
During Year 3, the focus of mathematics is to ensure that children become increasingly fluent with whole 

numbers and calculation, continuing with number facts and place value. In Year 3 your child is likely to be 

introduced to the standard written column methods of addition and subtraction. 

 
 

Burton Leonard Church of England (VC) Primary School 

Mathematics in Year 3 
By the end of Year 3, children are expected to be able to do all of the following: 

Calculations 
 add and subtract numbers mentally, including 

adding either 1s, 10s or 100s to a 3-digit number 

 use the standard column method for addition 

and subtraction for up to 3 digits 

 estimate answers to calculations and use inverse 

calculations to check answers 

 learn the 3x, 4x and 8x tables and related 

division facts, e.g. knowing that 56 ÷ 8 = 7 

 begin to solve multiplication and division 

problems with two-digit numbers 

Number and Place Value 
 count in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100 

 find 10 or 100 more or less than a number 

 recognise the place value of each digit in a 

three-digit number (hundreds, tens, ones) 

 compare and order numbers up to 1000 

 read and write numbers up to 1000 in 

digits and in words 

 solve number problems. 

 

Fractions 
 count up/down in tenths, know that tenths 

arise from dividing an object into 10 equal 

parts and in dividing 1-digit numbers by 10 

 add and subtract simple fractions worth less 

than one e.g. 5/7 + 1/7 = 6/7 

 find fractions of amounts using unit 

fractions (e.g. 1/3 of 12, 1/5 of…, 1/6 of…) 

and non-unit fractions (e.g. ¾ of…, 3/5 

of….) 

 understand simple equivalent fractions 

 order a set of simple fractions 

 solve fractions problems 

Shape 

 draw familiar 2-d shapes and make and 

describe 3-d shapes 

 recognise right angles, and know that these 

are a quarter turn, with two making a ½ 

turn, three making ¾ of a turn and four a 

complete turn 

 identify whether an angle is greater than, 

less than or equal to a right angle 

 Identify horizontal, vertical, perpendicular 

and parallel lines 

 

Measurements 
 solve simple problems involving adding and 

subtracting length and weight 

 measure the perimeter of simple shapes 

 add and subtract amounts of £ to give 

change 

 tell the time from an analogue clock and use 

12-hour and 24-hour clocks 

 use Roman numerals from I to XII 

 record and compare time in terms of 

seconds, minutes and hours; use time vocab 

 know the number of seconds in a minute and 

the number of days in each month, year and 

leap year 

 calculate the time taken by events or tasks. 

Statistics 
 Answer questions about and present data 

using bar charts, pictograms and tables 

 

Place value…263 (two hundred and sixty-three) = 



Children need to know ALL their tables up to 12 X 12 by the end of Year 4, including related division facts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Supporting learning 
Inverse operations are opposite operations. Subtraction is the inverse of addition and division is 

the inverse of multiplication. 

Example 1: If a child had worked out the following subtraction: 392 - 133 = 259, he/she would be 

encouraged to add the 133 and their answer of 259 together to work out if these numbers total 392. 

Example 2: I think of a number. I add 17 to it. I divide it by 2. I end up with 20. What was my number? 
The best way to work this out would be by using the inverse. Start with 20, then multiply 20 by 2 to  

get 40. Since the original number had 17 added to it to make 40, you would need to subtract 17 from 

40 to arrive at the answer, which is 23. 

Using arrays to understand that division is the inverse of multiplication: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
6 girls share 3 bars of 

chocolate equally. 

4 boys share 2 bars of 

chocolate equally. 

Does each girl get more 

chocolate, less chocolate 

or the same amount of 

chocolate as each boy? 

Draw a picture to show 

your reasoning is correct. 

 
What do children have to be able to do, 

explain and understand to achieve the 

expectations in Year 3? 

 count up/down in tenths, know that 

tenths arise from dividing an object 

into 10 equal parts and in dividing 1- 

digit numbers by 10 

 find fractions of amounts 

 understand simple equivalent fractions 

 order a set of simple fractions 

 solve fractions problems 

They would need to be able to tackle 

questions such as the examples given 

opposite and below: 


