to do so themselves. It would therefore be helpful if earrings could be taken out at home on PE days.
If a child has recently had their ears pierced and are unable to remove their earrings they may not be able to take part in some elements of the PE lesson, but sessions will be adapted for
them to participate.
Staff are not permitted to tape earrings for children - the taping of earrings ‘creates a perception of safety and is not recommended’. There have been several incidents nationally
where children’s ears have been injured from earrings being pulled out from under the tape, or the earring stud has pierced the back of the head.
During swimming lessons children wearing earrings must remove them - swimming sessions cannot be adapted and children unable to remove earrings will need to spectate, rather than
participate.

Smart Watches 
Pupils are no longer permitted to wear smart watches in school.  Please ensure your child does not bring one into school.  If a child is wearing one, the class teacher will ask for it to be removed
and will be returned to parents at the end of the school day. 

Online Safety
Please check out our brand new online safety newsletter that can be found here Online Safety Newsletter 
 

Medication & Treatments 
A gentle reminder that school cannot administer any non-prescribed medications or treatments. If your child has been prescribed medication, including creams/sprays a medication form must
be completed in the school office and medication/treatments can only be accepted with a named, prescribed sticker. 

Pupils can self-administer any prescribed medication/treatments following this process, but this must then be observed and recorded with adult supervision. Children must not carry any
medications/treatments independently. A copy of our updated medical policy can be found here: https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/

 Road Safety
Our on-going polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the paths and roads
where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. Please also be mindful if you use the driveway up towards school as this is use by pedestrians throughout the day, including our
children walking to and from school with their families. We also remind you to not park across driveways and entrances to properties at any time, thank you. 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Parents/Healthy-Eating/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/


Reading at Burton Leonard

We are passionate about reading at Burton Leonard and as well as teaching our
pupils to ‘Learn to Read’ we also prioritise the importance of ‘Reading for
Pleasure’.

We aim for every class library in school, alongside our whole-school library, to be
stocked with exciting current reads, alongside well-loved classics. 

Previous research by The National Literacy Trust shows that reading for pleasure
can support reading, and wider literacy, skills, wellbeing, empathy, confidence and
aptitude for learning. In fact, 2024 research showed that twice as many children
and young people who enjoy reading in their free time had above average reading
skills than children who don’t enjoy it (34.2% vs 15.7%).

Therefore, reading for pleasure is an important mechanism to encourage reading
frequency which in turn is more likely to foster and improve a child's reading skills -
something which is of fundamental importance at a time when children and young
people’s reading skills are cause for concern.

There are many benefits to nurturing a love of reading in a child's free time. It is a
tangible way to equip children with the reading skills they need to thrive in school
and beyond, as well as empower them with the chance to discover new things, both
about the world around them and people and cultures they may not yet know and
explore their sense of self.

Please prioritise reading at home with your child, this can be them reading to you,
you reading to your child, or both reading together. 

We have an incredible group of Reading Ambassadors in school, who will be in touch
later in the term about how you can support reading at Burton Leonard Primary
School. 

Together, we can play our part to grow a generation of readers and make sure no
child is left behind.

Please visit our Reading Webpage for more information about the importance of
reading.

Recommended
read of the

week...

Mrs Wolfe’s 

Recommended
read of the 
MONTH...

Mrs Wolfe’s 

I am loving rhyme at the moment! This is an innovative,
rhyming picture book and one which is brimming with
personality! Many features of the story will appeal to
young readers, including yucky food, magical creatures, and
humour. 
The illustrations stand out with their intricate details,
muted colour palette, and characterful expressions. There
is plenty here for young readers to spot, including
creatures that might be recognised from other tales! 
This book would work well as an inspiration for fun cooking
activities with children, especially the creative element of
disguising tasty food as a yucky, ogre’s lunch! Could you
trick a troll into eating their greens? 

Learn all about your body and mind in this dynamic new fact-filled children’s
book from #1 bestselling author and global fitness phenomenon Joe Wicks!
From Joe Wicks – fitness phenomenon and creator of PE with Joe and
Activate – comes a breakthrough book to get young readers moving and
feeling good. Inspiring and motivating, and fully illustrated throughout,
Fitter, Healthier, Happier! is an accessible look at the key ingredients to a
healthy, happy body: exercise, nutrition, sleep and a healthy mind.

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Learning/Reading/


Spotlight on School Vision
Each week I share a Take Home activity for families to share together at home
and discuss together. The themes within are closely linked to our school vision
and values and give children the opportunity to share their thoughts and
wonders, as they would in our worship sessions in school. Please enjoy!



click here to read 
Raring 2 Go!

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/harrogateandyork/autumn2025/

