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English 

We are continuing with ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’ this 

term. The work being produced by Class 3 is 

outstanding and I would love for the class to be 

able to finish the book before moving on. We 

will cover various types of writing through the 

story, such as: newspaper articles, potion 

making instructions, non-chronological reports, 

biographies and the use of grammar and 

punctuation throughout. There is a secret, 

special finish to the Harry Potter project which will be to write a 

‘missing chapter’ from the story. They will use this to combine all the 

skills they’ve learnt so far this year to blend their own creativity and 

skills into the magical world.  

We will also spend as much time as possible exposing the pupils to 

more poetry. How it can be written and performed in different ways; 

giving the confidence for pupils to attempt and perform their own.  

Maths  

We have moved onto Multiplication and Division methods to start 

off this new year. Once we have learnt the different methods and 

pupils have discovered their favourite ways of solving these 

questions, both year groups will be moving onto fractions. It’s a 

tough topic, but nothing to worry about with times table 

knowledge! We have already made great progress with our 

multiplication methods and will soon be moving onto division. 

Any extra practice on these methods will be incredible – repetition 

is essential!  

Year 4 still have their multiplication check this year, so any 

additional work and practice on this will be so beneficial. The 

multiplication and division work will all assist and give constant 

practice for both year groups so it will be covered regularly in class. 

We’ve found a few catchy times table songs to use in class so we 

are working on the toughest ones together.  

 

History  

Our next History topic is focused on social history. This allows us to 
cover a massive span of time. We will be covering the last 1000 years 
– narrowing in on crime and punishment across this time.  

 Geography 

Based on our location knowledge from last term, we are moving 

onto our physical Geography topic. This will cover: coasts, rivers 

and the water cycle including transpiration. Naming and locating 

the key topographical features including coast, features of erosion, 
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We will be enquiring as to what has changed in this time. Evaluating 
why these changes may have taken place? Who has been responsible 
for these changes? Do we agree that we’ve followed the right course 
of action? We will be teaching the pupils to look at the wider societal 
picture and consider all the evidence before making their arguments. 
My plan is to muster as many potential debates and discussions as 
possible to get the children used to arguing both sides of an argument 
using the historical evidence provided.  

hills, mountains and rivers. Understand how these features have 

changed over time.  

We are also conducting regular Geography challenges each morning 

where pupils are memorising countries across whole continents bit 

by bit. Every pupil will have to do a Geography Challenge twice a 

week so we get used to every key country and capital city possible! 

 

 

Art and Design  

Formal elements of art, 

such as architecture; 

learning to draw from 

observation, using prints 

and drawing from various 

perspectives.  

We will also consider the 

role of an architect and look 

at the changes and decisions made over time to houses and consider 

the reasons for this. How would we improve these houses? 

 

PSHE 

We will take a more focused approach into wellbeing this term. 

Mental wellbeing and emotional health. The importance of both of 

these along with the strategies and ideas to help. These sessions 

will be a safe space for discussion and to get the whole class 

involved. We will naturally move on from this topic to ‘My Healthy 

Lifestyle’ which we’ll break up into as many components as 

possible: diet, exercise, sleep, technology use, friendships, mental 

exercise, rest and more.  
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Science                                         

Electricity 

In Science we will be revisiting the key concepts of circuit making. 

Learning and experimenting with adapting circuits to make specific 

changes: increasing/decreasing voltage, adding multiple switches in, 

does adding actions into a circuit effect speed or voltage?  

Our first experiment of the term will be to create an alarm circuit in 

groups. This alarm will be designed to go off when the classroom door 

is opened and warn us of any intruders. We will be focusing on the key 

aspects of fair testing and evaluating our experiments reflectively.  

 

Evolution and Inheritance 

We will study animals and plants that have adapted to suit their 

environment in different ways. The pupils will aim to recognise the 

difference between adaptation and evolution and that the former may 

lead to the latter. We’ll look at different animals and the offspring they 

produce, to study the differences between parent and child. There will 

also be the opportunity for pupils to potentially bring in their own 

evolutionary evidence in the form of fossils. As we will research how 

living things have changed over millions of years and we can draw 

Computing  

 

In ICT this term, we will be learning about computer games both in 

terms of their creation as well as online safety and etiquette. 

