
Mrs Wolfe’s Weekly Update 

Monday 
Y2/3 Swimming 

Y3/Y4 Times Table Club with Mr Doohan 
After-School Club 

Tuesday 
Sporting Influence PM 

Miss Pullan  Peripaatetic Music 
 Y6 SATS Club with Mr Doohan  

After-school Club 
Multi-skills with Miss M 
After-school Club 

Wednesday

Lunchtime Library with our Library Grannies
KS2 Knitting with Granny Lesley 

After-school  Club
Thursday

Forest School with Madeleine 
(Outdoor Adventures) AM

Yoga with Karen PM
Mandarin with Mrs Cummings 

After-school Club
Friday  

Mr Timmis Peripatetic Guitar 

Before School Provision from 
8am Mon-Fri

After-school Provision from 
3:30-6pm Mon-Fri

To love our neighbour, enabling everyone to shine
and make a difference in the world.
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’

Luke 10:27 Parable of the Good Samaritan

Big Question of the Week: 
‘Why should it be World Kindness Day everyday?’

This week our collective worship sessions gave us special
moments to pause and reflect on the kind of people we
want to be. World Kindness Day is marked once a year
and reminds us of the power of small, thoughtful actions,
alongside demonstrative ones. We thought about how
kindness isn’t something to celebrate only once a year—
it’s a choice we can make every single day. When we
choose kindness, we live out our vision to love your
neighbour as yourself, enabling everyone to shine and
make a difference in the world. Through acts of love,
courage, and service, we show what it means to shine
together, creating a community where each person is
valued, supported, and encouraged to be their best. How
will you choose kind and be the best you can be?

Our children have demonstrated our school
values this week by showing... 

Love, Courage and Service

Shining Together everyday!
Love: 

our love of theatre! Kites had a great time at
Middlesborough theatre this week.

Courage:
Hattie’s incredible determination in swimming!
We are so proud of you Hattie - what a
superstar!

Service:
The kindness we show to one another every day
in school and in our wider communities!

Our Values 

Our Vision 
Upcoming Events

 
23  Nov - Toy Service @ St Leonards Church rd

wb 1st Dec - Reading Ambassador Book Sale
(Days TBC)
4  Dec - Special FOBLS Treat!th

6  Dec - Church Christmas Fair (Singers
Needed!) 
th

10  Dec th

Christmas Lunch 
Christmas Jumper Day (Save the Children)
Christmas Crafts (in school)
FOBLS Christmas Movie Night 

11  Dec - Owl Class Nativity th

16th Dec - Owl & Merlin Theatre Trip to see
‘Stick Man’ 
18  Dec - Owls Christmas Partyth

19  Dec - End of Term Christmas Service &
Recognition Certificates

th

 

 
 

Clubs & Enrichment 

21st November 2025



What’s Been Happening in School This Week? 

Children in Need
A huge well done to our School Council who organised a fantastic day of fundraising amounting to £204.00
for Children in Need last Friday. Our classes worked collaboratively towards earning enough tokens to secure
a Pudsey Bear mascot in their classrooms - the averages for each class came out the same, so our Pudsey
will split its time between the three and reside in each class.

Yorkshire Ridings Maths Hub
We were delighted to welcome the Maths Hub team into school on Monday to observe the strong practice
taking place in our classrooms. Their visit gave us a valuable opportunity to reflect on what we do well and to
work collaboratively on developing our maths curriculum even further. By sharing ideas, exploring new
approaches, and discussing the impact of our curriculum we strengthened our commitment to providing high-
quality maths teaching that continues to grow and improve for the benefit of all our pupils.

Kite Class Trip to A Christmas Carol
Thank you to FOBLS for funding our theatre trips again this year.  Kite Class managed to make their way to
Middlesborough, albeit being a very cold day!  They had a fantastic time watching Charles Dicken’s famous
story performed live and came back buzzing following the performance.  

Reading Ambassador Book Sales 
Our Reading Ambassadors are organising a series of after-school book sales to raise money for new books in
school.  If you have any good quality books you would like to donate to the sales please do so before the 1
December. Our sales will begin at 3:20pm (days to be confirmed) during the week. Families have the opportunity
to collect at 3:20 and then visit the sale. More news to follow!

st

Church Christmas Fair
On Saturday 6  December the children are invited to sing at the Church Christmas Fair, which will
take place at Burton Leonard Village Hall, 2-4pm. We will be performing a number of songs to those in
attendance and I am sure we will all start feeling very Christmassy! 

th

Children can attend free of charge and are also welcome to run their own stalls to raise funds that
will be shared between the Church and school. Please speak to Granny Lesley if you are interested in
doing this. 

