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English 
This term children in Reception will consolidate their knowledge 
of recognising and writing the letters of the alphabet. Children 
will learn both the sounds and names of the letters. They will 
begin to learn Phase 3 phonemes e.g. sh, ch, ai, ee, where 2 
letters make one phoneme, and continue to blend phonemes together to read, 
simple words and phrases. They will learn to write lower and upper case letters 
and also use their ever-developing knowledge in emergent writing.  
This term the Year 1 children will continue to learn Phase 5 alternative phonemes 
e.g. /ai/ ay, a-e, eigh/ey/ei and become increasingly fluent readers. They will 
continue to sequence sentences to form short narratives using sentences with a 
capital letter, full stop and spaces between the words and will begin to use “and” 
to join clauses in a sentence. They will learn to use capital letters for names of 
days and months and to use question marks and exclamation marks as 
punctuation. Our English writing will be based around the text ‘Samson’s Titanic 
Journey’ by Lauren Graham this half term and ‘Dear Earth’ by Isabel Otter next 
half term. 
We will all enjoy listening to and talking about lots of stories, poems, rhymes, 
songs and non-fiction texts. 

Maths  
This term the children in Reception will further explore the 
composition of numbers to 5 including missing numbers and problem 
solving activities. They will think about the concept of zero. The 
children will begin to compare and measure mass and capacity. They 
will then explore the composition of numbers 6 to 10 and compare numbers to 10. 
They will begin to compare and measure height, length, time and will learn to order 
the names of the days of the week. 
This term the Year 1 children will be thinking carefully about place value to 20 and will 
learn strategies to add and subtract numbers to 20.  They will then be counting to 50, 
representing numbers to 50, understanding place value to 50, comparing and 
ordering numbers to 50 and confidently finding 1 more and 1 less. They will also learn 
to count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. They will then think about measurement, comparing and 
measuring length, height, mass and capacity. The children will continue to consolidate 
their addition and subtraction knowledge throughout this term. 

Science – Materials/ Seasonal Changes 
In this topic the children will learn to identify a 
range of everyday materials. They will describe, 
compare and group materials according to their 
simple physical properties.  Year 1 will identify and compare the suitability of a 
variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, 
paper and cardboard for particular uses. They will find out how the shapes of 
solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching. 
The children will continue to observe seasonal changes and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 

 History – RMS Titanic 
This term the children will think about What happened to The 
Titanic? They will consider what was so special about the 
Titanic and what life on board was like. They will think about 
why and how the ‘unsinkable’ Titanic sunk. 
Geography -  
After half term the children will learn to identify and name key physical features 
including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather.  They will identify and describe what places are like 
and compare the difference between the street and the park, the village/countryside 
(Burton Leonard) and the town (Ripon). 
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Art  
This term the children will be learning a range of techniques, 
including applying tone, colour mixing and exploring textures, to 
make repeating and non-repeating patterns, identify natural and 
man-made patterns and creating patterns of their own. They will research and 
evaluate the work of Max Ernst and Ed Ruscha and create their own work in the 
style of these artists. 

RE   
In RE we shall be exploring ‘What do Christians believe God is 
like?’ and ‘Why does Easter matter to Christians?’ The children 
will hear stories from the Bible and consider what these teach 
Christians about the character of God. They will consider what Christians do to 
celebrate Easter and how Easter fits into the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible 
 

Design and Technology 
In Food Technology the children will consider how we can eat more fruit and 
focus on preparing fruit to design, make and evaluate a rainbow fruit kebab. They 
will use simple utensils and equipment to e.g. peel, cut, slice, and chop safely and 
will select from a range of fruit. 
In creating mechanisms the children will explore wheels and axles and will also 
explore and evaluate a range of wheeled products such as toys and everyday 
objects. Using construction kits with wheels and axles, the children will make a 
product that moves. They will explore different ways of making axle holders and 
then make their own wheel and axle product using their design ideas. 

PSHE          
In thinking about our ‘Emotional Health and Well-being’ the children 
will talk about their different emotions and recognise them in 
others. They will learn what being resilient means and think about 
strategies they can use if they feel unhappy, cross etc. 
 After half term the children will be thinking about “My Healthy Lifestyle’. They will   
learn how to keep their body healthy through being active, healthy eating, getting 
enough rest, sun protection and looking after their emotional wellbeing. They will 
learn what physical and mental health means and that all humans have it. 
  

 Music   
In music we shall be learning about pitch, exploring high and low sounds both 
with our voices and instruments. We will sing songs with increasing accuracy. 
The children will be able to move to the beat and play a short musical pattern. 
They will make up a piece in group building up layers of sound, and play an 
instrument to accompany a song. 

ComputingI  
Reception children will learn how to handle and use school iPad carefully. 
They will use simple programmes and play simple games which enhance 
their learning across the curriculum.  They will learn how to access Purple 
Mash and ActiveLearn using their username and password.                                                                                                                                        
This term the Year 1 in “Lego Builders” the children will learn that to achieve the 
effect they want when building something, they need to follow accurate instructions - 
algorithms. They will learn that correcting errors in an algorithm or program is called 
‘debugging’. The children will consider types of technology used in school and out of 
school and will use Purple Mash “2DIY” activities to sort various items online using a 
variety of criteria. They will continue to learn how to keep safe online. 
After half term Pupils will learn to use 2Paint a Picture to create art based on the 
impressionist art style. They will describe the main features of Piet Mondrian’s work. 

http://the-smiling-pony.deviantart.com/art/Palette-cutie-mark-289995235
http://the-smiling-pony.deviantart.com/art/Palette-cutie-mark-289995235
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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and use 2Paint a Picture to create art based upon his style and to create art by 

repeating patterns in a variety of ways. 

PE                                                                                                                                         

In gymnastics the children will practise remembering and repeating 
actions and shapes. They will learn to show an awareness of space 
when travelling and link simple actions together. They will also 
learn how to use apparatus safely. In developing ball skills they 
will practice throwing, pushing, hitting, tracking and catching a 
ball or beanbag in a variety of ways and use these skills in disability sports. They 
will learn how to score points in their games and use their skills in simple hockey 
type game situations. 
 

Notes    
The children are all settled back into school and we have lots of exciting activities for 
them to look forward to this term. Please may we remind you to provide your child 
with named school uniform and PE kits. A big thank you in advance. Please can 
reading books, plastic phoneme/word wallets, reading record books and homework 
books be left in their reading folders, therefore coming to school each day. May we 
also ask that water bottles are not put in reading folders. This has resulted in a few 
soggy reading books and homework books! Please do not hesitate to get in touch if 
there is something we can help you with. Thank you for all your support as always. 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Athletics_pictogram.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