 

In our first topic of Online Gaming Safety, we will learn what is 

appropriate to be playing, why those decisions are made by 

organisations like PEGI and how to act while playing games both on 

our own and with friends by looking at the current gaming climate 

and studying why decisions and current choices are being made in 

the space of video game certification as well as current stories 

about what is happening in the video game industry that relate to 

the topic. 

 

After this has been covered, we will be moving onto a unit from 

PurpleMash about video game creation. We will study the process 

of making a game from the design of the concept of the game all 

the way through the process to the final evaluation of the created 

product.  



 
Burton Leonard Church of England (VC) Primary School 

Class 3 
 Areas of Learning Spring Term 2023 

Page 4 of 6 
 

information from the creatures that inhabited the earth millions of 

years before.  

      

Design Technology 

Our design and technology topics this year will begin with ‘Cultural 

and Seasonal Savoury foods’ – We will be delving into other cultures 

and ingredients that pupils may not be familiar with. I’ll be 

encouraging pupils to try new foods if they are keen and we’ll look at 

creating a dish of our own; after studying the characteristics of other 

dishes from around the world. 

Our second topic will be on the focus on feeding a family for 5 

pounds. This will have the pupils creating and evaluating the foods 

they know and enjoy to make an efficient, cheap and balanced meal 

for under £5. This will tie in to our PSHE Healthy Lifestyle topic. 

Our Forest School leader will be linking and building on structure 

knowledge with the Year 5s in an outdoor setting.  

Music 
 

In music this term, we will be focussing on our Young Voices songs 

for a large part of this term! The children are already enjoying these 

songs and they are challenging and pushing the children to develop 

their singing skills. We will also study music notation (including time 

signatures, note length, tempo etc.) using these songs. 

 

Following the performance at the Sheffield Arena on Feb 2nd, we 

will continue our studying of music notation as well as start talking 

more about the history of music by studying the songs Make You 

Feel My Love by Adele and Lean on Me by Bill Withers as case 

studies on the wider music scene at the time. 

Religious Education 

In RE this term, we will be studying two topics; Why do some people believe 

in God and some people not and What did Jesus do to save human beings? 

We will study both of those linking our lessons to our school vision, verse 

and values to further deepen our understand what it means to be a part of 

French 

Les Fetes – Celebrations 

We will learn the basic vocabulary and how to hold simple 

conversations for upcoming celebrations. This will include learning 
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the Burton Leonard community as well as a member of the World 

community on a larger scale. 

In our first topic, we will study both religious and non-religious groups and 

investigate their beliefs to debate and develop our own understandings on 

the existence of God with a focus on the Christian God. In our second 

subject, we will focus more on the story of Salvation (our Year 4 Big Frieze 

topic) from the Bible and learning what Jesus did for us in the larger story of 

the Bible. 

the months of the year and numbers up to thirty to be able to relay 

birthdays. We will also look at how to express what activities you 

will be up to on these days and what gifts you have received. 

French lessons will always start with focusing on the speaking 

before the writing and there’ll be lots of conversations going on in 

class for practice.   

Physical Education 

Dance 

 Respond to a range of music to convey character and narrative 

 Use simple motifs and movement patterns 

 Repeat and remember dance phases 

 Dance with a partner 

 Interpret dance and describe it 
 

Sport with Ian Irving 

 Football 

 Netball 

 Throwing and catching 

 Balance and movement 

Class Notes 

 All children will need a named art apron/old shirt please 

 A named PE kit is needed for PE for Tuesday’s (Children to 
come to school on a Tuesday in their kits, please). 

 Need named water bottle 

 Fruit snack for morning break time  

 Homework is due in on Wednesday – Comprehension (on 
teams) and Maths book. 

 Young voices opportunity! 

 Read, read, read! 

 Year 5 pupils will need to come to school on Fridays in 
Forest School gear (long sleeves, warm and waterproof 
clothing and sturdy outdoor footwear/wellies). Having 
school clothes to change into afterwards is essential for 
rainy winter days. 

 Swimming will take place on Friday afternoons, so pupils will 
need to bring their kit in a bag. Pupils not attending the 
swimming will remain in school to do P.E. with Mrs Whild.  
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