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Burton Leonard Church of England (VC) Primary School 

 
History Curriculum 

Sequence of Learning 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage  
Understanding The World ELG: Past and Present 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Talk about members of their immediate family. 
 Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 
 Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
 Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

Historical Skills 
Skill Domains EYFS Year 1/ Year 2 Year3/Year 4 Year5/Year6 

Historical Enquiry Children know about 
similarities and differences 
between themselves, 
others, and families, and 
communities and traditions. 

Identify different ways in 
which the past is 
represented.  
                                                   
Explore events, look at 
pictures and ask questions 
i.e, “Which things are old 
and which are new?” or 
“What were people doing?”  
 
Look at objects from the 
past and ask questions i.e, 

Use documents, printed 
sources (e.g. archive 
materials) the Internet, 
databases, pictures, 
photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums and 
galleries and visits to sites as 
evidence about the past.  
 
Ask questions and find 
answers about the past. 

 

Use documents, printed 
sources (e.g. archive 
materials) the Internet, 
databases, pictures, 
photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums and 
galleries and visits to sites to 
collect evidence about the 
past.  
 
Choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer 
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“What were they used for?” 
and try to answer. 

questions, realising that 
there is often not a single 

answer to historical 
questions. 
 
Investigate own lines of 
enquiry by posing questions 
to answer. 

Organisation and 
Communication 

Children talk about past and 
present events in their own 
lives and family members. 

Sort events or objects into 
groups (i.e. then and now.) 
  
Use timelines to order 
events or objects.  
 
Tell stories about the past.  
 
Talk, write and draw about 
things from the past. 
 

Communicate ideas about 
the past using different 
genres of writing, drawing, 
diagrams, data-handling, 
drama role-play, storytelling 
and using ICT. 

 Communicate ideas about 
from the past using different 
genres of writing, drawing, 
diagrams, data-handling, 
drama role-play, storytelling 
and using ICT.  
 
Plan and present a self-
directed project or research 
about the studied period. 

Historical 
Interpretation 

Look at their own families 
and immediate 
surrroundings. 

Look at books, videos, 
photographs, pictures and 
artefacts to find out about 
the past. 

Explore the idea that there 
are different accounts of 
history. 

 Understand that some 
evidence from the past is 
propaganda, opinion or 
misinformation, and that 
this affects interpretations 
of history.  
 
Give reasons why there may 
be different accounts of 
history.  
 
Evaluate evidence to choose 
the most reliable forms. 

Chronological 
Understanding 

Children talk about past and 
present events in their own 
liives and family members. 

Understand the difference 
between things that 

Begin to understand that a 
timeline can be divided into 

Secure understanding that a 
timeline can be divided into 
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happened in the past and 
the present. 
 
Describe things that 
happened to themselves 
and other people in the 
past. 
 
Order a set of events or 
objects 
 
Use a timeline to place 
important events. 
 
Use words and phrases such 
as: now, yesterday, last 
week, when I was younger, 
a long time ago, a very long 
time ago, before I was born. 
When my parents/ carers 
were young. 

BC (Before Christ) and AD 
(Anno Domini) 
 
Use a timeline to place 
historical events in 
chronological order. 
 
Describe dates of and order 
significant events from the 
period studied. 

BC (Before Christ) and AD 
(Anno Domini) 
 
Order significant events, 
movements and dates on a 
timeline.  
 
Describe the main changes 
in a period in history. 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding (of 
events, people and 
changes in the past) 

Children know that other 
children don’t always enjoy 
the same things and are 
sensitive to this. 

Recall some facts about 
people/events before living 
memory 
 
Say why people may have 
acted the way they did. 
 

Use evidence to describe 
the culture and leisure 
activities from the past.  
 
Use evidence to describe 
the clothes, way of life and 
actions of people in the 
past.  
 
Use evidence to describe 
buildings and their uses of 
people from the past 
 

Choose reliable sources of 
information to find out 
about the past.  
 
Give own reasons why 
changes may have occurred, 
backed up by evidence. 
  
Describe similarities and 
differences between some 
people, events and artefacts 
studied  
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 Describe how historical 
events studied 
affect/influence life today.  
 
Make links between some of 
the features of past 
societies. (e.g. religion, 
houses, society, 
technology.) 