York Nutcracker Trail 
Earlier in the term we heard the fantastic news that Josephine’s design was chosen for the York
Nutcracker Trail. We are very proud of Josephine and were excited to see a photo of Josephine with
her nutcracker, which is based near Clifford’s Tower in York.  To find our more about how you can
participate in the Nutcracker Trail and have the chance to see Josephine’s nutcracker please visit  

https://www.theyorkbid.com/york-nutcracker-trail/ 
   

  

https://www.theyorkbid.com/york-nutcracker-trail/


Class News! 

Merlin Class
This week in Music, we’ve practised a song for Mrs Hawkes, who is coming into school to visit us next week.  We are
singing ‘Do a Deer’ from The Sound of Music. In Science we have been learning about friction; we flicked two counters –
one smooth and one with sandpaper on the bottom. The counter with sandpaper on travelled less far than the plastic
one. This showed that rougher surfaces have more friction. Friction acts in the opposite direction to movement and
that’s why the counter stops. In Maths we’ve been working on addition strategies. We’ve looked at part-whole models,
partitioning and using our number facts. In History we got a toilet roll and used it to show how long ago the Stone Age
was. It would have been 3 toilet rolls ago – that’s 900,000 years! In PE, we’ve been practising throwing and catching.
In Yoga, we’ve practised moving from mountain pose to plank, downward dog, cobra and more. In English we’ve been
reading Tin Forest. We were trying to work out who lived in the little house beside the field of rubbish; we then thought
about different verbs to explain how to get rid of rubbish. Finally, in Computing we’ve been thinking about online safety
and have been making posters.

Owl Class
Wow! What a busy week in Owl Class this week. Reception have been busy exploring The Gruffalo as their Drawing Club
text this week! We have enjoyed using adjectives to describe the Gruffalo. We know he has knobbly knees, turned out
toes, orange eyes, a black tongue, sharp claws, terrible teeth and a poisonous wart at the end of his nose! Reception used
their cutting and sticking skills to create some fabulous Gruffalo crafts. Year 1 have continued with their Curious Quest
adventures! This week our focus text was Dogger, one of Professor Klunk's personal books from childhood. Professor
Klunk introduced us to the term 'word bathing'. We turned on our taps, poured in our bubbles and bathed ourselves in
new vocabulary. Some of our favourite words this week were crotchety and inquisitive. We have been on a 'gadabout'
around the classroom, unpicking the text and making predictions. We have then had opportunities to either 'inventure' or
visit our Drawing Club sessions. The children have really enjoyed writing letters to Professor Klunk and eagerly await his
reply each day! Last week the children asked for him to make it snow! Who knows what might happen next week! Well
done Owls, fabulous learning. 

Kite Class
A Christmas Carol: Skylar, Phoebe, Xander and Nola gave their fantastic reviews of the performance at
Middlesbrough Theatre. We loved how the theatre was laid out along with the stage. The sound effects and lights
were amazing and made the play so immersive. Skylar commented on how impressive the actors and actresses
were to play so many different parts with varying personalities. Nola and Xander described the ghost of
Christmas yet to come and how it was portrayed to generate as much tension as possible!

Forest School: Joshua and Arlo shared how they had a survival challenge to complete with Madeline with only a 1
hour 30-minute time limit. They used the den building area to build a fire and set up a kettle for hot chocolate!
It was so much fun to be out in the frost and wrapped up to keep us warm!

History: Georgia and Isla shared the Kites recent learning in history and their study of the Tudors. They had
already looked and studied Henry VIII - but Isla and Georgia shared their fact files on the wife of their choice! Isla
perfectly summarised the life of Jane Seymour and Georgia did the same with Katherine Howard.



House Cup

This week’s team with the most
house points is Stephenson

Greens  

Attendance & Punctuality
Our average whole school attendance so far this year is 96.9%
A reminder that there are now new attendance procedures in
place nationally and laws have changed. Please consider if your
child is well enough to be in school - missing school has a significant
impact on learning and well being. Visit our attendance page for
more information.  
Well done to Reception, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 5 for achieving

100% this week!

