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English 
This term children in Reception will consolidate their knowledge 
of recognising and writing the letters of the alphabet. Children 
will learn both the sounds and names of the letters. They will 
begin to learn Phase 3 phonemes e.g. sh, ch, ai, ee, where 2 
letters make one phoneme, and continue to blend phonemes together to read, 
simple words and phrases. They will also use their ever-developing knowledge in 
emergent writing.  
This term the Year 1 children will continue to learn Phase 5 phonemes and 
become increasingly fluent readers. They will continue to sequence sentences to 
form short narratives using sentences with a capital letter, full stop and spaces 
between the words. They will learn to use capital letters for names of days and 
months and to use question marks and exclamation marks as punctuation. Our 
English writing will be based around the text ‘The Baker’s Boy and The Great Fire 
of London’ by Tom Bradman this half term and ‘The Three Little Pigs’ by Susanna 
Davidson next half term. 
We will all enjoy listening to and talking about lots of stories, poems, rhymes, 
songs and non-fiction texts. 

Maths  
This term the children in Reception will further explore the 
composition of numbers to 5 including missing numbers and problem 
solving activities. They will think about 1 more and 1less and the 
concept of zero. The children will begin to compare and measure mass 
and capacity. They will then explore the composition of numbers 6 to 10 and begin to 
compare and measure height, length, time and will learn to order the names of the 
days of the week. 
This term the Year 1 children will be thinking carefully about place value to 20 and will 
learn strategies to add and subtract numbers to 20.  They will then be counting to 50, 
representing numbers to 50, understanding place value to 50, comparing and 
ordering numbers to 50 and confidently finding 1 more and 1 less. They will also learn 
to count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. They will then think about measurement, comparing and 
measuring length, height, mass and capacity. The children will continue to consolidate 
their addition and subtraction knowledge throughout this term. 

Science – Materials/ Seasonal Changes 
In this topic the children will learn to identify a range 
of everyday materials and distinguish between an 
object and the material from which it is made.  They 
will learn to describe, compare and group materials 
according to their simple physical properties and 
compare the suitability of materials for particular uses. They will investigate to 
find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 
The children will continue to observe seasonal changes and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 
 

 History – The Great Fire of London 
This term the children will think about an event beyond living 
memory that is significant nationally. They will think about the 
question “What happened in London in 1666 and how did this 
change buildings in Britain?”       
Geography - Human Geography 
After half term the children will learn to identify key human 
features including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop.  When considering how places change over time they will start to look at 
changes in Burton Leonard e.g. new buildings and talk about them and recognise how 
places have become the way they are. They will look at buildings, pictures, aerial 
photographs and maps from the past and hear from older visitors to school about the 
changes in the environment. 
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Art  
This term the children will be exploring Art and Design skills. We 
will be fostering their interest in drawing, using art for fun and 
pleasure. They will explore drawing techniques, developing the 
ability to apply tone to create form. They will use 3D clay to create 2D printed 
patterns and sculptural forms and develop techniques in creating 2D art using 
painting and designing. They will also learn the craft skill of weaving. This term 
they will look at the work of artists Nancy McCrosky and Clarice Cliff.  

RE   
This half term in RE the children will be thinking about ‘Who is 
Jewish and what do they believe?’ particularly focussing on special 
Jewish artefacts and Shabbat. For the second half term we will be 
learning about the Christian festival of Easter.  
 
 

Design and Technology 
In Food Technology the children will design, make and evaluate a hearty healthy 
soup. They will use simple utensils and equipment to e.g. peel, cut, slice, 
squeeze, grate and chop safely and will select from a range of fruit and 
vegetables according to their characteristics. 
As part of our Science topic Materials, and thinking about “The Three little Pigs”, 
the children will also design, make and evaluate a structure/home for the pigs to 
live in. They will select and use tools, skills and techniques, select new and 
reclaimed materials and construction kits to build their structures and use simple 
finishing techniques suitable for the structure they are creating. 

PSHE          
In thinking about our ‘Emotional Health and Well-being’ the children 
will talk about their different emotions and recognise them in 
others. They will learn what being resilient means and think about 
strategies they can use if they feel unhappy, cross etc. 
 After half term the children will be thinking about “My Healthy Lifestyle’. They will   
learn how to keep their body healthy through being active, healthy eating, getting 
enough rest, sun protection and looking after their emotional wellbeing. They will 
learn what physical and mental health means and that all humans have it. 
  

 Music   
This term our music is based around the story ‘The Musical Life of Gustav      
Mole. The children will be learning about different styles of music and         
looking at instruments in an orchestra. We will also sing songs and use 
instruments to compose music. 

Computing  
Reception children will learn how to handle and use school iPad carefully. 
They will use simple programmes and play simple games which enhance 
their learning across the curriculum.  They will learn how to access Purple 
Mash using their pictorial username and password.                                                                                                                                        
This term the Year 1 children will continue to think about how they can keep safe 
online and will be exploring Purple Mash. They will use 2Go within Purple Mash to use 
direction keys to move forwards, backwards, left and right to create simple 
algorithms. They will also learn how to debug a programme. After half term they will 
use 2CreateAStory and use pictures, animation and sound to create an animated story 
book. They will also use 2sequence, a musical programme, to create a tune.   

http://the-smiling-pony.deviantart.com/art/Palette-cutie-mark-289995235
http://the-smiling-pony.deviantart.com/art/Palette-cutie-mark-289995235
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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PE                                                                                                                                         

In gymnastics the children will practise remembering and repeating 
actions and shapes. They will learn to show an awareness of space 
when travelling and link simple actions together. They will also 
learn how to use apparatus safely. In developing ball skills they 
will practice throwing, pushing, hitting, tracking and catching a 
ball or beanbag in a variety of ways and use these skills in disability sports. They 
will learn how to score points in their games. 
 

Notes    
The children are all settled back into school and we have lots of exciting activities for 
them to look forward to this term. Please may we remind you to provide your child 
with named school uniform and PE kits. A big thank you in advance. Please can 
reading books, plastic phoneme/word wallets, reading record books and homework 
books be left in their reading folders, therefore coming to school each day. May we 
also ask that water bottles are not put in reading folders. This has resulted in a few 
soggy reading books and homework books! The children may also continue to bring a 
‘show and tell’ object, picture etc. of interest to share with their friends at school on a 
Tuesday. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there is something we can help you 
with. Thank you for all your support as always. 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Athletics_pictogram.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