Overarching 
Historical Vocabulary 

similarities 
differences 
communities 
traditions 
past 
present 

century 
chronological order 
living memory 
remembers 
memories 
opinion 
fact 
source  
interpret 
enquire/enquiry 
impact 
research 
evidence   
experts 
significant 
recent 
lifetime 

era/period 
BCE (Before Common Era) 
ACE (After Common Era) 
BC (Before Christ) 
CE (Common Era) 
AD (Anno Domini) 
archaeology  
pre-history 
biased 
impact 
consequences 
continuity 
 

primary source/evidence 
secondary source/evidence 
reliable 
extent of change 
extent of continuity 
evaluate 
reliable 
eye-witness 
Monarchy 
legacy 
ambiguous 
consequences 
omits 
decade 

 Examples of outstanding medium term plans: https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/ 
Autumn Term Year A 

Year 1 /Year 2 Significant people who have contributed to national and international achievements. Eg Mary Seacole, George Stevenson, Alan 

Turing and Emmeline Pankhurst Key line of enquiry: How did these people change life for the better?  
Key learning in History 
When did he/she live? – chronology  
Why is he/she remembered? What were the most important events in his/her life? 
How important was his/her work? 

https://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/
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What were some of the features of the society when he/she lived? 
How did life change for the better as a result of his/her achievements? 
 

Key vocabulary Mary Seacole (nurse, Crimean War, nurse, sick, Jamaica, soldier, Britain, wounds, travel ship, prejeudice),  George Stephenson (engineer, 
steam engine, competition, locomotive, railway, machine, Stephenson’s Rocket) , Alan Turing (computer scientist, mathematician, prejeudice, Second 
World War, Britain, Germany, enigma code)  and Emmeline Pankhurst (activist, suffragette, protest, women’s rights, prison, votes) 
 

Year 3 /Year 4 British History 
Stone Age to Iron Age Key line of enquiry: How different was life in the Stone Age? 

Key learning in History 
Was Stone Age man simply a hunter and gatherer, concerned only with survival? 
How different was life in the Stone Age when man started to farm? 
What can we learn about life in the Stone Age from a study of Skara Brae? 
Why is it so difficult to work out why Stonehenge was built? 
How much did life really change during the Iron Age and how can we possibly know? 
Can you solve the mystery of the 52 skeletons of Maiden Castle? Source-based history mystery. 

Key vocabulary  
archaeologist, cave painting, mammoth, Neolithic man/woman, fur pelt, throwing stones, spears, Skara Brae, hand axe, antler, borer, hammerstone, 
jewellery. 

Year 5 /Year 6 British History  

 Vikings; Key line of enquiry: What was life like in Britain at the time of the Vikings? 

Key learning in History 
What image do we have of the Vikings? 
Why have the Vikings gained such a bad reputation? 
How did the Vikings try to take over the country and how close did they get? 
How have recent excavations changed our view of the Vikings? (Focus on Jorvik) 
What can we learn about Viking settlement from a study of placename endings? 
Raiders or settlers: how should we remember the Vikings? 

Key vocabulary:  
Viking, Wessex, merchant, Danelaw, longhouse, runes, helmet, drinking horn, axe, loom, longboat, York, Jorvik, warrior, sword, coins, shield 

Spring Term Year A  

Year 1 /Year 2   Significant historical event; Key line of enquiry: What happened to The Titanic? 
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Key learning in History 
What do we already know about the Titanic and what can we work out from a picture? 
What was so special about the Titanic and what was life on board like? 
Why and how did the ‘unsinkable’ Titanic sink? 
How should we show the sinking of the Titanic? 
Why weren’t more people saved from the Titanic? 
How did they stop a disaster like the Titanic happening again? 

Key vocabulary:  
RMS Titanic, unsinkable, 14th/15th April 1912, collision, Cunard, White Star Line, watertight doors, RMS Carpathia, Cherbourg, Southampton, New York, 
Atlantic Ocean, iceberg, crow’s nest, Captain Edward J Smith, Harland and Wolff, Belfast, lifeboat, propellers, first class, second class, third class, lifebelt, 
disaster, sink, survivors, memorial 

Year 3 /Year 4 British History 
Anglo-Saxons; Key line of enquiry: What was life like in Britain in the Dark Ages and what were the key turning points in the struggle of Saxons with 
Vikings up to 1066? 
 