We are very proud of our attendance, which last academic year
was above national.
We were in decile 1 for overall attendance, the top 0-10% of
schools (out of 1672).  We were also ranked 13  out of 292 LA
schools for overall attendance.  Thank you everyone for
supporting our children with their attendance - your commitment
and dedication to this is just amazing!

th

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL!
Our school day begins at 8:55am. Pupils are encouraged to arrive
from 8:45, in order to complete Early Bird learning and be ready
to start their day! All pupils should be registered by 8:55 and
ready to learn! Arriving late can result in a tricky start to the
day and be very unsettling for pupils. We appreciate your support
in encouraging and sharing the importance of punctuality with the
children. Every minute counts! Holidays should NOT be booked
during term time. 

Please visit the school website to access our  Attendance Page
and  Attendance Policy

This week’s Headteacher Shine Award is awarded
to

Joey
for consistently demonstrating our school

values and
living out our school vision and making a difference.

You are a shining star!

 

Out of School Achievements
We are always so excited to hear about our
children’s achievements out of school and are
constantly in awe of the talents our children have.
We love to see the children celebrate together in
school and  Church with our community.   

If your child has an out-of-school achievement
they would like to share in class, or in Church,
please let your child’s class teacher know and we
will make arrangements for this. This can be an
individual achievement, or a group achievement,
please just let us know.  

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Attendance/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/


Safeguarding, Health & Wellbeing Updates
Our Safeguarding Team

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Wolfe
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are Mrs Drake & Mr Doohan

Our Early Years Lead is Mrs Heys
Our Pastoral Support Officer is Mrs Bland
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Hewitt

Mrs Bland is available to our children for nurture drop-ins. If you feel your child would benefit from this, please let Mrs Bland, or your child’s class teacher know.

Safeguarding continues, as always, to be our priority. We will always act upon any concerns or worries involving a child.

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside school hours and you are unable to contact myself or Mrs Drake, please visit our safeguarding page on the school website,
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ which will direct you to how you can make a referral directly.

Playground Safety 
A polite health and safety reminder that children, including siblings, should not ride their bikes/scooters on the playground before or after school. We are keen to promote
pupils travelling to and from school on their bicycles, and request that they dismount before entering and leaving the school grounds, thank you. We also kindly request
that pupils and siblings do not play on the climbing frame/adventure equipment at these times.  Thank you for support.

Healthy Schools
We are working hard to improve healthy eating at school and as much as we know treats are OK every now and again, we are on a mission to champion healthy eating
choices throughout the day.  Fruit is available at Breakfast Club, lunch times & After-school Club daily, as well as provided free to our reception and KS1 (Y1&Y2) children
during their snack-time.  All classes have a dedicated snack-time, where pupils eat their snack calmly whilst enjoying story time.  KS2 children (Y3-Y6) are encouraged to
bring a healthy snack every day, so that they can enjoy a snack during this session too. 

As a reminder, chocolate bars and sweets should not be included in packed lunches. For further information on healthy packed lunches, please visit the school website for
some fantastic ideas! Parent Healthy Packed Lunch Guidance

Allergens in School & Food Safety 
We have members of our school who have severe allergies to nuts and peanuts. Please support us to keep our children safe by ensuring these products do not come into
school and are not included in your child’s packed lunch or any snacks. 

In addition, please can we request that all grapes, blueberries, cherries, sausages and popcorn need to be cut up, or avoided, as they pose a significant choking risk to
children. 

Hair, Nails & Jewellery 
Hair should be tied up with discreet hair accessories in school colours (this can include house team colours); earrings must be small studs, which will need to be removed for
PE. No make-up, nail varnish, false nails or other jewellery should be worn to school, thank you. 

Jewellery & PE
Further to communication regarding PE, a reminder that earrings are no longer allowed for PE (North Yorkshire Council and The Association for Physical Education
(afPE)). Schools have a higher duty of care; this is dictated by national guidance and schools must comply. Earrings pose a significant risk to children participating in
contact sports at school.

If earrings get caught in another child's clothes or skin, injury can occur both to the child wearing the earrings and the child in contact with the earrings. Contact in PE
can also cause damage to the area of the ear behind the earring.

Children are not permitted to wear jewellery, including pierced earrings, during PE lessons and swimming lessons.
Teachers are not allowed to take out or replace children’s earrings if they are unable to do so themselves. It would therefore be helpful if earrings could be taken out
at home on PE days.
If a child has recently had their ears pierced and are unable to remove their earrings they may not be able to take part in some elements of the PE lesson, but sessions
will be adapted for them to participate.
Staff are not permitted to tape earrings for children - the taping of earrings ‘creates a perception of safety and is not recommended’. There have been several
incidents nationally where children’s ears have been injured from earrings being pulled out from under the tape, or the earring stud has pierced the back of the head.
During swimming lessons children wearing earrings must remove them - swimming sessions cannot be adapted and children unable to remove earrings will need to
spectate, rather than participate.

