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English  
This term children in Reception will learn to recognise and begin 
to write the letters of the alphabet. Children will learn both the 
sounds and names of the letters. The sounds letters make are 
referred to as phonemes and their written representation as 
graphemes. They will learn to blend phonemes together to read simple words 
and phrases and begin to use their developing knowledge in emergent writing. 
They will practise writing their first name correctly starting with a capital letter. 
They will also enjoy listening to and learning nursery rhymes and think about 
words that rhyme. 
This term the Year 1 children will be learning how words combine to make 
sentences and will begin to sequence sentences to form short narratives. They 
will learn to use a capital letter at the start of a sentence and full stop at the end 
and will learn to separate words with spaces. They will learn to use capital letters 
for names of people and places and for the personal pronoun ‘I’. Our English 
writing will be based around the text ‘The Train Ride’ by June Crebbin this half 
term and ‘Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne next half term. They will revisit 
Phase 3 and 4 phonemes learned to date and then begin to learn alternative 
phonemes in Phase 5 e.g. /ai/ ay, a-e, eigh/ey/ei. 
We will also all enjoy listening to and talking about lots of stories, non-fiction 
texts and poems related to our topics this term. 

Maths  
This term the children in Reception will learn representing, 
comparing and the composition of numbers 1 to 5. They will learn to 
find 1 more and 1 less than a number. They will also learn positional 
language, comparing mass, size and capacity and explore circles, 
triangles and shapes with 4 sides.  
The Year 1 children will be consolidating skills in counting forwards and backwards, 
finding 1 more and 1 less, comparing and ordering numbers first to 10 and then to 20 
and beyond. They will learn the place value of numbers from 11 to 20 and develop an 
understanding of tens and ones. They will also learn to recognise, name, describe and 
explore the properties of 2D and 3D shapes and explore making patterns with them. 
They will learn addition and subtraction within 10, working towards confidently 
recalling number bonds. They will learn to confidently use the language of addition 
and subtraction and corresponding mathematical symbols. 

Science – Animals  
The children will learn to identify and name a variety of 
common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. They will identify and name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores and 
describe and compare the structure of a variety of common 
animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets). They will 
notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults and 
find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for 
survival (water, food and air). 

Geography  
In Geography the children will learn to locate, name and identify         
characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
History  
In History the children will learn about Mary Seacole, George Stevenson, Alan Turing 

and Emmeline Pankhurst and how they have contributed to national and international 

achievements. The children will investigate how these people changed life for the 
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The children will also observe seasonal changes and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length varies. 

better and be able to identify them as figures representing the four house teams in 

our school.  

Art and Design - Art and Design Skills   
The children will learn to use materials and printmaking 
techniques, draw using 2D geometric shapes and use printing 
methods to create 2D art. They will explore mark making, 
experiment with drawing lines and use 2D shapes to draw. They will develop skill 
and control when painting and learn a range of materials and techniques such as 
clay etching, printing and collage. They will look at the work of artists Louis Wain, 
Ilya Bolotowksy, Wassily Kandinksy and Renata Bernal. 

RE  
In our topic Where do we belong, the children will consider what makes them special 
and which groups they belong to. They will think about how God is important to some 
people and how babies are welcomed into the Christian and Muslim traditions. They 
will listen to stories showing Christians that God loves people and how they are 
special. 
After half term we will be learning about the Christian story of Christmas, why this is 
important to Christians and how they celebrate this. We will link it with how the 
children celebrate special occasions. 

Design and Technology - Bridges                                                                                                                                 
The children will explore pictures of famous bridges in 

the United Kingdom and draw pictures of them, 

describing them using the correct technical 

vocabulary. They will build and explore making 

bridges using construction kits and fold paper or card in different ways to make 

freestanding structures, thinking about how folding materials can make them 

stronger, stiffer, stand up and be more stable. They will then design, make and 

evaluate their own bridge. 

 

PSHE  
In thinking about ‘Me and My Relationships’ the children will 
understand there are different types of relationships including 
families, friends and others. They will talk about the ways they 
enjoy being with their family and friends and explore what being a good friend is. 
They will learn what is meant by ‘privacy’; their right to keep things ‘private’ and how 
to be nice to people both on and offline. 
After half term they will think about ‘Becoming An Active Citizen’. They will learn 
ways to express a simple opinion, agreement and disagreement, how to respectfully 
ask questions and listen to the answers and how to play a full part in the life of our 
classroom. They will understand the role of the school council and vote for the 
members. 

 Music   
The children will sing some familiar nursery rhymes and learn some new 
songs. They will learn what the beat is in music and explore this through  
movement, games and playing simple percussion instruments. 
They will also explore fast and slow music. They will use instruments and their 
bodies to make train sounds and combine these together to compose a piece of 
train music. 

Computing  
Reception children will learn how to handle and use school 
ipads carefully. They will use simple programmes and play 
simple games which enhance their learning across the 
curriculum.  They will learn how to access Purple Mash 
using their pictorial username and password.                                                                                                                                        
This term the Year 1 children will learn to independently log in to Purple Mash using 
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They will also learn Christmas songs for our performance. 
 

their own login and create their own avatar. They will explore Purple Mash, explore 
the Tools section and become familiar with some of the key icons. They will save work 
into the My Work folder and find their saved work in Purple Mash. 
In “Lego Builders” the children will learn that to achieve the effect they want when 
building something, they need to follow accurate instructions - algorithms. They will 
learn that correcting errors in an algorithm or program is called ‘debugging’. 
The children will consider types of technology used in school and out of school and 

will use Purple Mash “2DIY” activities to sort various items online using a variety of 

criteria. They will continue to learn how to keep safe online. 

PE                                                                                                                                         
This half term the children will be learning personal skills and how to 
develop and practise balance and movement skills they can use in a 
variety of games. In developing skills for football they will begin to 
learn how to dribble a ball with hands and feet, send and receive 
a ball, dodge, find space and know how to score points in small 
games situations. 
After half term the focus will change to throwing and catching skills. In 

developing skills for netball they will begin to learn how to throw and push a ball 

in a variety of ways, track balls and other equipment sent and know how to score 

points in small games situations. The children will recognise changes in their own 

body during exercise. 

 

Notes    
A very warm welcome to all our children and families to the new school year! It has 
been so lovely catching up with you all this week. Please may we remind you to 
provide your child with named school uniform and PE kits. Please could this include 
black pumps for indoor PE. Black pumps can be left in the drawstring bag your child 
leaves in school with their spare clothes. Thank you for providing both Reception and 
Year 1 children with a pair of croc type shoes to keep in school. Your child will also 
need a water bottle and their reading folder at school every day. Please may we ask 
that reading books, plastic phoneme/word wallets and their reading record books are 
left in their reading folders, therefore coming to school each day. We have an “Our 
Special People” display in school. If you have not done so already, please could you 
email me a picture of your child with their special people to include on the display. 
The Reception children may also bring a ‘show and tell’ object, picture etc. of interest 
to share with their friends at school on a Tuesday. The Reception children have all 
settled in so incredibly well this week and we are all looking forward to a very exciting 
term playing and learning together! Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there is 
something we can help you with. Thank you for all your support as always. 
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