Key learning in History 
Why did the Anglo-Saxons invade and how can we possibly know where they settled? 
What does the mystery of the empty grave tell us about Saxon Britain? 
How did people’s lives change when Christianity came to Britain and how can we be sure? 
How were the Saxons able to see off the Viking threat? 
Just how great was King Alfred, really? 
Just how effective was Saxon justice? 
So how dark were the dark Ages, really? 

Key vocabulary:  
Anglo Saxon, jewellery, runes, coins, cremation pot, bronze helmet, St Bede, Kent, Wessex, East Anglia, lyre, Sutton Hoo, Mercia, Bayeux Tapestry, 
Northumbria, Offa’s Dyke, thatched wooden house, settlement, Christianity, Danelaw, King Alfred, monasteries. 

Year 5 /Year 6 Social History 

1000 Years of Crime and Punishment; Key line of enquiry: What changed in the justice system?  

Key learning in History 
How were criminals punished 800 years ago, and how do we know? (The story of The Fox and the Goose) 
What does the legend of Robin Hood tell us about medieval justice? 
More of the same? How did crimes and punishments change between 1500 and 1750? 
Why did punishments become so bloody in the 18th century? 
Why did so much change happen in the 19th century? 
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Has the way we catch and punish criminals improved that much in the last 100 years? 

Key vocabulary: 
combat, capital punishment, fines, whipping, public humiliation, imprisonment, vagrancy, witchcraft, moral crime, stocks/pillory, whipping, branding 
burning heretics alive, hanging witches, Gunpowder Plot, highwaymen, smuggling, poaching, ducking stool, scolds bridle, transportation, prison reform, 
theft, violent crime, fines, execution, 

 
Summer Term Year A   

Year 1 /Year 2  
Our Royal Family; Key line of enquiry: Who are our Royal Family? What makes them special? 

Key learning in History 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/queen-elizabeth-ii 
Who are our Royal Family? 
Who is Queen Elizabeth II? 
Which other countries have Queen Elizabeth II as their head of state? 
What does Queen Elizabeth II and our Royal Family do? 
Where does Queen Elizabeth II live? 
How is a special Royal event celebrated? 

 Key vocabulary:  
Royal Family, banquet, Windsor Castle, Buckingham Palace, Holyrood Palace, Balmoral Castle, family crest, reign, Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, King 
George VI, Queen Elizabeth, Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Phillip, Prince Charles, Princess Diana, Prince William (Duke of Cambridge), Catherine (Duchess of 
Cambridge), Prince George, Princess Charlotte, Prince Louis, ceremony, parade, London, Union Jack, United Kingdom, Commonwealth, throne, heir, 
Crown Jewels, Tower of London,  coronation, corgi, horses, celebration, jubilee, bank holiday 

Year 3 /Year 4 Local History study (Victorian Ripon -Ripon Museums); Key line of enquiry: How has history impacted our local area? 

Key learning in History 
What were the main changes that took place during this time and who were the most important people responsible? 
What were the effects of changes in industry, especially factories? (relate to Ripon) 
How did town life compare to life in the countryside at this time? (relate to Ripon) 
What were the main changes in transport and what effects did they have on the lives of rich and poor? (relate to Ripon) 
How was going to school different for rich and poor? (relate to Ripon – visit Workhouse Museum) 
Were the Victorian times a Dark Age or a Golden Age – consider Victorian social and criminal justice? (relate to Ripon - Ripon Prison, Ripon Courthouse) 

Key vocabulary:  
Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, Industrial Revolution, chimney sweep, servant, maid, the cane, writing slate and chalk, bonnet, the workhouse, orphan, 
cotton mill, spinning top, carpet beater, washing doll, gentleman, gruel, shilling, carriage, railway. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/queen-elizabeth-ii
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Year 5 /Year 6  
Ancient Greece-Greek Life and Achievements and their influence on the western world; Key line of enquiry: How did the Ancient Greeks influence our 
lives today? 