Smart Watches 
Pupils are no longer permitted to wear smart watches in school.  Please ensure your child does not bring one into school.  If a child is wearing one, the class teacher will ask
for it to be removed and will be returned to parents at the end of the school day. 

Online Safety
Please check out our online safety newsletter that can be found here Online Safety Newsletter 

Medication & Treatments 
A gentle reminder that school cannot administer any non-prescribed medications or treatments. If your child has been prescribed medication, including creams/sprays a
medication form must be completed in the school office and medication/treatments can only be accepted with a named, prescribed sticker. 

Pupils can self-administer any prescribed medication/treatments following this process, but this must then be observed and recorded with adult supervision. Children must
not carry any medications/treatments independently. A copy of our updated medical policy can be found here: https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Key-Info/Policies/

 Road Safety
Our on-going polite reminder to please park safely when arriving at school throughout the day. Drop-offs are a busy time and we have many children and families using the
paths and roads where cars park. Help us to keep all our children safe, thank you. Please also be mindful if you use the driveway up towards school as this is use by
pedestrians throughout the day, including our children walking to and from school with their families. We also remind you to not park across driveways and entrances to
properties at any time, thank you. 

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Parents/Healthy-Eating/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/
https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Children/Online-Safety/


Reading at Burton Leonard

We are passionate about reading at Burton Leonard and as well as teaching our pupils to ‘Learn to Read’ we also prioritise the
importance of ‘Reading for Pleasure’.

We aim for every class library in school, alongside our whole-school library, to be stocked with exciting current reads, alongside
well-loved classics. 

Previous research by The National Literacy Trust shows that reading for pleasure can support reading, and wider literacy, skills,
wellbeing, empathy, confidence and aptitude for learning. In fact, 2024 research showed that twice as many children and young
people who enjoy reading in their free time had above average reading skills than children who don’t enjoy it (34.2% vs 15.7%).

Therefore, reading for pleasure is an important mechanism to encourage reading frequency which in turn is more likely to foster and
improve a child's reading skills - something which is of fundamental importance at a time when children and young people’s reading
skills are cause for concern.

There are many benefits to nurturing a love of reading in a child's free time. It is a tangible way to equip children with the reading
skills they need to thrive in school and beyond, as well as empower them with the chance to discover new things, both about the
world around them and people and cultures they may not yet know and explore their sense of self.

Please prioritise reading at home with your child, this can be them reading to you, you reading to your child, or both reading
together. 

We have an incredible group of Reading Ambassadors in school, who will be in touch later in the term about how you can support
reading at Burton Leonard Primary School. 

Together, we can play our part to grow a generation of readers and make sure no child is left behind.

Please visit our Reading Webpage for more information about the importance of reading.

Recommended
read of the

week...

Mrs Wolfe’s 

Recommended
reads of the 
MONTH...

Mrs Wolfe’s 

This is one of my favourite
stories and there is a version
for both younger (ages 6-9)
and older (Age 11+) children to
share! It tells of an enduring
friendship between a boy and
his horse, which is touching and
will appeal to animal lovers, but
this book also helps children to
understand the history and
deadly chaos of the First World
War in an appropriate way. 

This is a wildly silly rhyming picture book, perfect for fans of Oi Frog!

Goats can’t be actors
Frogs can’t wear shoes
Moles cannot paint
Plants can’t read news …
The rules is the rules
When it comes to who’s who
And what who can do –
And that includes YOU! …
Says who?

The rules are the rules … except when they’re NOT!
Join a host of creatures daring to do the unexpected – with HILARIOUS
results!
Dare to challenge expectations with a host of surprising characters from
toads to teacups, lizards to lettuce. With a whiff of Dr Seuss and the
silliness of Oi Frog, this delightful picture book story will have children in fits
of giggles on every page…

https://burtonleonard.n-yorks.sch.uk/Learning/Reading/


Spotlight on School Vision
Each week I share a Take Home activity for families to share together at home
and discuss together. The themes within are closely linked to our school vision
and values and give children the opportunity to share their thoughts and
wonders, as they would in our worship sessions in school. Please enjoy!



Community News‌ ‌

Click here for link to raring to go! 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/harrogateandyork/winter2025/