Key learning in History 
How can we possibly know so much about the Ancient Greeks who lived over 2,500 years ago?  
What can we work out about everyday life in Ancient Athens from the pottery evidence that remains? 
Why was Athens able to be so strong at this time? 
What was so special about life in 5th Century BC Athens that makes us study it? 
What can we tell about the Ancient Greeks from their interest in the theatre and festivals like the Olympics? 
In what ways have the Ancient Greeks influenced our lives today?  

 Key vocabulary: 
Acropolis, ancient, city, state, civilization, Mount Olympus, Parthenon, temple, theatre, Sparta, Athens, Hoplites, slaves, Alexander The Great, column, 
democracy, myths, pottery philosophy, siege, Marathon, demi-gods, Zeus 
 

Autumn Term Year B 
Year 1 /Year 2 Changes within living memory. Me, Myself and I Interview family members about their childhood. Key line of enquiry: What can I find 

out about my family and my cultural heritage? The Gunpowder Plot Key line of enquiry: 

Key learning in History 
Who am I? 
What do we know about Bonfire Night? 
What did Guy Fawkes do that makes us burn a guy on bonfire Night? 
What went wrong with the Plot and how do we know? 

Key vocabulary:  
personal research, Gunpowder Plot, Guy Fawkes, Houses of Parliament, bonfire, guard, prison, execution, Catholic, King James 1, England, treason, 5th 
November 1605 

Year 3 /Year 4 
How does my cultural heritage impact on who I am? 
British History-Roman Empire and impact on Britain; Key line of enquiry: How did the Romans change life in Britain? 

Key learning in History 
Who am I? 
Why on earth would Julius Caesar want to leave sunny Italy invade cold Britain and what would he have found here? 
Why did the Emperor Claudius invade Britain a cold bleak country, on the edge of empire? 
Why did Boudica stand up to the Romans and how do we remember her today? 
How can we explain the power of the Roman army at this time? (Consider European dimension and Hadrian’s Wall). 
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What can we tell about Roman life from a study of this villa/fort? Housesteads/Vindolanda 
How far did the Romans change the life of people living in Britain after the conquest? 

Key vocabulary:  
Emperor Julius Caesar, Emperor Claudius, Italy, Rome, Britain, Romans, Boudica, fort, Housesteads, Vindolanda, empire, invasion, conquer, aqueduct, 
Celts, legion, legionary, senate, settlement, temple, roads 

Year 5 /Year 6  
How does my cultural heritage impact on who I am?  
British History-The Second World War A significant turning point. Key line of enquiry: What was life like during the Second World War? (Evacuation, 
rationing, war, Churchill and the Nazis) 

Key learning in History 
Why did Britain have to go to war in 1939? 
Why was it necessary for children to be evacuated and what was evacuation really like? 
How was Britain able to stand firm against the German threat? 
How did people manage to carry on normal life during the war and how do we know? 
Why is it so difficult to be sure what life on the Home Front was really like? 
What was VE day really like? 
Home study task: How were individual families living on the Home Front affected by the war? 

Key vocabulary: 
Allies (Britain, France, Soviet Union, USA), Axis (Germany, Italy, Japan), Neville Chamberlain, tank, Blitz, evacuee, Nazi, German, Spitfire, soldier, Anderson 
shelter, Winston Churchill, air raid, air raid shelter, air raid drills, ration book, Adolf Hitler, land girls, munitions, allotment, blackout, censorship, civilians, 
civil defence, coupons, D-Day, gas mask, Jew, concentration camp, Holocaust, liberate, occupied, propaganda, refugee, resistance, telegram, siren, 
United Nations 

Spring Term Year B  
Year 1 /Year 2                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally- Great Fire of London; Key line of enquiry: What happened in London in 1666 

and how did this change buildings in Britain? 

Key learning in History 
How can we work out why the Great Fire started? 
What actually happened during the Great Fire and how can we know for sure 350 years later? 
Why did the Great Fire burn down so many buildings? 
Could more have been done to stop the Fire? 
How did people manage to live through the Great Fire? 
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How shall we rebuild London? 

 Key vocabulary:  
London, fireman, axe, cart, fire brigade, escape, Pudding Lane, bread, bakery,  Samuel Pepys, Lord Mayor, River Thames, leather buckets, King Charles II, 
plague, fire chain,  gunpowder, wealthy, un-wealthy, possessions, Thomas Farynor, St Pauls Cathedral, Sir Christopher Wren, wooden, brick, The 
Monument, Tower of London, smoke, 2nd September 1666 

Year 3 /Year 4 Significant turning point in British History – The Industrial Revolution; Key line of enquiry: What was the impact of the Industrial 

Revolution on Britain and the wider world? 

Key learning in History 
http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/resources/Resource%20Pack-%20Year%206-%20Industrial%20Revolution.pdf 
What sorts of developments characterised the Industrial Revolution? (Saltaire visit UNESCO World Heritage Site) 
What were the advantages of spinning cotton in a factory, using machines rather than spinning wheels?  
Why did the steam engine have such an enormous impact as an invention? 
Why were coal, iron and blast furnaces so important during the industrial revolution? 
Why were barges on canals so much more effective for transporting goods than packhorses? 
Who designed the first passenger steam train and how did people react to the arrival of the train? 

Key vocabulary: industrial revolution, factory, engine, machine, mechanise, mass produce, water frame, mill, cottonopolis, steam engine, piston, rotary 
motion, Boulton and Watt, blast furnace, smelting, coalfield, coalmine, packhorse, canal, barge, aqueduct, locomotive, steam train, George Stephenson 
  

Year 5 /Year 6  
Early Islamic civilisation Baghdad c.900; Key line of enquiry: What were the achievements of the Abbasids? 

 
Key learning in History 
Why do you think it is important to study Islam in this period, c.900? 
How on earth were the Arabs able to spread so far, so quickly, within just a century of the Prophet Muhammad’s death? 
What can we learn about Islam from the way they set up the capital at Baghdad? 
In its Golden Age, ten times more people lived in Baghdad than in London. So what was so special about it and how can we possibly know? 
Just how amazing was daily life for rich people in Islamic cities? 
Which of the early Islamic achievements has most effect on our lives today? 

Key vocabulary:  
Prophet Muhammad, Abbasid, caliphate, Caliph, Hajj, House of Wisdom, Mongols, Crusades, scholar, bazaar, caravan, Algebra, rebab, al-shabbaba, zamr, 
oud, mosque, pottery, coins, camel, water mill  

Summer Term Year B 
Year 1 /Year 2  

http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/resources/Resource%20Pack-%20Year%206-%20Industrial%20Revolution.pdf
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Local history of Burton Leonard  History group eg Burton Leonard Feast; Key line of enquiry: What was it like to be in our school in 1869? 

Key learning in History 
What did our school building look like in 1869? 
What can we find out about the teachers and children in 1869? 
What did the children wear to school? 
How was a day at Burton Leonard School in 1869 different from our school day? 
How were toys or games the children played similar and different to those we play today? 
How were Burton Leonard Feast celebrations similar and different to those children in the village enjoy today? 

Key vocabulary: 
Burton Leonard CE Primary School, Victorian, Queen Victoria, Burton Leonard, Feast, photographs, log books, newspapers, maps, evidence, similar, 
different 

Year 3 /Year 4  
Earliest ancient civilisations -Egyptians; Key line of enquiry: How do we know what life was like in Ancient Egypt? 

Key learning in History 
What can we quickly find out to add to what we already know about Ancient Egypt? 
How can we discover what Ancient Egypt was like over 5,000 years ago? 
What sources of evidence have survived and how were they discovered? 
What does the evidence tell us about everyday life for men, women and children? 
What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about life after death and how do we know? 
What were the pyramids? 
What did Ancient Egypt have in common with other civilizations from that time? 

Key vocabulary:  
pharaohs, priests, scribes, craftworkers, peasants and slaves, River Nile, hieroglyphics, pyramids, The Great Sphinx, Giza, obelisk, papyrus, reed boat, 
shrine, temple, tomb, treasure, Cleopatra, Nefertiti, Tutankhamen 

Year 5 /Year 6 Local history with Burton Leonard History group; Key line of enquiry: What can we find out about life in Burton Leonard from our 

school log books? Compare land use maps of UK from past with the pr 
esent, focusing on land use. (Geography objective) 
 

Key learning in History 
 

Key vocabulary:  
 

 


